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I FIVE FAMOOS FAIRY TALES

Introduction

Fairy tales

A fairy tale was once “a story about fairies and other small
magical people”, as perhaps your dictionary still tells you. Today
we often mean a story for children with some magic in it when
we call something a fairy tale. There is certainly magic in each
of the stories in this book.

The first story has a magic table, a magic donkey and a
magic stick. The next story, The Prince and his Servants, has
people with magical powers: Fat Man, Big Ear, Long Arms, Quick
Eyes and Cold Man. The Glass Box has a magic way of getting
help from three magical dogs. The Fisherman and the Giant is
full of magic: the giant himself is a powerful worker of magic,
although a King of the Giants is even more powerful, and there
are magic fishes, and a beautiful woman with very bad magic
power. There is another woman, a queen, who seems good but
is really wicked in The White Birds, but, as often happens in fairy
stories, there is also a good fairy who shows Elisa how to break
the power of the wicked queen.
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| FIVE FAMOUS FAIRY TALES

The brothers Grimm

There don’t seem to be any fairies in what (in English) we
call Grimms’ Fairy Tales, although there are large numbers
of magical people, small ones like goblins and elves, anti full-
sized wizards, witches and devils. The two brothers made their
collection of eighty German folk stories between 1812 and
1822. Many of them were translated into English in 1823.

Some of the stories are rather cruel, but they are very old
stories, and we know that children don’t always mind some
cruelty in the excitement of good stories like The Prince and his
Servants.

Hans Andersen

Two of this Danish writer’s many children’s stories are in this
book. (Another five stories are in a separate book at Stage 1 in
this Longman Classics series: Tales from Hans Andersen.) Hans
Andersen'’s stories for children were not just collections. He
used ideas from old tales, but the stories were his own. They
showed a great understanding of children and the world of their
imagination.

Hans Andersen’s children’s stories came out in books of
four tales, the first four in the year 1835 in Danish. They were
translated into English in 1846. After that, his stories were
always translated at once.

The Arabian Nights
The story of the fisherman may be much older than the other
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I FIVE FAMOUS FAIRY TALES

stories in this book. Certainly it was written down, in Arabic, a
long time before the brothers Grimm or Hans Andersen.

There are no fairies in the Arabian Nights, but there is a lot
of magic. And there are jinns.

If you live in the desert in Arabia or the north of Africa or
other very hot dry parts of the world, you will sometimes see
a great column of sand spinning up from the desert, high into
the sky. We know that these are caused by the heat of the sun,
but they do look like giants, and in the old days the Arab people
told stories about these jinns or genies. The giant in the story of
The Fisherman and the Giant is one of them.
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The Table, the Donkey and

the Stick

* QUESTIONS BEFORE READING *

» What magic words did Tom have to say to the table?

» What happened to the magic table in the bad man’s house?
» What magic words did Bob have to say to the donkey?

» What happened when he said the magic word?

» What happened to the donkey?

» What magic words did Jack have to say? (2 sets)

» What happened when he said the magic words?

» What did the bad man try to steal from Jack?

» What happened to the bad man?

» What did Jack take home to his father’s house?




P
I FIVE FAMOUS FAIRY TALES

Once there was a man who had three sons, Tom, Bob and Jack.
Tom had gone to work with a man who made tables, and other
things, of wood. He worked very hard for one year, and, when
the year’s work was over, the man gave him a table. It was
made of wood and it looked like any other old table, but it was
a magic table. If you said to it, “Be covered”, then it at once
became covered with nice food.

Tom was very pleased. He went from one country to
another, and from one city to another, and he was always
happy. When he wanted food, he set down his table in the
house, or in the field, or by the road, and said, “Be covered”.
And at once it was covered with nice things to eat.

On his journey he came to a house, and he said to the man
of the house, “May | stay the night here?”

The man said, “Yes, you may stay here, but | can’t give you
any food.”

Tom said, “Don’t give me any food. You can eat with me.”
Then he put down his table and said, “Be covered”, and at once
the table was covered with nice food, and they sat down to eat.

Now this man was a bad man. He thought, “I must have
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I FIVE FAMOUS FAIRY TALES

this boy’s table. It will give me food, and I'll sell the food from it
to others.”

When Tom went to bed, the man took another table and
put it in the place of the magic table.

The next morning Tom put the table on his back. He did not
know that it had been changed, and he walked towards his
father’s house.

At noon he came to his father’s house. The old man was
very pleased when he saw his son.

“What have you been doing, my son?” he asked.

“I have been making tables,” answered Tom.

“That’s a very good thing to do,” said the father. “And what
have you brought back with you from your journeys?”

“| have brought this table,” said Tom.

The father looked at the table and said, “You haven’t made
that table very nicely. It’s very old, and it’s badly made.”

“It’s a magic table,” Tom said. “When | put it down and say,
‘Be covered’, at once it is covered with nice things to eat. Ask all
your friends to come, and you will see what a good table it is,
and what nice food I'll give them to eat.”

So the father asked all his friends. When they had all come,
Tom put his table down in front of them and said, “Be covered”
But the table did nothing; it stayed there just like any other old
table. Then poor Tom knew that the bad man had stolen his
table.

Tom was so unhappy that he ran away and went to work
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