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Abstract

This book systematically demonstrated the philosophical thoughts of The
Doctrine of the Mean, which was in the development of Confucianism internaliza-
tion.

In this book, the theory of mind and nature of Confucius comprises two
parts: “the doctrine of mind” and “the doctrine of emotion”. The mind has
two kinds of functions that are cognition and intuitive knowledge, and human
has two kinds of emotions that are sensual emotion and moral emotion.
Strengthening the study and cognition of Rite to regulate and cultivate the sen-
sual emotion can achieve moral, as acting in accordance with the mind of intui-
tive knowledge and moral emotion can. After Confucius, the former is
Confucianism’s externalization which synthesizer is the theory of Xunzi; the lat-
ter is Confucianism’s internalization which synthesizer is the theory of Mencius.

Confucian internalization is that moral emotion and mind of intuitive
knowledge internalize into the nature conferred by heaven and then becomes the
internal noumenon and metaphysical basis of moral practice. The Doctrine of the
Mean, as the early work of the school of Zisi and Mencius, undertakes meta-
physical issues that are to construct moral noumenon and look for the ultimate
origin of moral for Confucianism. Both in the two issues, moral emotion have
essential meaning. So Confucianism’s metaphysics preliminarily constructed by
The Doctrine of the Mean is a kind of moral metaphysics. But The Doctrine of the
Mean just accomplished the internalization of moral emotion, while the internali-
zation of mind of intuitive knowledge was accomplished by Mencius.

During Song and Ming Periods, “the doctrine of mind” of Confucius had

sufficient development, however, his “the doctrine of emotion” was seldom
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mentioned. Both schools of Neo-Confucianism belong to “the doctrine of
mind” of Confucius, among which Zhuxi strands for the cognitive school while
Lu-Wang strands for the intuitive knowledge school. The difference between
the two schools belongs to the internal argument of “the doctrine of mind” of
Confucius. It was until to Liu Jishan who was living in the late Ming Dynasty
that the important position of moral emotion was re-recognized and the principle
structure of unity of mind, nature and emotion of school of Zisi and Mencius

was regressed to a certain degree.
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