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Journal Entry | MP3 D
3000 BC Somewhere around Cairo. ..

I had programmed' my space ship to take me to ancient Egypt. but
when I opened the door I found myself in the middle of a desert! Looking
around me, I saw the Pyramids, but was quite dismayed’ to see how far
away they were! Having no other choice but to walk, I started the long
journey towards them.

After about an hour of walking in the heat, a camel herder came
riding beside me and beckoned’ me to get on one of his camels. I had never
ridden a camel before and it was a much bumpier ride than I had expected,
but I eventually reached my destination' of the Pyramids and the

surrounding city of Memphis.

Word Bank

1. program [ 'prougraem | v. to give instructions to a machine to perform

some action i ; X &
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€ Marina programmed her house lights to come on every night at seven.
DN FENTRENER T RITI. .
2. dismayed [ dis'meid ] a. to be dismayed is to be disappointed % 2 #
€ Bruce was dismayed to learn that we wouldn’t be going to Niagara Falls
this weekend. A & H F Jn RN X M KT 2 % B L mdL K %A o 3
(R
3. beckon [ 'bekon ] v. to signal someone to approach with a movement
of the hand =& ;88 F
@ Julie beckoned me to get in the car. % WA Fr{ & LF,
4. destination [ desti'neifn] n. a place where one is going to B &}
@ My destination this summer is a beach in Bali. 44 ¥ K % % 3] f£ &4
HWh B EE & W&,

’

Reading Passasge

Five thousand years ago, there existed a highly developed civilization'
in Egypt. The technology’ they had was very sophisticated’ for that time
period. They were able to predict' weather and had extensive’ irrigation®
systems that supplied water to the bustling’ city they lived in. This city was

2
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called Memphis and was
situated”  just twenty
miles south of Cairo,
which is the present-day
capital of Egypt. The

land surrounding the city

was a dry and barren’
desert, but Memphis itself was a green and lively city situated on the

fertile'” banks of the mighty Nile River.

Memphis was an exciting place
with many beautiful buildings. But all
these paled in comparison to the
pyramids. the biggest and grandest
buildings in the city. These huge
structures were actually tombs'' of the

great Pharaohs™ of ancient Egypt.

R - 35 Death was not feared in ancient
the pyramid and the Sphinx Egypt, but seen as merely a

transition'’ to another world. They believed the afterworld was very

similar to the one they lived in; a world with the same pleasures and
problems.
: That is why so much emphasis'' was put
on building a pharaoh’s tomb. The
pyramids were filled with food. wine, and
other things that the pharaohs might need
in the afterlife’”. A pharaoh’s family was
often buried with him as well., as were clay
replicas' of soldiers that he might need to
protect him in the afterlife.

The construction of a pyramid often

began when the pharaoh was young, or

. — even before he was born. Slaves dragged
Temple of Ramses [[

limestone'” blocks that weighed three tons
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each across long distances to make the structure. The engineering and

manpower'® that went into making the Pyramids is considered one of the

greatest architectural feats'’ of all time.

The Pyramids were built so well that they are still standing today.

Wandering around these ancient buildings is an experience that takes you

back to the grandeur” of ancient Egypt.

A True or False

1. A sophisticated civilization existed in Egypt around 2000 B. C.

2. The ancient Egyptians could tell whether a particular day was going to
be sunny or cloudy.

. The capital of the ancient Egyptians was near the present-day capital.

. Memphis was a dry. barren place in the middle of the desert.

. The Pyramids were the only buildings in Memphis.

. A Pyramid was used by a Pharaoh only after he died.

. Pyramids were built to protect the people from death.

. Pyramids were filled with what a Pharaoh used in his daily life.

. Soldiers were killed and buried with the Pharaoh after he died.

10. The blocks used to build the Pyramids were very heavy.

O 0 ~N OO O b W

B Multiple Choice

1.

Memphis is
a) an area of Cairo
b) the name of a pyramid

c) a city in Ancient Egypt
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d) the Pharach for whom the Pyramids were built

. How would the technology of Ancient Egypt be described?
a) Minimal.

b) Absent.

¢) The same as the rest of the world.

d) Advanced.

. What could the people do back then?

a) Tell whether it was going to rain.

b) Bring water from one place to another.

¢) Both a) and b).

d) None of the above.

. What were the Pyramids used for?

a) Storage. b) Tombs.

¢) Palaces. d) Marketplaces.

. What did the Egyptians think the afterworld would be like?
a) Scary.

b) Full of ghosts and gods.

¢) Similar to their lives at the time.

d) A place with no problems.

. Why did the people spend so much time building the Pyramids?
a) They wanted to make their city beautiful.

b) It’s where they would bury their king.

¢) It took a long time to make buildings back then.

d) The building blocks were heavy to carry.

. According to the article, what was put in the Pyramids?
a) Soldiers. b) Clay dishware.

¢) Food and drinks. d) Jewelry.

. Why was a Pharaoh’s family buried with him?

a) To be with him in the afterlife.

b) They were not allowed to live after his death.

¢) To protect the family from invaders.

d) The spirits ordered it to be done.

. When would a pyramid be built?

a) Immediately after a Pharaoh died.
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b) Ten years after a Pharaoh died.
¢) During a Pharach’s lifetime.
d) It could be built at any of these times.
10. Why are the Pyramids still standing today?
a) Because they’ve been rebuilt many times.
b) Because they were built very well.
¢) Because they are protected by the dead Pharaohs.

d) Because they are protected from the sun.

Word Bank

o O A W

=

civilization [ ;sivolai'zeifn ] n. a group of people that has a high level

of culture and organization B

. technology [ tek'npladsi | n. using tools and techniques to make things

A A

sophisticated [ so'fistikertid | a. something that is advanced 5 % #9 ; #% 8 %9
predict [ pri'dikt | v. to be able to tell what is going to happen F |
extensive [ 1k'stensiv | a. covering a large area J~ X ¢4 ; 18 84
irrigation [ iri'ger/n ] n. the process of bringing water from a body of

water to another location in order to grow crops # 3t ; j£ /K

bustling [ 'basliny | a. busy, full of activity *§ 2 ¢4 ; |= 2 ¢4

8. situated [ 'sitfvertid | a. where something is placed 4% F -+« ;A %

11,

12

13.

,E...... o]

. barren [ 'beeron | a. dry and not having any life & ##3
10.

fertile [ 'fattail | a. full of life with the
ability to make more life A2k #9 ; 5 4% 69
tomb [tuim | n. a place to bury a dead
person 3 £ ; £ R

Pharaoh [ 'feorou | n. the ruler of ancient
Egypt x# (FRBE GG EFH)

transition [ treen'zifn | n. the process of

going through change and passing from one a7
state to another #% 3% ; % it barren land
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14. emphasis [ 'emfosis | n. having special
importance or significance ¥ &%
15. afterlife [ 'a:ftolaif | n. the life we will live
after death k55
16. replica [ 'repliko | n. an accurate reproduction of
something 4] & ; 47 %l 5
17. limestone [ 'laimstouvn | m. a rock that is

formed from the skeletons of ocean creatures &

B %

18. manpower [ 'meenpave (r) ] n. the strength of people to build
something %3 /1

19. feat [ fiit | n. a remarkable act that involves great skill or strength
ESEE

20. grandeur [ 'greend3o(r) | n. the state of being great and impressive 15
K HA

Journal Entry Il MP3 K

I learned a lot about ancient Egypt today, but all that wandering
around the Pyramids left me exhausted! Fortunately, Rima—the daughter
of Pasheri, the camel herder—was waiting outside the Pyramids for me.
She took me back to her family’s home where we ate a lunch of dates ,
nuts, and honey and played a game that was similar to checkers.

Pasheri announced that he was crossing the desert again to deliver
some camels to a village further south. I jumped up and asked if he could
drop me off” at the place where he had found me. He looked at me
strangely and asked why I wanted to go to the middle of the desert. I
racked my brain for an answer to give him. If he thought I was strange,

then he would think my time machine was even stranger!
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Word Bank

1. date [dert | n. a sweet, dark fruit that comes from the date palm tree #&
@ Dates are a popular snack in the Middle East. # F &+ A 2R % %
WHER.
2. drop off to leave something or someone at a particular place itk %
THE;BAGEXA MRS
@ | need to drop off my clothes at the cleaners. # F 48 & it # &% % &
JE ¥ .
3. rack one’s brain I rack my brain, then I try to think of a solution to
solve some particular problem % A& & 7t
@ Shala racked her brain for the answer to the mathematical question. ¥ 47

SRBMATBHAERFANER.
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Journal Entry |
410 BC

I managed to get a ride out to the desert without arousing too much
suspicion’. I figured since I was in the area I'd swing by Greece and have a
look at what is supposed to be the birthplace of Western civilization. I
landed my time machine behind a mountain, so hopefully no one will see it
there. The beaches here g :
are beautiful, but I can’t
spend my whole time
here in Greece just
soaking up the sun®! I
better head  towards
Athens, It's just a few

kilometers up the road’ so

I should hopefully get

there by sunset.

Word Bank

1. arouse suspicion make people suspicious 3] A #F 5
& The thief walked quietly in the house so as not to arouse too much
suspicion. A EEERH M AF BAILEE.
2. soak up the sun lay in the sun k&£ MET
& My idea of a perfect vacation is laying on a beach and soaking up

somesun. RO FREEZHNEBRRARBED R L . ABERALT.
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3. up the road nearby ML
& Can you stop at the 7-11 up the road and buy me some potato chips?

WA UAEKRILH 7-11 BAEE-—T HRKELFRD?

Ancient Greece Al X < ck Se
! Thrace : '

Macedon

L oM Olympus & 04
N o i e s

T oy

o<y :
3 | L\
2. ' % Asia Minor
SN %
> ! [ ()
o >
S ™ @
" : [
Rellopennesus .
T
", &

LR CLLLLTTYS
=80, o LT

Mediterranean Sea

Reading Passase

Ancient Greece was an area that spread from the Western Mediterranean
to the Black Sea and existed from 776 to 323 BC. The arts, literature,
poetry. architecture and especially the philosophy' of this ancient culture
are considered to be the foundation® of Western civilization”.

Ancient Greece was a group of city-states’, Athens being the strongest
because it conquered the other ones in war. The wealth of Athens meant
that everyone didn’t have to work, which gave some men the opportunity
to spend their days philosophizing in the agora” about the meaning of life.
There were many philosophers in Ancient Greece but the most famous ones
were Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. Each one had different ideas about
the meaning of life and existence.

The main argument behind Socrates’ philosophy was that there was a

universal” goodness and that people should always try to follow it, even if

10
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f &
=i D | ; LA |
7 Te .‘ of Socrates
one’s government tries to tell a person to do something bad. This was very
radical’ thinking for that time, and the government executed”’ Socrates for
speaking out against it.

Socrates had many students, but his
most famous one was Plato. Plato
developed the ideas of metaphysics’ . His
main argument was that the world
perceived” through the physical senses'
is an imperfect copy of actual reality.
Reality, he believed, was perceived
through spiritual contemplation’ .

Though  Aristotle was Plato’s
student, he Vdisagreed with his ideas.

Aristotle believed reality could be

perceived only through the senses. This

Plato and Aristotle

set up the basis for empirical research' .

So though these philosophers had different arguments about the
meaning of life, what can be agreed upon is that they all contributed
greatly to Western thought and civilization.

A True or False

1. Ancient Greece was much bigger than Modern Greece.

2. The beliefs of that time formed the foundation for other belief systems
in the West.

3. The people of that time period had a lot of money.

11



