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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869, It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young ber of the which had produced




CHAPTER }

The Doones

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?

Who were Annic and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because..)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years, | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o’clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is 2 month more of school.”
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Language to Remember

1. Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
SRR, — M RDNBANEGLUHAT .

2. We left Tiverton early in the morning.
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the d and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
@ the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero's worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd’s skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
@ What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
€ Who was her guardian in London?
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1 TALES OF MYSTERY AND IMAGINATION

Introduction

Edgar Allan Poe

Edgar Poe was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in the United
States in 1809. His parents were actors in a travelling company.
They died before their child was three, and John Allan, a
merchant in Richmond, Virginia, took Edgar into his house.
Edgar Allan Poe (the second name was added by his new father)
did not seem unusually clever at school, although we do not
know much about the five years (1815—20) when he was at
school in England. In 1826 he entered the University of Virginia,
but he had to leave after only one year, owing a great deal of
money. His debts were the result of gambling—playing cards
and risking money on other games.

Poe joined the United States army in 1828. He had already
written, and printed at his own expense, Tamerlane and Other
Poems (1827).

John Allan helped him to go to a training college for officers.
Poe did not complete his training there, but some of his fellow
cadets liked his poetry so much that they paid for the printing of
a collection of his poems.

Poe saw himself as a poet, but his poetry did not earn
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| TALES OF MYSTERY AND IMAGINATION

enough to live on. He became a writer of articles and stories
for magazines, and later a literary critic, one who points out
the good and bad sides of writers’ work. It was as a critic that
he became well known. His criticism was usually sharp and
far-seeing. He praised the young Charles Dickens when others
had not yet seen the promise of his work. But he attacked as
valueless a good deal of the work of popular writers of his own
time in the United States. More important, he gave people an
idea of what to look for in their reading. He showed in his own
short stories that the writer should aim for one single effect,
not just a number of events, one following the other.

In his own writing, Edgar Allan Poe became more and more
interested in mystery and horror.

His interest in mystery led him to produce the earliest
examples of detective stories. Indeed many people say that his
Murders in the Rue Morgue was the first of the detective stories
that are so popular today.

In this book we have two examples of Poe’s interest in
horror: Down into the Maelstrom is about the fear that (it is
supposed) can turn a man’s hair white in a few hours; The Pit
and the Pendulum has a terrible death creeping nearer and
nearer to a helpless man.

Perhaps the horror in his own imagination was too much
for Edgar Allan Poe. He was only forty when they found his dead
body in a Baltimore street. Death was probably caused by heavy
drinking, but the newspapers, out of respect, called it a sudden
iliness of the brain.
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| TALES OF MYSTERY AND IMAGINATION

The stories
“You are the man” (1841)—The title of this story comes from
an account in the Bible (2 Samuel 12:7) in which a messenger
from God accuses King David of wrongdoing, saying: “You are
the man!” The narrator uses these words to accuse the real
murderer.

The Gold Bug (1843)—A skull and cross bones was the
usual mark of the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century pirates,
the sea robbers who attacked ships and took their goods. On
their own ships they flew a flag with the skull and cross bones
in white on a black background.

Captain Kidd was a real pirate captain. He was taken pri-
soner in 1699 and was hanged as a pirate. For nearly three
hundred years people have hunted for his hidden treasure, but
it has never been found.

The Stolen Letter (1845)—The very clever detective, Dupin,
solves the mystery in a number of Poe’s stories. His methods
are described by a narrator who is far from clever, just as Sher-
lock Holmes’s cases are described by a not very intelligent Dr
Watson in Conan Doyle’s stories.

The Murders in the Rue Morgue (1841)—This was the Dupin
story that made Poe’s detective mysteries so popular.

At the time the story was written, there was great interest
in the apes, and especially in the orangutan from Borneo and
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