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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young ber of the which had produced




CHAPTER 1

The Doones

There were three people in the camage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?

‘Who were Annic and Lizzie?

‘Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o’clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman,

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

I went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school ”
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We left Tiverton early in the morning.
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie's owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd's skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
a What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
e Who was her guardian in London?
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| WUTHERING HEIGHTS

Introduction

Emily Bronté and her sisters

Emily Bronté was one of five sisters. There was a brother, too,
who came to a bad end at the age of thirty-one. None of the
sisters lived long. Two died as the result of very unsatisfactory
conditions at a school rather like the one described by Char-
lotte Bronté in Jane Eyre. Charlotte lived the longest, dying at
the age of thirty-eight.

The father of the family was a vicar, and their home was a
stone-built church house standing alone on the edge of some
of the wildest of the Yorkshire moors. As children, the sisters
played on the moors like the Earnshaw children in Wuthering
Heights. As the remaining three grew up, their unhappy father
forbade them to wander, and the girls turned to writing. At
first they wrote poetry, and a book of their poems was printed
in 1846, Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell. Young ladies, the
daughters of churchmen, were not expected to write poetry
or romantic novels in those days, which explains the names
on the cover, though the first letters are the same as those of
Charlotte, Emily and Anne Bronté. With the exception of Emily,
they were not particularly good poets. Emily's poems have
musicality and a quiet strength.
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| WUTHERING HEIGHTS

The sisters are remembered for their novels. You will find
a shortened form of Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre (1847) in the
Longman Classics series. Anne’s Agnes Grey (1847) came out
with Emily’s Wuthering Heights. The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, also
by Anne, appeared a year later. Only Charlotte lived to write
more. After her brother’s death from drugs and drink in 1848,
Emily became ill and died in December of the same year at the
age of thirty. Anne had been weak for a long time (we suppose
with the disease that kills Hindley’s wife Frances in this book,
consumption, nowadays called tuberculosis), and she too died,
in May 1849, aged twenty-nine. Charlotte died in 1855.

You feel, as you read Agnes Grey, that this is the writer’s
own experience, only a little changed by her imagination. As
you read Jane Eyre, you are surprised by the imaginative power
of Charlotte Bronté, but you know that Jane is quite an ordinary
person. That is not the effect on you of Wuthering Heights.
Neither Heathcliff nor Catherine is an ordinary character; they
are creatures of passion:

“I wish | could hold you,” Catherine says to Heathcliff, “till
we were both dead! | shouldn’t care what you suffered.
Why shouldn’t you suffer? | do! Will you be happy when I’'m
in the earth?”

“Do | want to live?” Heathcliff asks her. “What kind of living
will it be when you—oh, God! Would you like to live with
your soul in the grave?”

And in the end he joins her in the grave. It is wild love. But it is
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| WUTHERING HEIGHTS

not the physical love of the modern novel. It is powerful, but
it is the love imagined by a very innocent writer. It is wicked,
but it is pure wickedness. With Catherine and Heathcliff,
Emily Bronté takes us very near to hell. After that, with Cathy
and Hareton we go as near to heaven as one can get on the
Yorkshire moors.

The Yorkshire moors

The Brontés’ house still stands. Every year many thousands
of visitors go to Haworth village to see the house where the
sisters lived and wrote. They go also to see the moors around
the village, the moors which lay round Wuthering Heights.

Moors are high, wide, open areas of land with rough
grass or low bushes, not suitable for farming. The low bushes
are mostly heather, a strong plant with small flowers. Cutting
through the moors are valleys, or “dales”. Dales have trees,
good grass for cattle, excellent farming land, and shelter from
the worst of the fierce cold winds that blow over the moors.

We imagine Wuthering Heights as a big, stone-built
farmhouse high above the valley which sheltered the village of
Gimmerton and the park of Thrushcross Grange. The people of
such farms as Wuthering Heights led hard lives, looking after
sheep on the lower slopes of the moors, and growing crops
with difficulty on poor land.

Thrushcross Grange, too, would be a farm—a wealthy
family’s farm. The house would be in a large walled park, with
the farmlands around it. The rich valley soil would grow good
crops and support cattle.
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