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An oral history of the successors of intangible culture heritage in Beijing
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INTRODUCTION TO BEITING LANTERNS
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(14 rowds and lanterns paint a scene of hustle and bustle, bringing to a wave

Cof joy to Lantern Festival.” The Chinese lantern (also called the festival
lantern), along with the Lantern Festival, has been an indispensable piece of
Chinese culture since as early as the Han Dynasty: Splendid lanterns, symbols of

peace and joy, have raising the hopes and enthusiasm of Chinese people for millennia.

During the Ming and Qing Dynasty, the Palace Workshop recruited skilled
craftsmen from all over China to cater to demands from the royal court and
aristocrats, creating the Beijing Lantern industry. Records note that during the
Ming Dynasty, boisterous commerce at so-called “Lantern Markets” marked the
approach of Lantern Festival, celebrated at night during the first lunar month. The
Qing Dynasty saw the lanteri industry relocate to Langfang Toutiao district, which
brought the birth of the famed “Lantern Street,” named after lantern shops lining
both sides. Historical documents, such as Di Jing Jing Wu Lue and Bei Ping Sui
Shi Ji, include heavy and vivid descriptions of lantern festivals in Beijing. In the
years of the Republic of China, lantern-making gradually became a folk art. In the
1920s, dozens of lantern shops, such as Hua Mei Zhai and Wen Sheng Zhai sold
court-style gauze lanterns, folk painted lanterns and painted fans. Many craftsmen
inturned there. In 1915, a Bulb Lantern made by Han Zixing won the golden prize
at the Pacific Ocean World Expo.

Beijing lantern combines arts of sculpture, weaving and painting characterized by
sublime brushwork and popping colors. After the founding of People's Republic
of China, lantern shops on “Lantern Street” were replaced by Beijing Fine Arts
Red Lamps Factory. The Beijing Lantern is a representative slice of cultural

development and living documentation of the lives of lantern artisans.



>> JERUTBAE RN T %

INTRODUCTION TO A REPRESENTATIVE INHERITOR OF BEIJING LANTERNS

b E T #tEAAFHE, £T1950
F£7RA4E, REFROGERRE—FEL
WERERELA “GEE" [ HEFHF
HERE “RAK” WEDUREA, TH
FHYEFE LN LA RENERNZARE
B, 1974F# N ZZROT 2 F
REZEGF T ZZ N, AT HE

YAZARE, B LTOHZH, F5F

k, FHERAEFFEBRZIIRE LN
ALIT%, ikitHENOR., TE 2
MATEMARKAEESbEE, 4
. BEAEIERKREES .

w

@ dEFUTRAL TR A H LK

B TAEOT KW TEELAH B

Lk, mEEERBETENEREK, LT REE T LTI YRS -

EREEER, XERNELHRBEINTEFRAELTELHAR, Z2HAERAFR
BAEHM AL EF LI MEMEL, 200854H, tFEREMIETRED
X EFERERERERA. ZTRAEWITHAE, FREMBEY TILEN
HFEY, it E AR T A E OB EA LSRN GEN T, F eI —#,
HikE, HIE®R, BRAAHBRERETHOH AR




%@’)‘ e IHM Lftu LT NN

i Banghua was born on July 4th, 1950 to a family notable for several
Lgenerations of sculptors. His father, Li Dianyuan, was a famous folk clay
sculptor serving Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei, and his elder sister, Li Bangxiu, was
a fourth generation successor of Tianjin “Clay Figufine Zhang". He joined Beijing
Fine Arts Red Lamps Factory in 1974 and apprenticed with an elder master, Li
Dongxue. For years, he repaired every red lantern lining Tian'anmen Gate Tower
and produced countless lanterns and lantern shades for festivals and ceremonies

in Zhongnanhai, Diaoyutai, embassies and world class hotels.

Thanks to his impressive command of lantern artistry as well as clay sculpting,
Li Banghua flexed his talent to the highest levels and was awarded many honors
and certificates from UNESCO and other global as well as Chinese institutions. In
April 2008, he was recognized as a representative inheritor of Beijing Intangible
Cultural Heritage. Three decades of devotion to lantern art endowed him stunning
art and a taste of the ups and downs of Beijing Lanterns in the modern times.
His lanterns radiate elegance like his life radiates diligence, hard work and

contentment.
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