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Exploring art through its humanistic and
sacred dimensions

Interpreting contemporary art through the
world—cultural picture

Reclaiming Chinese thought through the
transcendent and imminent

Bringing academia and the art world toge—
ther into a dialogue of ideas and spirituality
Realising the concern for humanist values in
Chinese contemporary art through academic

inquiry



[ Editorial ]

Bl At present, contemporary Chinese study is entering a creative phase from the absorption and synthesis
of both academic thinking in the West and classical tradition in China. It is particularly so in the artistic
fields. In order to encourage academic study in Chinese contemporary arts, we have decided to publish

Humanities and Art series, which is supported by Shanghai Joint Publishing Co..

M it emphasizes the study of arts that is humanistic in depth and historic in width. It encourages
academic religious quest for the specific forms and the general phenomena of Chinese
contemporary arts based on the concern on humanist value. It elucidates broad cultural contexts

of art, and promotes the dialogue between scholars and artists in the academic and artistic circles.

M in every issue of Humanities and Art, there are five columns including ‘Art Studies’, ‘Note
of Art Experience’, ‘Cultural Review’, ‘Metaphysical Argument’ and ‘Translation of Classics’. Art
Studies are covered by pure academic papers. Addressing humanistic thinking in the
contemporary era, this column investigates humanist nature in arts. Note of Art Experience
expresses humanist spirit in the heart of artists. These include art works, reading notes and
writing by artists. Cultural Review is based on humanist study of the arts in both Chinese and
foreign cultural traditions. It undertakes an objective review of various trends, school of the
thinking as well as a critical review of the leading thinkers. Metaphysical Argument clarifies the
necessities, possibilities, and approaches of metaphysics as the groundwork of the contemporary
humanist study in China. It aims to create a pure transcendental dimension in Chinese thinking.
Translation of Classics is to broaden the synthetic horizon of the humanist thinking in China. It

publishes selected articles on arts and humanities overseas.

M The editorial board of Humanities and Art consists of a group of Chinese scholars and artists as

well as some Western scholars and critics.

Wit is our hope that Humanities and Art will contribute to the cultivation of our individuality and

humanity in contemporary art.

The series of Humanities and Art academic committee

August of 1998
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