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Director’s Preface

Traditional self-portraits are representations of artists that have been painted by the artists. The
genre became popular during the Renaissance with mirrors becoming more widely produced,
and thus, self-portraits were also referred to as portraitures from the mirror. A self-portrait can be
regarded as a type of role-play, a typical ideal with distinctive appearance and posture that the
artist has selected for his or her predetermined audience. Art concepts began to shift under post-
17th century and industrial revolution influences, with self-portraits turning from ideological roles
(intended for an audience) to depict artists’ own life experiences and their internal explorations.
Spanning to the contemporary setting, self-portraits have opened up to encompass endless
possibilities, with the ultimate objective for painting self-portraits intended to express thoughts
pertaining to the minute yet immense question of “Who am |?”

Virginia Satir, named by the renowned American magazine, Human Behavior, as “everybody's
family therapist” responded to the great question of “Whom am [?" by stating that, “I'm everything
that | own. | own everything that | have." In other words, whether it's my profession, status,
aspiration, or even that shadow dwelling inside me in solitude, these are all a part of Me, and are
all self-portraits of Me. Based on this context, this year's educational exhibition, The Hidden Me:
Self-Portraits, is composed of self-portraits from the museum'’s collection and also by artists invited
especially for the exhibition. It offers our young audience an opportunity to understand how artists
see and examine themselves and also how they define themselves.

The exhibition title is derived from the sub-culture consumer behavior with the young generation’s
desire to collect limited hidden editions of vending machine-dispensed capsule toys or action
figures. The underlining art educational message based on contemporary self-portraits is that
each individual is distinctive, unique, and precious, and the self that exists in every given moment
or even the self that is unknown to others is of value and is worthy to be carefully looked at and
treasured. As the audience sees the self-portraits included in this exhibition through a lively
scenario-based exhibition design and engages in its game-like interactive experience, they are
guided through an attempt to explore themselves. Moreover, through interactive participations and
assertive engagements with seeing and interpreting art, the audience will also be able to acquire
the abilities to express their own emotions and have the opportunity to independently express
themselves. Through further understanding and exploration of the world, their concept of the self
and sense of accomplishment are strengthened. We hope that through this educational exhibition,
The Hidden Me: Self-Portraits, to fully express the notion that there is no standardize answer in art,
and it is unique for its quality of being open for exploration.

”i%azlm? Hua”j/

Director, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts
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