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Jincheng City-the Heart of the Taihang Mountain Range

Secretary of Jincheng City Committee of Communist Party of China Li Yanhong
Mayor of People’s Government of Jincheng City Xia Zhengui

From ancient times onward, the Taihang Mountains have been the backbone of China. And in the huge Taihang mountainous area, Jincheng
City is located at a critical place.

In the history of China’s development, the Taihang Mountains have played an extremely important role. Their magnificent terrain and
precipitous cliffs formed a natural Great Wall to prevent invasion by nomadic tribes and imperialist powers, and protect the central China. The
Taihang Mountains have also been a pivotal military place during war times due to both of their geographical and strategical importance. Therefore,
when the nation’s fate fell into precarious situations, a multitude of national heroes who took the responsibility of saving the country used to come
forth from the Taihang mountainous area, advancing wave upon wave. Their bravery and magnificent undertakings have formed the subjects of
splendid epics and displayed the majestic spirit of the Tathang Mountains that has been recorded ever afterwards in Chinese history.

Jincheng City, with its reputation as the Pearl of the Taihang Mountains, at their south end of the boundaries between Shanxi province and
Henan province, and on the division between North China Plain and Loess Plateau, is embraced by the Taihang Mountains to its east and the sinuous
Yellow River to its west. The city was a crucial fortress guarding the path to the central China, and also an access to the states of You and Yan.
Jincheng City boasts marvelous scenery and landscapes and has inherited a vigorous spirit since ancient times. Moreover, the city, characterized by
a profound academic atmosphere, is abundant with eminent scholars. In its centuries-old history, the spirit of the Taihang Mountains has been passed
down from one generation to another. Due to its special geographical location, long history, and profound cultural accumulation, Jincheng City has
evolved to be one of cradles of Chinese civilization that has glittered brilliantly in its ever changing history.

Many myths such as “Nvwa Mending the Firmament”, “Shennong Cultivating Fields”, “Yugong Removing the Taihang and Wangwu
Mountains”, “Jinwei Filling the Sea™ and other stories originated in Jincheng City.

Jincheng City has also fostered groups of outstanding writers, such as Wang Xisou, Wang Guoguang, Zhang Chunren, Hao Jing, Chen Tingjin,
Zhao Shuli and other eminent scholars. In addition, Jincheng City boasts many historic sites and cultural relics that are famous worldwide. For
instance, the Mausoleum of Yan Di (Emperor Yan, the ancestor of Huaxia), the ancient Changping Battle field, the birthplace of I-go--Qizi Mountain
and Royal Premier Mansion, Lius’ Folk Residence and other ancient castles and villages. Wang Mang Ridge, a biological tourist site in the North
China, along with the state natural reserved zones of Manghe River and Li Mountains, promoted tourism in Shanxi province. Up until now, there still
exist over 50 wooden architectures constructed before the Song and Jin dynasties, accounting for one third of such structures nationwide. Moreover,
forty-three spots under the national protection are also located in Jincheng City. Taihang and Taiyue revolutionary bases are famous. The armies led
by generals Zhu De, Peng Dehuai, Liu Bocheng and Deng Xiaoping attained a reputation for bravery. A profound cultural environment and general
moral ethos have shaped a folk spirit of industry, bravery and animation.

As of now, Jincheng City has won its reputation as one of the National Model Cities, Excellent Tourist Cities of China, National Garden-
Cities, one of the Model Cities of Environmental Protection of Shanxi Province, along with other honorary titles. Its economic and social indexes
rank top in Shanxi Province, with some of them ranking top among all central and western provinces. Consequently, Jincheng City has gained its
title as the Pearl of the Taihang Mountains. Its brilliant and excellent tradition of attaching importance to education and the local people’s efforts

to make their hometown prosperous shines through all the time composing a magnificent symphony. The melody is woven a new age and is
becoming the spiritual driving force of the Jincheng people-working hard for prosperity, constructing a relatively comfortable life and building up
a harmonious society. ‘

The Taihang Mountain Range, eight hundred li in length and breadth with the unique peak of Wang Mang Ridge, stretches along the borders of
Shanxi, Hebei and Henan. It reaches out southward from Beijing, rising straight up from the ground at the Wang Mang Ridge area, and then abruptly
stops and wanders westward. Wang Mang Ridge holds its head to the sky, taking on an unruly shape, overlooking the central China, and displaying
different appearances. It is characterized by towering and magnificent peaks, parallel colossal gorges, majestic cloud seas, waves of thundering pines,
splashing waterfalls and flowing springs, and forests covered with white snow against blue skies. The natural scenery of Wang Mang Ridge is the
most marvelous among the Taihang Mountains and has acquired a reputation as the Mountains with Clouds and Shadows. Wang Mang Ridge is not
only the epitome of the Taihang Mountains’ majestic, stiff and delicate scenery but also the natural symbol of five thousand years of persevering
spirit of the Taihang Mountains.

When contemporary photographer Qin Hongyu set foot on Wang Mang Ridge, he was intoxicated by its gorgeous scenery. In order to spread
the grandiose scenes and display the beautiful landscapes of the Taihang Mountains of his hometown, he set out alone on his journey to Wang Mang
Ridge. Exploring among the Mountains and trudging through storms for a couple of years, Mr. Qin took photos of the Mountains surrounded with
mists and shadows in daytime while gazing at the Ursa Major and the Milky Way at night; experienced thunder and lightning and savored brumes
and rosy clouds. Through ten years of hardship, Mr. Qin while enduring tremendous difficulties, Mr. Qin realized great achievements. In recent
years, he has won five state prizes successively, the title of Ten Outstanding Photographers for Reversal Film and the Qunxing Award—the national
government’s highest award at the 7th China Arts Festival. The significance of this lies in the fact that no Qunxing Award had been handed out in
Shanxi Province for the past 12 Qunxing Award Competitions. He won a great honor for Jincheng City. Moreover, he made the beautiful scenery of
Wang Mang Ridge known to the outside world.

There are two verses from a rhythmical essay on writing by Lu Ji, an essayist of the Jin dynasty: “Browsing both ancient and current times
in an instant and peregrinating around the world in a flash”. Opening this album Wang Mang Ridge, we can get a real sense of the panorama of the
Taihang Mountains, appreciate majestic Jincheng City, enjoy beautiful mountains and rivers and perceive their vigorous noble spirit. We strongly feel
the energetic and steadfast heroic spirit, and the lofty quality contained in the Taihang Mountains. Sublime and beautiful scenery constantly inspires
our deep love for our country. By traveling through the profound changes and magnificence of history do we realize that fortitude and generosity
residing in the Taihang Mountains will be a part of valuable treasures of the Chinese people.

Taihang Mountains, the mountains of heroic spirit, the mountains with human spirit, show their true color in wind and frost, snow and rain,
and are not only reflected by art of light and shadow through the album Wang Mang Ridge, but also kept in the minds of the Chinese people forever.

I hope the album Wang Mang Ridge may lead you to the appreciation of Jincheng City and the wondrous Taihang Mountains, to experience
profound changes of this five-thousand-year civilization and to highly admire the grandiose and unswerving eight-hundred-li land.
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