


.\
Picture Album
Of
The Large Dragon Stamps
And
The Postal History
Of |
The Qing Dynasty

Compiled by
The China National Postage Stamp Museum

BRI FEBRET



KATWB R Hb

B o S

E

2 M

RAERE— G,

L I 4 e i
m oW R

L S

W OE— i

W BRI (T ) fR R
A 2 D R
R B B SR R RE
e B R L Hi B

BEMEIR B

e — i 0F 1

B SR
AEEMEEFH FRRSDLTFDE

o B EEEE R
it A B TR

B 108000 5T 1RES L e R
) o0 MR SR ) WL
ISBN 962 07 5077 2

Eft: 1505

RRAERTH « AELUT TSR « & WIE FTHEEE -
LA b e ] SR ~ (e A B R o

L e B

A PICTURE ALBUM OF THE LARGE DRAGON STAMPS AND

THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE QING DYNASTY
@ 1989 The Commercial Press {Hong Kong) Lid.

Compiled by: The China National Postage Stamp Muscum
Chief Editor: Sun Shaoying
Reviser: Yang Qiming
Executive Editors: Li Yihua, Kwan Pui Ching
Editors: Zhang Shuoyan, Yang Shoutian
Zhao Qiang, Zhang Longying
Translated by: Liu-Shoupci
Photographer: Wang Zhonghu
Co-published by:
The Commercial Press (Hong Kong) Lid.
Kau Yong Building, 200 Finnie 5t.. Quarry Bay. Hong Kong.
The Forbidden City Publishing House of The Palace Museum
JTingshan Changie, Beijing. China
Designed by: Wong Kam Fung
Inseription: Dong Zhenghe

Color Separation by:
Asia Graphic Arts Co.
TiFlae 3, ¥ip Choong Centre, 10 Fung Yip S1.. Chai Wan, Hong Kong.

Printed by:

C & C Offset Printing Co., Lid.
75, P Chisng S8 Kowloon, Homg Kong

First published in 1989
by The Commercial Press (Hong Kong) Ltd.
ISBN 962 07 5077 2

All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced,

stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording and/or otherwise without the
prior written permission of the publishers.






BTSN RO GO R SRR R RR AR SR OR RPN RRRRRRRRR RO R ERORER RN R RRERRRRS

52

(l

—AEAE  REETHRE-ERE—AREE - EPEREEE LR
EEM( o EEEEREEFTREERMSRML  EEE AR TEFHR:AEFEESmP
B+ S A — B R BLGEE AR o

HPERT (CEDE » Tt — AL AFERHRERMAR  — ATURE NS 2w SER
BRI » 5|~ ——FBHEEYT  FRES TS EEE B higklgE - 8
R PERERAE S — 0 EV R BEBEBGEEOTE 8RBT T —RY
o ehFEEAH AR  EBENEESROSEHE « mMBEEE (Hh@
EREEMEHE ) FREE - NEE - AEEMLFELSEE - UREERE
HBfE=o

BiesTEARBERTIORE  —AANFELA » FRBESHERE T
UM EEERE - BANERAREFSIREHHCNASE - TEALE - AL
KEMBEE - MEXBEBEE - BT AEBEEE - Bl cLtes
g hBNTRE BHOKESEREEHD - 7V EHMAHES - BRE
BT~ Fhag ~ BB - S LIRESER - KR S SEERNAAL
H L T A 1P P R D S B 5 e o

e R A RE B SLAT D o 35 T ML MR R A A R T R RE B A A B B AT £R
B o hERESZEIEmEER LEER - PES—BETEEE - RS EREEE
LLE Fidihl ~ KREEE - s AT FER S MYMES B - LRIBIE - ERE
RS RESD  RAEMEN  HenER T 52 TiE —BREEFEE - i
EHRT T ARBEMMUEETAESR

hEEH S EREETEE  EREAREEOESHNE R EEEE
HEEBBEAMEERURETRPELAREEHAM Rt —EHERHOPE
ER&EH - HFEBBERHE AN ARBENRITZR - HERNE BT
b9 TR o

{EE S 5 BELC R B P AR L S SO AR R H AT LA AP
SHEE IR P ETREBOWE -

o

NSO NR RSB I RN ES R IR RO RRER BRSO RGP ORORCRPRIORORRBRERDReS



g-'.t.‘-tﬁol#“ﬁ.ﬁ““.ﬂi'.ﬂﬂi'ﬂI'IIﬂ-%""iﬁ!..-'lll!!.-ﬂ‘-‘Q“.'--..'..".-

Foreword

The Large Dragen, first issued in 1878, is the first set of stamps issued in China.
It marked the beginning of China’s modern post and indicated that China, a country
with a courier communication history of several thousand years, has entered a new
stage of communications which makes use of modern means.

China's modern postal service was operated by the Customs of the Qing Dynasty
for more than thirty years: starting from the inauguration of the Customs trial-run
postal service in 1878 to the establishment of the National Postal Service approved by
Emperor Guang Xu in 1896, till the takeover of the Ministry of Communications in
1911. During that period, China's postal service gradually unified and developed. And
to meet the needs of postal communications, a series of postal issues were released .
To name the most important ones, there are: the Customs Large Dragons, Customs Small
Dragons, Empress Dowager [ubille issue, various surcharges (including Red Revenue sur-
charges), Coiling Dragons, postage dues, Xuan Tong commemorative issue, postal cards
and express mail stamps.

To celebrate the 110th anniversary of the issuance of the Large Dragon stamps,
the China National postage Stamp Museum held a commemorative exhibition of
thematic philately in July, 1988. At the exhibition, there were collections of the Large
Dragon stamps from celebrated philatelists of China and abroad, including Mr. Lam
Man Yin and Mr. Li Jingyu of HongKong, Mr. Meiso Mizuhara of Japan and Mr.
Zhao Ziling of Canada. The collection of the late philatelist Mr. Chen Xiangtao was
also on display. Among the exhibited Large Dragon stamps and covers, many were
worldfamous rarities. Also on show were the Large Dragon stamps and materials of
the related postal history presented by renowned philatelists Xia Yan, Lin Song, Wu
('-;Juhua. Jiang Kangning, Zhang Shengyu, Shi Shuilang and You Naigi of of Mainland
China.

As China is the birthplace of the Large Dragon stamps, the present album also
includes some historical materials of the Chinese Imperial Post of the time around the
birth of the Large Dragons, which were borrowed from the national historical archives
by the China National Postage Stamp Museum with the help of the Shanghai Customs,
the First and Second Historical Archives of China, the Tianjin Customs, the Tianjin
Archives, the Museum of the History of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in Nanjing.
These materials vividly reproduce China's postal history of the period over 100 years
ago, and especially highlight the printing and issuance of the Large Dragon stamps.

The present album is compiled with a view to providing philatelists and those in-
terested in the history of China’s modern post some historical materials in a graphical
and systematic way. It is also hoped that this album will help to promote further study
of the Large Dragon stamps and better understanding of the history of China’s mod-
ern post.

Gratetul acknowledgements are to be made to those friends who have enthusias-
tically supported the compilation of this album by generously lending us the exhibits.

XU YUTANG
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Beijing through Sansheng
Letter Office

Areceiptof Guangtal Letter
Officein 1879
Anoteacknowledging
receipt from Fuxingrun
Letter Office in 1880
Shanghai wreaty port Large
Divagon Stamps with value in
candarins, 1865

Shanghai L, PO, Smiall
Divagon stamps in candarins,
1 564G

Shanghai L.P.O, Double
Dragon stamps in silver
dollar, 1891-92

Shanghai Municipal Council
Emblem stamps, 1 89306
Hankou L.P.O. stamps, 2nd
tssue with tea pedlar design,
1843

Yamai Local Post's 1 st issue,
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Chongging L.P.O. Pagoda
anel Junk stamp, 1894
Zhenjiang Local Posts 1st
issue: Golden Mountain
without clouds, 1594

Wuhu Local Post’s Istissue,
perlorated, 18594

. Xiamen LP.O.stamps of

“Herans ina marsh”,
180506

Fuzhou Local Post's 1 st issue,
| 89500

Nanjing Local Post’s 1st issue
stamps with unshaded
English letiers, 1896
Yichang L. PO, stamps, 1884
Jiujiang Local Posts st issue,
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Wenliwe stamps, 1808

- Liugongdao Island's |5t

issue, |BO9

Stamps of France opt. with
“China” in French,
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Stamps of France opt. with
“Guangzhou™in French,
1641
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=110,
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- Stamps of

Stamps of France opt. with
“Qiongzhou”in French, 1901
Stamps of France opt. with
“Mengzi”in French,
1R

Stamps of France opt. with
“Guangzhou Bay” in French,
1968

Stamps of France opt. with
“Beihai” in French, 1903-04
Stamps of France opt. with
“Chongging™ in French,
1908

Stamps of France opt. with
“Kunming” in French, 1908
Stamps ol Hong Kong opt.
with "China™ in English by
GB, 1917

. Stampsof Germany opt.

with “China™ in English,
18981913

wozhou specially
printed by Germany, 1900

- Stamps of Japan opr. with

“China” in Japanese,
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3. LS stamps opt. with

“Shanghai” in English, 1919

- Stamps of ltaly opt with

“Beijing” in Italian, 1918

- Stamps of Tialy opt. with

“Tianjin™in Italian, 191819

- Stampsof Russia opt. with

“China” in Russian,
18991904

- Stampsopt. with “B.R.A by

the British army, 1900

- Stamp ol India opt. with

“C.EF." in English GB, 1900

K. Hart's portraitand his
name card

G Detring's portrait

Li Hongzhang’s portrait
Aleter from G. Detring wo Li
Hongzhang

Aletier [rom Li Hongzhang
1o G Detring

“Postal Motification™ and
“Postage TarilT™ of the
Tianjin Customs issued on
May 1, 1878

Aleverdated June 15, 1878
from G, Detring, o the
Statistical Department of the
Shanghai Customs

Aletver seni by the Statistical
Department of the Shanghai
Custems on July 18, 1878 ta
the Tianjin Customs

Aletter sent by G. Detring on
July 28, 1878 10 Shanghai
Customs

Aletter dated Sep. 4, 1878
Trom G, Detring to Shanghai
Customs

Aletterof July 29, 1878 from
G Detring 1o Yantai
Customs
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6=17.
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B-2.
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Aleter dated July 29, 1878
from G. Detrinng to
Niuzhuang

Aletter dated Aug.9, 1878
from G. Detring 1o Beijing
Customs

Aletter daved Sep. 4, 1878
trom G, Detring 1o Yantai
Chuistoms

A decree of the
Inspectorate—General of
Niuzhuwang, Aug. 1, 1878

An 1894 cover with an
official document chop of
Customs Posi office from
Anping 1o Shanghai

An 1894 cover with an
official document chop of
Customs post olfice from
Wuhu to Shanghai

. An 188 cover with an

official document chop of
Customs post office from
Danshui to Shanghai

An 1895 cover with an
official decument chnp of
Customs post office from
Fuzhou to Shanghai

An 1880 Huayang Post
entire envelope from
Shanghai to Beijing

An 1880 Huayang Post
entire envelope from Tianjin
1o Beijing

The postal regulations
drafied by
Inspectorate—General R,
Hart in 1896

Asetof 3 Small Dragons
(rough perforations), 885
Asetol 3 Small Dragons
{clean—cut perforations),
1858

Asetol Dowager Jubilee
stamps, 1894

The Proclaimation of the
Founding of the Taiwan
General Postal
Administration, 1885
Anoflicial note ol Taiwan
Puast

Abulletin stamp of Taiwan
Post

Specimens of Taiwan horse
and dragon stamps, 1888
An 1892 entire envelope
from Huwei o Dadaocheng
bearing a postal stamp for
the public

“Taiwan single tiger”
stamps, | 545

The memorial of YVamen
1506
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The Chiviese Impevial Post RA.
de Villard's original
rnanuscripl (i part), 1896
Small figure surcharged on
Small Dragons, 1897

Large figure surcharged on
Small Dragons, 1897

Small figure surcharged on
Dowager Jubilee issue, 1897
Large figure surcharged on
Znd printol Dowager Jubilee
issue, 1807

Large fighre surcharged on
2nd printol Dowager Jubilee
issue, 1897

Red Revenue stamps
surcharged for postal use,
1897

Japan-lithographed with
coiling dragon, carp and wild
goose as the theme, 1897

1010, Coiling dragon stamps on an
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112
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116,
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115,
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entire addressed 1o Yuan
Shikai of Tianjin from
Henan, 1907

The Lse stavisticad table of the
Manistry of Conmunications

The approved regulations
coneerming the civil service of the
Maunistry of Communicaiions

The yearly postal development
programme of the Minséry of
Commactions

The draft of a document
aboul the takeover of courier
stations by the Ministry of
Communications

. Aletter from the Taxation

Office 1o the Ministry of
Finance and the Acting
Inspectorate-General of
Taxation

Aleter from the Taxation
Office 1o the Ministry of
Communications

Aletter from the Taxation
Office to the Ministry of
Communications and the
Acting Inspecrorate—General
of Taxation

Aletter from the Taxation
Office to the Ministry of
Communications

Aletter from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs 1o the
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=LA lewer From the Taxation

Office to the Ministry of
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Inspectorate-~General of
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Commemorative issue, 1908

=12 The scal of the

Directorate-General of Posts
under the Ministry of
Communications, May 19] |
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