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Since the debut of the Crystal Palace on the lawn of Hyde Park at the London Expo (the Great
Exhibition) in 1851, architecture has begun to occupy a leading role for the Expos. In the 159 years’
history of the World Expos, architecture has always been the best interpreter of the Expo themes. In
turn, the Expos have become influential stages for new architectural concepts and technologies. In fact,
every Expo so far has contributed to the evolution of architecture in some way. It is no exaggeration to
say that architectural history would be dissimilar without the contribution of the Expos.

The Expo 2010 Shanghai has hence aligned with this history. This notion of architectural influence is
now extended to China, to Shanghai and to the Huangpu River. As with the previous Expos where top
architects were pushed to the forefront of the world architectural stage, a large number of architects
from the Architectural Design and Research Institute of Tongji University were in the same position
this time. In the Expo history, there has never been an institute that had the chance to take part in the
design of so many projects at one single Expo. Now that the curtains of the Shanghai Expo are up, the
Expo architecture is under review of visitors from all over the world.

We take pride in living up to the two characters of “Tongji”, which has a history of 103 years, and in
holding high the flag of Tongji Architecture to the world. Our institute either took the lead in designing
main pavilions with leading-edge innovative concepts, or provided world-class architects and design
institutes with technical support of mature and tested technologies. We have fully displayed our
technical strength and unparalleled design processes. The Expo not only gave us a chance to display
ourselves, but provided a broader stage for Tongiji Architecture to go farther after the Expo, from the
Huangpu riverside to the whole of China, and hopefully stretching to the four corners of the world.

Tongji Architecture has become a brand that we are immensely proud of. However, Tongji Architecture
is more than a brand, it is also an ideal about sustainable and harmonious development. It is a people-
oriented notion about protecting and nurturing our precious world.

Better city, better life. Better architecture, better life. Our institute has achieved a great deal and to a
high standard, but we can do more and do better.

I hereby write this preface to encourage Tongji architects; let us encourage ourselves and encourage
each other.

Wu Jiang
Vice Chairman of the Council of the Architectural Society of Shanghai China
Vice President of Tongji University
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