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world peace is the ideal of every Buddhist, who can indeed solve this problem better than any
other people. But we Huddhists should first_find out as well as understand thoroughly the new
circumstances of the modern time; and how the minds of modern people all over the world really work.
‘Th2u try our best to bring about the necessary reformations with the perfect gnidance of Oar lord's
Noble Teachings. At the same timne endeavour to adapt Buddhism to modern conditions apd thereby
meXing it one of the most powerful forces in the world for the spiritual progress of humenity. For
instance we must lirst find ont the cause of the world war, as weli a8 investigate how to establish n
sure foundation for real perpetusl world peace. Try to destroy the root ol war by the Light of the
Buddha-Dhamma, which ensures real peace not only for the time being, but for ever, If the roots
of cne present declining conditions of finance, politics, education, modern thought etc., dre not
destroyed at anearly date, war will certainly break out again sooner or later. Find out a propar way
_of leading mankind to the Noble Path of Salvation with the guidance of Buddha-Dhamma, See
whether Our Lord Buddha's unsurpassed Doctrine hes enonogh power ol relieving merakind from the
ocean of sorrow or not. If we are successful in promoting perpetual world peace with the excellent
guidance of I.ord Buddhna’s Nob'e Teachings; then we are propagating Buddha-Dhamma the whole
world over, as well as conferring real happiness and benefit upon all sentient heings. To make people
understand that the most Strikiag feature of Lord Buddha’s Noble Teachings is their great practicality.:
‘T'hese excellent Teachings are, not vague or beyond the reach of men at all, They are wonderful ways
of overcomning ignorauce and sorrow, and of leading mankind to perfect enlightenment,

4) Conclusion:—

All Buddhists, who have an earnest determination to propagate the Bnddha-Dhamma should
forge ahead with a firm resolve to investigate the above mentioned problems, Firgt of all try to
understand perfectly well that the eternal Truth of Lord Buddha’s unparalleled Doctrine are the
greateat and most successful ways of relieving mankind from the ocean of sorrow and Snffering. Then
think out a good way of enabling people all over the world to realize that the lundamental Truth ol
Buoddhism is the special practical philosophies of life.. Try to lind the best way to enable Buddhism to
inflnence people all ov er the world successfully.

In cnncluSmn, there are two important things that we Ruddhist ﬁhould endeavonr (n
undertake.

Since we are Chinese, we should first tfy to propagate the Buddha-Dhamma by adapting it to
modermn Chinese Culture.

Secondly, think out a perfect way of making Buddhism the essence and foundation of per-
petus] world peace.

These are the objects towards which all Buddhists who have the determination to propagate
Our Lord’s Noble Teachings should strive energetically.
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At this moment, China does not ouly have to defend herself against other countries, but Las
also to apply hersell to preveiling conditions. Kor instance, in order to defend herself against
invaders, China has to strive to abolish all the unfair terms of contract end bring herseli up to the
evolutionary level of other powerful countries. In modern China, people are educated along the liues
of development of modern culture. At the same time, we shall come to know that the concern of all
thoughtful people in the world is based on the fundamentsal fact of establisking perpetusl] world peace.
Ususlly, thoughts come before de:ds. Faor instance, we shonld now think of how to establisha
reformed China after the war, as well as how to proceed to sequire perpetual world peace. Indeed,
Buddhism cannot do much during the war, but all educated Buddbists can help in the establiShment
of & new Chinese Culture and {u the promotiou cf perpetusl world peace. In order to enable Budd-
hism to be the prominent soutce and the essence of this culture, all Buddhists should endeavour
to acquaint people all over the world with the Noble Teachings of Lord Buddha. We should not allow
Bnddhism to be brought into discredit and regarded es something out-of-date. It is hoped that
the followers of this eminent religion will succeed in making it the guidance and source of inspiration
for all ectivities in the world. '

2) Yo establish Chinese modern Culture,

The Three Principles of the National Government of China are certaiuly the model examples of
modern Chinese culture. But these principles are only the basic rules. I'hese rules are the result of
various kinds of circumstances, One of the elements that constitutes this culture is the teachings of
the ancient Sages, such as Confucius and Mencius, Otber elements of culture are modern science,
modern philosophy, Christianity and other religions, Nowadays, thoughts of modern wise men are
gradually becoming more pronounced. In olden times, BuddhiSm represented the thoughts of learned
men in the reigus of Sheong and Ming. At bresent, Western education has influenced the thoughts of
ell who Strive to make their countires pragtessive and powerful. Modern thought and Tao-ists are
generally against Buddhism., Even though thzy do not oppose Buddhiam, they pay no attention ta
such & way of life at all. ‘That is why, we, the Huddhists, should try our very best to find out whe-
ther Buddhl‘m has been discarded by the founders of modern Chinese culture, or whather Buddhism
has had any influeuce on the organization of modem ChmeSe culture. [t is a tremendous pity that
Buddhism has not only been discarded as the prominent guidance in forming modero Chinese culture,
but it also has 1o possibility of taking part in it at all. Buddhism is totally ignored in the orgasiza-
tion of modern culture. Unfortunately, it is not only impossible for Buddhism to offer much help
during the time of defence, but it also bas no opportunity to partake in the work of organizing
modern Chinese culture, The result is that BuddhiSm will no doubt be looksd down upon by all
citizens as somethiog useless and worthless sooner or later.

All Chinese Buddhists should pay much attention to this, not only by studying Original Budd-
hism and Developed Buddhiem, and the diserimination of the impermanence of materialism, things
koown aud unknown to the world or Zen and Pure Land Doctrive; but evary Buddhist should strive to
make Buddhism the bedrock of Chinese modern thoughts. FEndeavour to adapt Buddhism to modern
conditions and thereby enable China to bacome in harmony with its shining example. At last, we
skould try to make Buddhism one ol the most powerful sonrces of Chinese modern culture instead of
being ignored by others.

(3) To promote Perpatual Waorld Peace,

At present however, wise men iu every part ol the world are investigating and discussing an
effectunl way of promoting perpetual world peace. Many politiciang, pbilosophers and “the heads of
various religions have been much concerned with this problem, and nurierous suggestions have been
given by them. It is quite strange that Buddhists in different parts of the world do not Seem to be
active in this matter, and nothing whatsoevar has been done by them. In fact, to prowmote perpetual
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BUDDHISTS SHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO PARTICIPATH IN THE CHINRESE AND
INTRRNATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF MODERN CULTURE.
o BY
THE LATE VENERABLE TAI SHU, CHIEE ABBOT OF CHII’fA
RENDRRRD INTO ENGLISH
BY
HIS DISCIPLE, THE VENERARLE TZEE HONG'S DRVOTRE, MISS PITT TZRE HUI.

(1) The Reason that Buddha-Dhamnia exists in the world.

The proverb *‘The existence of Buddha-Dhamma in the Sansara World should not be entirely
without worldly wisdom'’, means that although the Doctrire js the Noble Truth expounded by Hi®
Transcendental Wisdom, it i2 siso because of the great compassion and boundless love which spriog
from the very core of His heart, that the Buddha preached these sermous, sothat all His Noble .-
Principles are practical and within the reach of every one. Therefore, Our Lord’s Noble Teachings ere -
the Universal Doctines which are in perfect agreement with eternal Truth as well as with worldly
wisdom. Buddhe-Dhamma does not only appeal to people of all classes, but is zlso adaptable to the
differant thonghts of different people in different times nnder all circumstances,

From the above point of view, we might know that when we study the Tripitaka we should
not only try tounderstand what the Noble Truth therein meant under the circumstances of the time
when the Doctrine was expounded by Our Lord. For instance, when we investigate the Teaching ol
Venerable Loong Sheo, we shall not only comprehend the teaching therein, but will also come to know -
the thoughts of both Buddhists and non-Buddhists in India during his life time. Wa should realize
haw Venerable Loong Shoo started to point ont the erroneous views of heretics as well as to acquaint
people with the Developed Buddhisia, in order to enable Buddhism to become popular again. Then,
we will find out how Buddhism wag regarded by the puflic during the time of Venerable Woo Chiok,
as well as during the time when Venerable Suan Chong visited India. Then try to observe the thoughts
" of both Buddbists and non-Buddhists in China before the rcign of Tong. Find out why there was an

inter-relationship between Buddhism and China, how the philcsophy of that time was inlluenced by
Buddhism, and why Buddhism was so prosperous at that time. .

From this, we should know that if we wish to make Buddbism populer all over China and the
world at the present time, we should first find out how Buddhism approached the various important
circumstances in olden time and then endeavour to find out a suitable way of prometing Buddhism in
the present time. Again try (o understand the most influential thoughts of leamed people in
China as well as in other countries all over the world. Then, find out what is maost needed
in China and in the world. Think out a way of making Buddhism the most powerful guidance and
source of righteousness in China and all over the world. We can either rectify people’s wrong views
with the guidance of Buddhism, or adapt the Buddha-Dhamma which is one of the greatest and
most practical ohilosophies of life to the progrezs of humanity. In reality thisis what a staunch
Buddhist, who is keen on the propaganda of Buddhism should resolve to do. Altbough this
imporiant duty cannot bz fulfilled by beginoers, all scholar8 should endeavour to bear the responsibility
to proceed.

At present, it is a time ol bloodshed, turmeil and distress in China as well as all over the
world. In these modern days, we Buddhists cannot do much without extreme effort, but on the other
hand there are two things which we should de in the meantime, but still have not yet done,
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