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The Mirror
S8 T A % 16 DC

"Dr. Papaderos, what is the meaning
of life?"

The usual laughter followed, and people
stirred to go.

Papaderos held up his hand and stilled
the room and looked at me for a long time,
asking with his eyes if I was serious and

seeing from my eyes that I was.

"T will answer your question.”

Taking his wallet out of his hip pocket,
he fished into a leather billfold and brought
out a very small round mirror, about the
size of a quarter.

And what he said went like this:

"When I was a small child, during the
war, we were very poor and we lived in a
remote village. One day, on the road, I found
the broken pieces of a mirror. A German

motorcycle had been wrecked in that place.

"I tried to find all the pieces and put
them together, but it was not possible, so
I kept only the largest piece. This one, and,

stir [st3:(n)] v. 5&zh; FFIRTEER
billfold ['biifould] . g3
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by scratching it on a stone, I made it round.
I began to play with it as a toy and became
fascinated by the fact that I could reflect
light into dark places where the sun would
never shine in deep holes and crevices and
dark closets. It became a game for me to
get light into the most inaccessible places
I could find.

"I kept the little mirror, and, as I went
about growing up, I would take it out in
idle moments and continue the challenge
of the game. As I became a man, I grew to
understand that this was not just a child's
game but a metaphor for what I might do
with my life. I came to understand that I
am not the light or the source of light. But
light truth, understanding, knowledge is
there, and it will shine in many dark places
only if I reflect it.

"l am a fragment of a mirror whose
whole design and shape I do not know.
Nevertheless, with what I have I can reflect
light into the dark places of this world into
the black places in the hearts of men and
change some things in some people. Perhaps
others may see and do likewise. This is what
I am about. This is the meaning of my life."

. crevice [krevis] n. (#58, ESR%H) s
- metaphor [metsfa(r)] n. [{&5]5%; B
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Speed
i E

Whoosh!

I sailed by person after person on the
track.

Whoosh! Whoosh! Whoosh!

I am a runner. Well, technically a jogger.
I often run at the track near my home, most
people on the track walking, therefore my
speed, meager in running terms and faster

than walking.

So it's whoosh, whoosh, and whoosh
as I pass the walkers over and over around
the track.

My speed and endurance seem amazing
to the walkers. Some will come and walk
for an hour. I am running when they come
and still running when they leave. I have
whooshed by them twenty or more times.

I got several lessons in life today on
the track.

As I circled the track with my long
steady strides passing the walkers like lamp
poles, 1 got to feel superior. I know you

whoosh [wuf] n. Tkt
steady ['stedi] adj. EH; BEH

The Greatest Manvanmml SrmJ in the World

ng 1

HE b, BEET P
Ak

MELOTER ) R

BR—ANHPE. B, NE
WA B, B EHE. R
HAER MG A0 BEIE L RP,
HERKED AR IT. B
MR LR, HHERE
e

FriA, TEMUE L, FRIEEH
ST = AT As

1 39 5 AR ATALTFAEAT A
RERA. B ASRX His
— AN, TR AE R, RAE
M, ARAE R, RIEEH.
R—BEEXERE, MhA15a
£33 7208 %K.

AR, FEXKHIE L, BE
HTAERRR—EER.

LR AR SEK, 8
R 2R A AR AT A, IR —Fh
R, HEERAS, A

meager [mi:ga(r)] n. 3k
stride [straid] n. k25; i
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shouldn't, you don't have to tell me, but
after the constant whooshing past far
younger people, it goes to your head.

Then he came.

He was short, perhaps five feet three.
He didn't look like much of a runner. I
saw him get out of the car and stretch as I
whooshed by a couple holding hands.

He started running a few feet ahead
of me. .

He was fast. I sped up to keep up. At
last, I had someone to pace myself against.
After half a lap I was on his heels but my
breath was coming harder and heavier.
After the first lap I was gasping but still
on his heels. After a lap and a half my feet
started hurting.

I slowed up and got back to my pace.
The pain in my feet went away. I could
breathe again without sounding like having

a lung disease. He sped away.

In a fairly short time, whoosh! He went
past me. Whoosh! Whoosh! Whoosh!

In life, there will always be those slower
and faster. Some have natural ability, some
have trained harder. For some, speed is
simply their destiny.

The point is that we each have our own

speed, and we often end up hurting our-
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selves and pushing ourselves to the point
where the breath is knocked out of us
because we are trying to keep up.

I learned several lessons that day.

Don't get puffed up because you are
faster than some. Don't feel inferior be-
cause some are faster than you. Don't judge
the capabilities of others by how they look.

How much of your breath (spirit) is
knocked out because you are running some-
one else's race?

Are you trying to outrun someone's
car, house, clothes, looks, job title, etc.?

How much pain are you in trying to
keep up with someone who may be run-
ning for an entirely different reason, heading
to an entirely different place, with entirely
different muscles?

Slow down or maybe speed up, but

run your race to the best of your ability.

Whether you realize it or not, you are
the real pace setter.

Don't run fast when you should be
running slowly. Don't run at all when you
should be walking, and don't walk when
you should be running.
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puffup Bk BBk THKEA
outrun [aut'ran] v. BB LL----1R; #Bid
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See the Beauty in Life
f 3L app i) G

The park bench was deserted as I sat
down to read under an old willow tree.
Disillusioned by life with good reason to
frown, for the world was intent on drag-
ging me down. .

Then a young boy out of breath ap-
proached me, all tired from play. He stood
right before me with his head tilted down
ant said with great excitement, "Look what
I found! "

In his hand was a flower, its petals
all withered. I faked small smile and then
shifted away.

But instead of retreating he sat next
to me and placed the flower to his nose
and declared, "It sure smells sweet and
it's beautiful, too. That's why I picked it;
here it's for you."

The wildflower before me was dying
or dead without vibrant colors like orange,
yellow or red. But I knew I must take it, or
he might never leave. So I reached for the
flower, and replied, "Just what I need."

disillusion [disrlu:3n] v. EE1E
wither ['wida(r)] v. B#; %
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But instead of him placing the flower
in my hand, he held in the midair. It was
then that I noticed for the very first time
that boy was blind.

I heard my voice quiver, tears shining
like the sun as I thanked him for picking
the very best one. "You're welcome," he
smiled, and then ran off to play, unaware
of the impact he'd had on my day.

I sat there and wondered how he
managed to see a self-pity woman under
an old willow tree. How did he know of
my self-indulged plight? Perhaps from
his heart, he'd been blessed with true sight.

Through the eyes of a blind child, at
last I could see the problem was not with
the world, the problem was me. And for
all of those times I myself had been blind,
I vowed to see the beauty in life and cherish
every second that's mine.

And then I held that wilted flower up
to my nose, breathed in the fragrance of a
beautiful rose and smiled.

midair [mid'ea(r)] n. gk
plight [plart] n. 85%; HiE
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