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Plant Quarantine

( Presidential Decree No. 1433)

Promulgating the plant quarantine law of 1978, thereby revising and consolidating existing plant
quarantine laws to further improve and strengthen the plant quarantine service of the bureau of plant in-
dustry

WHEREAS, economic losses due to injury on agricultural crops brought about by plant pests have become
increasingly significant;

WHEREAS, the prevention of introduction, incursion, establishment and subsequent spread of plant pests
by regulating the international and domestic movements of plants and plant products, is considered more practical
and economical than any other method of plant pest control;

WHEREAS, modern means of transportation and handling of imports and exports have favored the expedi-
tious and extensive movements of plants and plant products, thereby, increasing the risk of plant pest introduc-
tion and/or incursion ;

WHEREAS, plant quarantine is basically and essentially a preventive measure, it being the actual front-
line defense against the introduction or incursion into the country of plant pests which are destructive to our agri-
cultural crops;

WHEREAS, some of the provisions of Act No. 3027 dated March 8, 1922, entitled “an act to protect the
agricultural industries of the philippine islands from injurious plant pests and diseases existing in foreign coun-
tries and further to regulate the domestic movement of plant materials in order to minimize the injury from pests
and diseases already introduced. “ and act no. 3767, dated november 26, 1930, entitled ” an act regulating
the importation, bringing or introduction into the philippine islands of living animals, such as insects, birds,
crustaceans, bats, mollusks, reptiles, mammals, and other animals, not falling within the scope of the term
‘ domestic animals’ as provided and defined in section four of act numbered thirty — six hundred and thirty —
nine, in order to protect the agricultural industries of this country and for other purposes” are no longer relevant
and applicable to the protection of plant industries of this country, and therefore, require urgent and immediate
modification and updating;

WHEREAS, the Plant Quarantine rules and regulations of the Philippines must be compatible with those of
other countries and with the provisions of the Food and Agriculture Organization — International Plant Protection
Convention of the United Nations to which the Philippines is a signatory;

WHEREAS, the attainment of the foregoing objectives requires the necessary improvement and strengthe-
ning of the Plant Quarantine Services of the Bureau of Plant Industry by providing adequate laws; regulations;
resources and facilities; and incentives to Plant Quarantine Officers.

NOW, therefore, I, Ferdinand E. Marcos, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in
me by the Constitution do hereby decree and order the following:

Section 1 This Decree shall be known as the “Plant Quarantine Decree of 1978” .

Section 2 Definition of Terms. —The following terms used in this Decree shall mean as follows ;

a. Person any natural or juridical person such as corporation, partnerships, societies, associations,

firms, companies and other legal entities.
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b. Director the Director of Plant Industry.

c. Plant Quarantine Officer any person so appointed and/or designated by the Director of Plant Indus-
try.

d. Country any independent political unit or sovereign nation, territory, colony and political or territorial
subdivision.

e. Carrier includes every sort of craft or other artificial contrivance used, capable of being used as a
means of transportation in land, water or air.

f. Plants shall comprise living plants and parts thereof, including seeds, cuttings, rhizomes, bulbs and
corms, grafts, leaves, roots, scions and others that are capable of propagation.

g. Plant Products shall mean products derived from plants, either in their natural state or in manufac-
tured or processed form and are capable of harboring plant pests.

h. Potential Animal Pest shall comprise certain species of animals that are liable to become agricultural
crop pests such as insects, monkeys, rodents, bats, finches, rabbits, snails and other forms of animal life capa-
ble of causing injury to agricultural crops.

i. Packing Materials include leaves, straw, bark and other plant materials used as wrapping, packing,
or covering and are capable of harboring plant pets.

j- Plant Pest any form of plant or animal life, or any pathogenic agent, injurious or potentially injurious to
plants and/or plant products.

k. Quarantine Orders shall mean those Administrative Orders promulgated and issued by the Director of
Plant Industry to implement the provisions of this Decree.

. Commodity Treatment any form of treatment applied to plants, plant products, and other materials ca-
pable of harboring plant pests, for the purpose of destroying or eliminating any infection/infestation caused by
plant pests.

m. Port of Entry is a port open to both foreign and domestic trade. The term includes principal ports of
entry and subports of entry.

n. Importation is the act of bringing into the country foreign commodities mentioned under Section 3 and
4 of this Decree for planting, consumption, manufacturing, domestication or for any other purpose.

o. Plants/Plant Products in Transit shall refer to plants/plant products brought into any port in the
country but are not intended for landing at the said port.

p. Exportation is the act of transporting commodities mentioned under Sections 3, 4, and 6 hereof, from
a local port to a foreign port.

q. Phytosanitary Certification shall mean plant health certification.

Section 3 Importation of plants and plant products. —The importation and/or introduction into the
Philippines of plants, plant products, soil packing materials of plant origin capable of harboring plant pests and
are a source or medium of infection/infestation of plant pests, is hereby restricted subject to such quarantine or-
ders, rules and regulations as may be promulgated, from time to time, by the Director with the approval of the
Secretary of Agriculture.

Section 4 Importation of potential animal pests. —The importation of certain species of animals which
are liable to become agricultural crop pests and are capable of causing injury to agricultural crops, is hereby pro-
hibited. However, importation in limited quantities for a justifiable purpose and upon a written permit from the
Director of Plant Industry, may be allowed.

Section 5 Commodities in transit. —Commodities mentioned under Section 3 and 4 of this Decree, as

well as, food provisions of plant origin and plant ornaments on board carriers, that are in transit shall be required



