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As of 2004, the world economy
has entered the post phase of the
global financial crisis in 2008,
presenting a relatively stable growth
with slow recovery. However, based
on the current world economic growth

there are three key
the global

environment,

elements that restrain
economy from transforming to a more
fast-speed growth. Firstly, the focus
of global economy and trade is shifting
“from the West to the East”;
secondly, as the world economy,
especially the economic growth in the
developed economic entities, appear to
be differentiated, the recovery of
American economy is largely dependent
upon the revival of virtual economy.
Plebification of the middle class,
fortune shrinking, and hollowing have
restrained the up-going space of
American economic growth, and the
development of “the Bric Group” tends

to slow downj; thirdly, the driving
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force for the global economic growth
is weakening. The benefit from tech-
nological revolution is marginalized.
Aside from the existing technological
innovation and industrial application,
new and groundbreaking technology is
not expected to appear soon. The at-
traction of globalization is declining,
and the economic crisis still manifests
delayed effects.

For China, it faces a great stress
of economic descending. In 2013, the
total GDP of Northeast China, inclu-
ding Liaoning, Jilin, and Heilongjiang

Provinces, is even not as much as half

of that in Guangdong Province or Jiang- °

su Province, among which more than
70% of the economic growth is con-
tributed by investment, whereas the
value of import and export only equals
1/5 of Guangdong Province or 4.3%
of the entire nation. The economic
growth of Northeast China are mainly
driven by investment, instead of con-
sumption and exports. Hence, the re-
vitalization of this region should focus
on institutional construction, disbur-
dening the past achievements, promo-
ting reform, and attaching more im-
portance to innovation. In middle and

western China, after a new round of
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investment-driven and resource-based
economic development, this region is
even faced with more pressure of eco-
nomic descending due to the deficiency
of resource demand and the lack of
constant investment driving force.
Maintaining its growth and finding
new hot spots for growth have become
essential for the economic develop-
ment of the middle and western China.
While the coastal developed provinces
and regions such as Shanghai,
Jiangsu, Guangdong, Zhejiang, and
Shandong are in a stage of economic
growth with reducing speed. In order
to promote the economic develop-
ment, they begin to take the initiative
to conduct economic and industrial re-
structuring. Shanghai promotes its
economy by opening-up, green devel-
opment, and informatization. Jiangsu
Province accelerates the foreign trade
of its enterprises to drive the economic
growth.  Zhejiang Province has
achieved its transformation to green
development through the action of
“building beautiful Zhejiang, and cre-
ating beautiful life” . Guangdong
Province has reconstructed its market

to promote the comprehensive foreign

trade, cross-border electronic commerce,
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supply chain enterprises, and other
newly developed commercial activities.
Beijing is developing a green economy
to solve its environmental problems.
And through the development of green
economy and private economy, Shan-
dong Province has boosted its economic
development.

Undoubtedly, China’s green trans-
formation of economy has entered a
“new normality” . This “new normal-
ity” actually should be comprehended
in comparison to the past “old nor-
mality” which was characterized by
fast growth (with an annual increase
of more than 10%), lack of balance

( mainly export- and investment-
based), and high leverage ( market
entities depended on credit and loan
expansion instead of equity financing).
In other words, the medium-speed
growth after de-leveraging and re-bal-
ancing will be the major feature of the
economy at both the national and re-
gional levels. Meantime, a batch of
entrepreneurs born after 1980s and
1990s entered the market, who re-
shaped the economic ecology through
Internet. Under this “new normality”
which is formed by technological

progress and marketized reform, the
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government can no longer dominate
all the aspects, enterprises will face
increasing uncertainty, and market
risks will exist along with opportuni-
ties. Maybe a great era of “adventurer”
fulfilling their achievements is around
the corner.

In the urban planning as a discipline
with “public policy” feature, how to
adapt to the new trend of green devel-
opment and the “new normality”, and
how to use the “invisible hand” of
market and the “visible hand” of gov-
ernment intervention and spatial de-
velopment control, have become new
topics for planners and planning deci-
sion makers.

In essence, green development is
an innovative mode derived from the
traditional development, which is pro-
pelled by the capacity constraints of
ecological environment and resources.
This new mode takes environmental
protection as the backbone of sustain-
able development. Specifically, first
of all, environmental resources should
be taken as the inherent element of
social and economic development;
secondly, the realization of economic,
social, and environmental sustainable

development is the goal of green devel-
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opment; thirdly, the “greenization”
and “ecologization” in the process and
the results of economic activities
should be considered as the main con-
tents of green development and the
path to it. Based on the topic
discussed above, this issue tries to
present the latest research
achievements of the Department of
Urban  Planning at  Tsinghua
University in the construction of
urban planning discipline in response

to green development.
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Preliminary Study on Urban Growth
Boundary of Suzhou City

WANG Ying' , GU Chaolin®, LI Xiaojiang'
(1. China Academy of Urban Planning and Design,
Beijing 100044, China; 2. School of Architecture,
Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract This paper studies urban
growth boundary (UGB) of Suzhou City
in 2030. Based on the analyses on the
process and the existing problems of
urban spatial growth in Suzhou City and
the protection of natural resource and eco-
environment, urban growth boundary is de-
marcated in the paper by using qualitative
and quantitative analytical methods and
taking into account the factors like social
economy. It covers an area of 665km’
except for Taihu lLake, Yangcheng Lake,
Chenghu Lake in Suzhou City. Some eco-
logical lands, such as smaller woodland and
water area, will be prohibited to be
developed as construction land. The 100km?
construction land will be selected within the
UGB. 1t is advisable to guarantee the eco-
logical isolation between the main urban
area and its satellite towns—Dongshan
Town, Xishan Town, Jinting Town,
Guangfu Town, and Xukou Town, whose
development 1s not included in urban land
use. The growth boundary should maxi-
mally use highways, railways, major
rivers, mountains, the administrative

fEEB
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boundaries of towns and villages, the
basic farmland and ecological land
borders, and so on. The demarcated
urban growth boundaries will facilitate
the sustainable development and smart
growth of Suzhou City.

Keywords urban growth boundary; city
master planning; urban growth manage-
ment; Suzhou City
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