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His numerous rewritings and the various mythopoeic “devices” with
which his novel is littered all testify to his struggle to find some sort of
framework on which to arrange his inchoate material. At one point, so Red

Inkstone tells us, he even thought of abandoning the traditional romance-form

altogether and writing a verse drama instead. (Ca0,1973: 43)
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X EiE 1A % the traditional romance-form Bt — 4~ IE .

The extremely superficial nature of Xueqin’s use of this form — one



based on the methods of the professional story-teller, with each chapter
arranged in imitation of the storyteller’s “session” to end at a point of
suspense — can be judged from his statement in chapter 1 that the division
into chapters and the composition of chapter-headings took place after the
novel had been completed . In some manuscripts chapters 17 and 18 are in fact
still undivided. (Ca0,1973: 43)
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In the versions by Joly, by the Yangs, and by Li and Alezais’s, the story-

telling conventions of the original are, to various degrees, attended to. Take
“T 43 T7(C.,15,170) for example. Joly and Li and Alezais have rendered
it respectively as “where we shall leave him” (J.,1,223) and “Mais rien de
plus a dire la-dessus” (L. ,1,332). Or, take “W & 2 &” (C.,23,266), which
Joly, the Yangs, and Alezais have rendered respectively as “but without
indulging in any further irrelevant details” (J., 1, 335), “but no need to
describe this in detail” (Y., 1,333), and “Mais abregeons ces details oiseux”
(L.,1,510). The translators have all shown an awareness of the antique
flavour of the original, but as they are less resourceful than Hawkes, a fact
demonstrated, for example, by their inability to tap the resources of Latin,
they fall short of the kind of faithful re-creation of the antique flavour found
in the latter’s versions. (Wong,1992: 180 - 181)
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