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Abstract

Abstract

The author made use of many kinds of original materiel in this subject such as
archives, newspaper, magazines and so on. This thesis took Jiangsu Province’s national
economy adjustments in the 1960s as a case study. This thesis studied not only its
reason, process and results, but also its influence on every aspect of Jiangsu Province’s
society. This thesis disclosed the truth of this history event, generalized its experience
and lessons, gave some advice to Chinese modernization constructions.

Generally speaking, we can understand national economy adjustments in the 1960s
from two aspects. One aspect is the process that the policies of national economy
adjustments were put forward and carried out, especially refers to the process that
Chinese government carried out the 8 characters policy of adjustment, consolidation, en-
richment and improvement. The other aspect referred the process that Chinese
government intervened and adjusted the the serious public social crisis caused by the
Great Leap Forward and the movement of people’s communes. This process included not
only the adjustments after the 8 characters policy put forward, but also partly adjusting
step by step before the 8 characters policy put forward. The process not only included
settling the problem left by the Great Leap Forward but also included settling the
problems such as agriculture, industry, finance and trade, education and so on. This
thesis mainly discussed the latter. The process of national economy adjustments in the
1960s can be divided two periods, the first is active adjustment period ( from the second
half of 1960 to September, 1963 ), the second is passive adjustment period ( from
September, 1963 to the end of 1965) .

The disaster caused by the Great Leap Forward and the movement of people’s
communes left national economy and Jiangsu Province’s national economy in serous

condition. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and Department of




State made a lot of policies and measures adjust national economy after they analyzed the
condition of national economy. Led by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Jiangsu Province and Jiangsu
Province people’s Committee made a lot of policies and measures adjust national
economy according to Jiangsu Province’s specific condition and the spirits of the Center
after they investigated and analyzed the condition of national economy condition.

The period of active adjustments is from the second half of 1960 to September,
1963, in which chinese government and different local governments solved the problems
of economy adjustments unencumbered by minor details. The national economy condition
became better in 1963. The period of passive adjustments is from September, 1963 to
the end of 1965, in which the left mistakes in the Party became more serious, no new
policies and measures of economy adjustments were put forward, national economy
adjustments were going on, using the old policies and measures made in former period.
Led the left mistakes in the Paty, Siqing Movement began. National economy
adjustments were influenced seriously. Fortunately, no new left economy policies were
put forward and performed, so the huge fluctuations of whole national economy didn’t
appear. The central government of China declared national economy adjustments
completed reluctantly in the end of 1965.

Jiangsu Province’s national economy adjustments mainly included the following
aspects:

Firstly, the adjustments of management systems of people’s communes. The
movement of people’s communes was brought about in a rush, so there were a lot of
problems in the people’s communes. Jiangsu Province adjusted the problems in people’s
commune, such as system of ownership, distribution, the mode of labor management,
the scale of big production team and small production team, the subsidy of the leaders in
people’s communes and production team, and so on. Jiangsu Province made systems of
ownership down to primary agricultural society, restored the system of distribution on the
basis of labor, carried out assessment of the work done by each individual and the
number of work-points earned, reduced the scale of people’s communes, production
team, cut down the subsidy of the leaders in people’s communes and production team,
changed the management disorders in people’s communes.

Secondly, solving the problem left by the Great Leap Forward in the rural areas,




Abstract

mainly including pulic dining room regarded as the carrier of supply systems, returning
and paying compensations caused by equalitarianism and indiscriminate transfer of
resources, enterprise run by communes and production teams, sideline production
shrinking and supporting agriculture.

Thirdly, the problem of reduction and settlement of enterprise employees and urban
population. During the Great Leap Forward and the movement of people’s communes,
the various forms of going in for it in a big way gave rise to rapid increases in enterprise
employees and urban population, which became a big burden to national economy.
During the period of national economy adjustments, Jiangsu Province took drastic
measures to reduce the enterprise employees and urban population, and settled some of
them. Jiangsu Province finished the task successfully. reduction and settlement of
enterprise employees and urban population was a key procedure in the period of national
economy adjustments, which played an important part in national economy becoming
hetter.

Fourthly, industry problem. Adjusting the industry included adjusting the
management orgnizition of industry, shortening the industry distribution, making an
inventory of the stock in the storehouse and checking capital fund in order to know
resources of its own clearly, enhancing the industry to serve the agriculture and the
market. Jiangsu Province organized the workers and the leaders in enterprise to study the
industry 70-Tiao in order to conquer the disorder of industry management and solved the
short of efficiency in industry.

Fifthly, the problem of finance and trade. Adjusting the system of finance and
trade, reforming the policy of agriculture purchase, reducing management procedure of
finance and trade, cutting down cooperation purchase, selling commodity in high price
in order to reclaim money in the society, giving a blow to speculation.

Sixthly, education problem. Education adjustments included reducing the
education scale, settling the problems left by the schools that were stopped, adjusting
the agriculture middle or high school in the rural areas, restoring the teaching order and
improving the education quality.

Jiangsu Province’s every economy index not only restored to the 1957s level all
mostly, but also increased in huge through national economy adjustments. All kinds of

economy proportional relations became reasonable. The conditions of material and



technology in agriculture and industry were improved. The people’s living conditions
became better. popular feelings became stable. But the government adjusted national
economy on the assumption of regarding the general line of socialism construction, the
Great Leap Forward and the people’s communes as a truth, so national economy
adjustments have a lot of mistakes which can hardly be avoided. There are a plenty of

history experience and lessons asking for us to draw for ever.

Key words: the Great Leap Forward; the movement of people’s communes;

economy crisis and society crisis; national economy adjustments; Jiangsu Province
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