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Abstract

Throughout the past 20th Century, study on grammatical functions of
Chinese four-syllable idioms was ignored. During the 1980s and 1990s, foreign
student’s error in Chinese idioms learning began to attract Chinese grammar
circle’s attention. At the beginning of the 21th century, some scholars called for
the establishment of “ Chinese idiom grammar”, but so far the research in this
field has still not made any progress. Predicative idioms ( Abbreviation for PI)
account for about 90% of all contemporary Chinese idioms, whose functions are
special and complex. If the function properties of these idioms are made clear,
those of all Chinese idioms are almost made clear. This book investigates the
grammatical functions of predicative idioms in contemporary Chinese. The
whole book is divided into thirteen chapters.

Chapter 1 is the introduction. The main contents include the definition and
properties of Chinese idioms, research significance of the idiom’s grammatical
functions, the current situation on grammar research of Chinese idioms, the
research goals and methodology of this book, etc.

Chapter 2 is about the classification of Chinese idioms from the perspectives
of grammatical structure and function. According to grammatical functions,
idioms are classified into four: conjunction, adverb, noun and predication. From
the perspective of semantic and pragmatic functions, predicative idioms are classified
into many sub-categories.

Chapters from 3 to 6 discuss the predicative idioms’ control functions,

tense and aspect traits, degree traits, and negative modality. Chapter 3 examines
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the predicative idioms’ control functions, including the capabilities of taking
objects, adverbials and complements, and the capabilities of functioning as
independent predicates. Explains for these properties are provided from the
perspectives of interaction between structure and function, morphology and syntax,
semantic, prosody and syntax. Chapter 4 is about the predicative idioms’
capabilities of attaching tense-aspect particles and temporal words, including the
predicative idioms’ preliminary situation classification. Chapter 5 is about the
degree quantitative traits of predicative idioms. Based on their capabilities of
being modified by relative or absolute degree words, the degree quantitative
classification of predicative idioms is carried out. The sources and trends for
idioms’ being modified by degree words are explored as well. Chapter 6 is
about predicative idioms’ capabilities of being modified by negative words “bu”
and “ meiyou” , including the negative constructions’ meaning types, semantic
restrictions and asymmetry.

Chapter 7 discusses the valence of predicative idioms. According to their
valence quantity, predicative idioms are classified into four types: nulvalent,
univalent, bivalent, and separate-merge valent. The syntactic construction,
semantic restrictions and semantic collocation of each type are analyzed respectively.
In addition, the issue on valence of predicative idioms in “shi/ling” causative
constructions is also discussed.

Chapters from 8 to 10 discuss predicative idioms’ attached functions as
attributives, adverbials and complements. The main contents include the semantic
types of idiomatic modifiers, the semantic and prosody restrictions between
idiomatic modifiers and core verbs in sentences, predicative idiom’s word order
in multiple attributives and multiple adverbials, attributive and adverbial idioms
whether tag “de” or not, and idiomatic adverbials’ semantic scopes. The
interpretation for these problems are provided from the perspectives of cognitive ,
semantic and prosody in these chapters.

Chapter 11 is about the predicative idioms’ functions as subjects and objects

in sentences, including the conditions of predicative idioms functioning as
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subjects and objects, and inter-restrictions between idioms and core verbs in
sentences.

Chapter 12 is about the independent functions of predicative idioms. Including
the capabilities of predicative idioms functioning as clauses and parentheses, and
their semantic and pragmatic functions.

Chapter 13 is the conclusion. The main contents and viewpoints in this

book are reviewed.



