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Fig. 1-2  Part of the Hemudu Carved Oar 7000 Years Ago

1-3 W LS ARAS i
fEFe & A MRS, HAERH
B A, HEAEHAGMNE-A
EL i & 19 . MEAG TE 2002 4E % i 3] 0% #7 7055

/\ Jl‘-[i | 4_

1Ly 55 90 A A A A A (I&YII'HQ. ITHER =
ffy Bh K A A 2550 ) H ok Y, DL 1-3 F0

[%] 1-4

HTIFR WL BT IR A & 8000 S ATHY A

Canoe Excavated in Zhejiang Xiaoshan Kuahugiao

8000 Years Ago
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1-2  Oars in Zhejiang Yuyao
Hemudu

The Zhejiang Yuyao Hemudu cultural
ruins which was found in the coastal areas is
with the absolute age at least 7000 years.
During the excavation of the cultural relics in
Hemudu, it showed that quite mature timber
structures technology were used at that time.
Production tools concluding stone axes, stone
chisel and stone adze, particularly, six oars
were in the archaeological finds.

One piece of oars which was well preserved
with the length of 92 cm, was slightly made
and carved with line and diagonal pattern at
the junction between oar handle and blade
(Fig. 1-2). Obviously, such a well-made oar was
not the original one. The original wood oar is
sure to be older. It should be also reasonable

even if we deduce it at 8000 years old or earlier.

1-3 Kuahugiao Canoe in Zhe-

jiang Xiaoshan

There had been many canoes being found
in China which could be back to old days with
While,

made by stone tools, but by metal tools instead.

different ages. not were all of them
Only the Zhejiang Xiaoshan canoe which was
discovered in 2002 was made by stone tools
and fire focal law in the Neolithic age ( Fig.

1-3~Fig.1-4 ).

B 14 EMSmAAF AmE RE(ESE))

Fig.1-4 Sheer Plan and Body Plan of Canoe in Kuahugiao
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Fig. 1-5 Aa Type Stone Adze

1-4 Manufacturing tools of Kuahugiao
Canoe

May be it is different from other countries that
Kuhugiao canoe was made by stone tools with the
system of fire method. The reasons are as
following: 1) most of the stone tools found in the
Kuahugiao site were stone adzes; 2) the stone adze
is more effective than stone axe; 3) the number of
the stone tools found in the Kuahugiao site were
106 except some residuals , including 28 stone
adzes which took 26.4% of them (Fig. 1-5~Fig.
1-8).

B 1-6 AbBEHFREE
Fig. 1-6  Ab Type Stone Adze

B 1-7 BaBAHTREE
Fig. 1-7 Ba Type Stone Adze

1-8 CERHREE
Fig. 1-8  C Type Stone Adze
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B1-9 BafridinBREASEmTER
Fig. 1-9 B Type Stone Adzes Handle in the

Kuahugiao Site

During the unearthed 11 clayware handles in
the Kuahugiao site, there are 8 B type stone adze
handles. It used branches from different sizes of trees
as the materials, whose thin branches were cut into
long handles, wide ones processed for the shorter
hammers(Fig. 1-9), and the lateral section is deep
and flat which is the position to tie and fix the stone
adzes.

We also note that there are stepped stone adzes
(Fig.1-10) in the Hemudu site which is 1000 years
later than the Kuahugiao site , it is more suitable for
making canoes, and it was not only influenced the
southeast coast of China, but also the vast area of the

0 40

Pacific.

E1-10 AmEREiH THESRERASERER
Fig. 1-10  Special Type of Stone Adze in the Hemudu Site

BB AR A E TR R E— 1Y, T The Kuahugiao canoe is unique in China,
WREERE L 2N, Lt Rkt EE the oldest in Asia, and pretty rare in the
WA, 5722 BN TTRT 6300 4E (070 world. Compared with the canoes unearthed

ARFHAH EE , FE R [E]_E SRt , P A A .

in Holland in 6300 B.C., both of them are
comparative in the view of history.



