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I'm impressed with two Chinese saying “Live and work in peace and
contentment (ZJERML) " and " Making housing accessible to all dwellers (&
FHHBHE) ". Housing is an issue of universal importance for everyone. Over
the past two decades, both China and the UK have faced significant challenges
in providing adequate housing for their whole populations. In both countries,
the government has disposed of the majority of its own housing stock, and price
inflation in-the private sector has dramatically exceeded increases in salary for many.

These apparent similarities have led us to develop "Horn Action II - China-UK
Comparative Study on Housing Provision to Low-income Urban Residents". While
both countries are struggling to deal with the challenge and no easy solution is in
sight, academics, journalists, businesspeople, professionals and individuals have tried
to develop and implement many different solutions.

This project recognises that although government has an important role to play,
ideas and potential solutions to social housing supply can come from many different
sources. Often the kind of social innovation that is needed comes from individuals
with experience of the problems and a passion for a solution.

Therefore, as well as commissioning papers from some of the leading academics
in the UK and China a, we also identified a group of young students and journalists
with a passion for the issue to look in depth at how communities of social housing
have developed in the UK and China, and the lessons we can learn from the grass
roots that can be scaled up. They spent a month living in Guangzhou's Tanglfia
urban village, understanding how the 'New Vision Initiative' is transforming an area
previously regarded as a city slum. They also spent a month in the UK, looking at
a wide range of examples of how social housing developments like Coin Street in
London were led by the innovation and action of residents rather than government.

We are proud to have been in partnership in this project with China VANKE ,



China's largest private property developer, under the leadership of Wang Shi, who through this programme
have shown their commitment to independent and robust research aimed ar helping solve an important
social problem. I hope that the results will provide ideas and inspiration to all involved.

I'd also like to acknowledge Professor Sir Peter Hall, Professor of Planning and Regeneration
and Dr Nick Gallent, Reader in Housing and Planning at The Bartlett, University College London;
Professor Christine Whitehead of the London School of Economics; Professor Katie Williams of the
University of the West of England; Professor Chris Allen of Manchester Metropolitan University,
and Adrian Moran of The Housing Corporation. We are also indebted to Professor Mao Qizhi of
Tsinghua University; Professor Wang Weiqiang of Tongji University; Professor Wang Zhu of Zhejiang
University; Dr Zhu Yapeng of Sun Yat-sen University; Mr Yin Dongming of Lloyd Regal Consultancy
Company and Mr Yan Wendou of the New Vision Initiative. Together they formed an unmatched
team of leading UK and Chinese expertise on social housing. Finally my thanks go to the team at
China VANKE and my colleagues at the British Council for their commitment, professionalism,
enthusiasm and faith in this project, particularly Jim Hollington, Jessy Lu and May Huang at the
British Council Guangzhou, and Mr Zhu Baoquan, Mr Wu Jianxia and Ms Li Moxin at China
VANKE headquarters in Shenzhen.

Joanna Burke

Cultural Counsellor

Cultural and Education Section of the British Embassy
British Council Regional Director China
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