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Preface

Of what does the wonderous world Gannan consist? I think there are at least three facets: the temporal, made up
of people; the natural, of mountains, grassland and lakes, all magnificent; and the one of religious beliefs. Without
any one of them, Gannan cannot be fully described. Simply put, it is a place where people live in harmony with
nature.

Gannan, short for Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, is located in the southwest of the Gansu Province.
Sitting at the shared border of Gansu, Qinghai and Sichuan provinces. It is of equal importance on the commercial
corridors of the Henan Branch of the Silk Road and the Tang-Tibetan Old Way.

The natural environment in Gannan is severe, especially for the relatively low average temperatures year round
and wide temperature variance between day and night. As the economy of the region is underdeveloped, people in
some areas of Gannan still live in a primitive way.

People living in the autonomous region are mostly of Tibetan, Han, Hui, Tu and Mongolian nationalities, with
Tibetan being the majority. On the vast grassland the descendants of King Gesar, a great hero in Tibet, still ride horses
bravely and the people there lead a simple and peaceful life.

Known as a sacred shrine of Buddhism, Gannan is dotted with monasteries featuring religious flags and prayer
wheels all around. The Lambrang Monastery in Gannan is a well known for promoting Tibetan Buddhism all over the
world. Remote as it is, the monastery consistently attracts monks to come for study and to promote Buddhism. It is a
spiritual world, rich with religious connotations. \ ~

The Lambrang Monastery in Gannan is well known for promoting Tibetan Buddhism all over the world. Remote
as it is, the monastery consistently attracts monks to come for study and to promote Buddhism. On the vast grassland,
the descendants of King Gesar , a great hero in Tibet, still ride horses bravely. It is a world surrounded by high
mountains, clear lakes and endless grassland occupied by cows, sheep, horses and dogs. The people there are kind and
strong-minded. On this land of wonder, people can find simplicity, beauty, happiness and the satisfaction for which
they are eager.



In this book there are 121 sketches of Gannan, depicting religious buildings, residential houses, natural scenery,
folklore and festive celebrations as subjects. When working on these paintings, I adopted a realistic method of
portrayal in order to showcase the authentic features of Gannan. It took me a year to complete, gathering materials,
researching the folklore, chapter planning and, finally, painting.

The publishing of this book is the realization of a long-cherished dream of mine, to sketch out and share the
magnificent landscape of my beloved hometown.

Id like to take this opportunity fo express my gratitude to my families and friends for all the encouragement and
support they have given to me this past year. '

Jia Wenting
October, 2014
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