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Abstract: This report is made up of four parts:the first
part is the response to “the Belt and Road” initiative from
Central and Eastern European countries and EU institution;
the second part is the survey on European Elites’ opinions on
“the Belt and Road” initiative; the third part is the risks as-
sessment on the layout and construction of “the Belt and
Road” initiative in Europe; the fourth part is the policy sug-
gestions on the construction of “the Belt and Road” initiative
in Europe.

The responses from Central and Eastern European coun-
tries to “the Belt and Road” initiative have two sides:On one
side, most of the CEECs support China’s initiative and give
positive feedback. On the other, they lack of the knowledge of
the specific content of “the Belt and Road” initiative. They
hope China could put forward some more specific frameworks
or plans. It is also the case for European Union. On one side,
it holds the positive and supportive attitude towards the inter-
connectivity and trade cooperation within the Europe pushed
by China’s “the Belt and Road” initiative. On the other, it
worries that China could “divide and rule” the EU through its
“the Belt and Road” initiative, therefore, it takes advantage

of its rules to constrain China.
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This survey on European elites’ opinion on “the Belt and
Road” initiatve is the first quantitative research related to Chi-
na-EU Relations under the framework of “the Belt and Road”
initiative domestically and internationally. The main target
group in the survey is policy makers, researchers or scholars,
entrepreneurs and media reporters from most of European
countries, but mainly from CEE countries among which 16
CEE countries included in “the Belt and Road” initiative.

The survey conclusions are the following:

Firstly, the European elites have relatively clear under-
standing of the basic spirit of the “the Belt and Road” initia-
tive and they approve the positive side of the Initiative. China
strives to promote trade cooperation and inter-connectivity un-
der the “the Belt and Road” initiative, which is in accord
with the European interests and welcomed by the European
side.

Secondly, though the European elites have a basic under-
standing of the “the Belt and Road” initiative, they seem to
be unclear about its deep-rooted purpose and contents. They
highlight the need for Chinese side to elaborate more interpre-
tations. Some elites have concerns or unrealistic expectations

about the Initiative as it is difficult for them to grasp the deep-
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rooted goals of the Initiative.

Thirdly, the European elites attach great importance to
the construction of mechanisms in promoting the “the Belt and
Road” initiative. They consider reasonable mechanisms as the
basic guarantee of this initiative.

Fourthly, the European elites consider that the increasing
understanding among the people is of much importance, which
set foundation for promoting the “the Belt and Road” initia-
tive.

Fifthly, the European elites also attach great importance
to China-EU cooperation with the third party on the “the Belt
and Road” initiative, mainly with Russia and the US.

Sixthly, the elites showed little understanding or pessi-
mistic attitude towards the integration of the “the Belt and
Road” initiative with Juncker Investment Plan.

Last but not least, the elites recognize the importance of
people-to-people exchange, but they do not view the differ-
ences in ideology as the main obstacle.

The third part of this report analyzes the risks which “the
Belt and Road” initiative faced with in Europe. The report fo-
cuses on the “Silk Road Economic Belt” and “ China Europe

Land and Sea Express”. The Silk Road Economic Belt faces
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with a series of challenges both domestic and international.
For domestic challenges, it included: Firstly, unhealthy com-
petition has emanated from China’s domestic logistics transpor-
tation mismanagement. Secondly, since the various provinces
have failed to unite they are competing against each other on
price. Thirdly, there exists the phenomenon of goods transpor-
tation moving away from the law of the market. For interna-
tional challenges, it included: Firstly, the economic situa-
tion, industries development, trade structure and development
tendency of “the Belt and Road” initiative neighboring coun-
tries and regions still need to be further investigated and ana-
lyzed. Secondly, given the huge potential of the Eurasian mar-
ket, states and regional organizations have unveiled their own
plans for constructing such a corridor, one after another. To
date, the United Nations, the United States,the EU, Russia,
Turkey, Kazakhstan, and Japan, among others, have all an-
nounced plans spanning Eurasia, making the contest for the
Eurasian international corridor all the more fierce.

The China Europe Land and Sea Express faces with five
kinds of risiks which included: (1) the continous crises hap-
pend in Greece(2)the Macedonian political crisis(3 ) the non-

traditional security issues such as terrorism existed in Balkan
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region (4 ) the constraints from EU’s institutions and rules(5)
European refugee’s crisis.

Basedon the above mentioned challenges and risks, the
author put forward a series of policy suggestions.

Key words: “the Belt and Road” Initiative , European
Union, Central and Eastern Europe, Questionaire Survey, Cri-

sis Aversion, Policy Suggestions
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