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Preface

The history of Zhejiang, a province in southern China, can be traced back
to the ancient legends in which the emergence of Chinese civilizations
has been described. The authenticity of these legends might be disputable,
but archaeological discoveries made here indicate that Zhejiang is one of
the birthplaces of Chinese civilization. The most eloquent evidence is the

ceramics.

Ceramics, the backbone of early Chinese art, originated in several places
in China simultaneously, among which Zhejiang figured prominently.
Over millennia the potters in Zhejiang improved incessantly their skills
in ceramic making, producing a tremendous amount of ceramics of high

quality, and spreading them to every corner of the world.

The ceramics produced in Zhejiang are distinctive, but at the same time
also formed a tributary in the river of ceramic history. The techniques
invented here spread to both domestic places and countries from aboard,

influencing the course of ceramic development.
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Preface

The history of Zhejiang, a province in southern China, can be traced back
to the ancient legends in which the emergence of Chinese civilizations
has been described. The authenticity of these legends might be disputable,
but archaeological discoveries made here indicate that Zhejiang is one of
the birthplaces of Chinese civilization. The most eloquent evidence is the

ceramics.

Ceramics, the backbone of early Chinese art, originated in several places
in China simultaneously, among which Zhejiang figured prominently.
Over millennia the potters in Zhejiang improved incessantly their skills
in ceramic making, producing a tremendous amount of ceramics of high

quality, and spreading them to every corner of the world.

The ceramics produced in Zhejiang are distinctive, but at the same time
also formed a tributary in the river of ceramic history. The techniques
invented here spread to both domestic places and countries from aboard,

influencing the course of ceramic development.
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