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CRERET AERGE TP RN T E R
Dege means

“land of benevolence” in Tibetan
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Buddha Shakyamuni, founder of Buddhism, who was once prince of the Shakya clan of India before he became a man of religion

004




H>x CONTENTS

(R

PAGE 009

PAGE 020

PAGE 064

PAGE 084

PAGE 109

PAGE 122

PAGE 134

Dege Parkhang
Sutra Printing

Paper Making

Block Carving

Fine Arts

Land of Benevolence

Remarks



006



5 >

—
RN e e Ww\—m,

o sl o s B,

BGF TENZHE1ED  The workshop for traditional manual sutra printing
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DEGE PARKHANG

The blessed sutra printing house

The crimson building complex sitting on this blessed land was built starting from 1729, the 7th year of
Qing Emperor Yongzheng's reign.

For 277 years, more than 800 classics of Tibetan culture and more than 300,000 sutra printing blocks
have been made and compiled here, including £ight Thousand Eulogies of Prajna-Paramita Sutra, one
of the Three Treasures of Dege and a work translated from Sanskrit into Tibetan about 500 years ahead
of the very existence of this building.

The techniques of copying the sutras, preparing and carving the printing blocks, making the ink and
paper, and finally, printing the sutra have a history of 800 years and still remain the same among the
workers here.

Clan headmen of Dege built this facility, collected the classics of Tibetan culture, and thus helped pre-
serve the techniques, whose family started ruling this area since 617, one year before the founding of the
glorious Tang dynasty.
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WS - BERECES, BERAM, ESRNLEAEIEE  Chokyi Tenpa Tsering Rinpoche, a Geluk master and founder of Dege Parkhang
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Chokyi Tenpa Tsering, Founding Father of The Dege Sutra Printing House

The sutra printing house is located in the Gonchen Monastery in Dege County on the east bank of the Jinshajiang River
northwest of Ganze Tibetan Nationality Autonomous Prefecture of Sichuan Province. This area was under the jurisdiction of
Do-Kham in the ancient times, which had been ruled by the clan headmen of the Dege family since 617. When Chokyi Tenpa
Tsering, the 44th heir of the family succeeded as the 12th headman in 1729, the 7th year of Emperor Yongzheng’s reign, he
made a decision of founding a sutra printing house in Dege. The old Do-Kham was a corridor of ethnic emigration and nexus
of cultural exchange, which made the Dege family particularly influential in Tibet. However, the reason why Dege had fur-
ther become a peak of Tibetan religion and number one out of the three birthplaces of Tibetan culture totally lies in the
founding of the Dege Sutra Printing House.

Tenpa Tsering was a man of wisdom, courage, a broad mind, a kind heart and an unusual insight. He was granted the title of
Pacification Superintendent by the Qing court at the age of 32. During his rule of Dege as its political and religious leader, he
achieved substantially in religion, politics and economy. His wisdom and broadmindedness were best displayed in the toler-
ant and all-inclusive religious policy he adopted in his jurisdiction, which actively supported the overall development in
harmony of all the five sects of Tibetan Buddhism and made the society more stable with the removal of sect disputes. This
line of religious thought may also have led him to the decision of building a sutra printing facility in Dege when he was 52. He
wanted to well preserve the sutras of Tibetan Buddhism and theories and classics of all sects to pass them to the coming
generations. Having had carved numerous block editions of works like Zight Thousand Eulogies of Prajna-Paramita Sutra,
Grammar of the Tibetan Language, Sutra of Longevity and other sutras regularly chanted in the monasteries, his family
were experienced in printing and had enough resources to build such a facility.
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THE LEGEND

There are many folk legends on how the printing house was built.
One says that Tenpa Tsering was given three signs from Buddha to build the Parkhang on the bank of the
Gonchen Oupu River. One day in the evening,
Tenpa Tsering was taking a walk near his official building when he heard the chanting
by a group of children from a hill in the vicinity, but no one else could hear this.
He then told this phenomenon to Tai Situpa VII Chokyi Jungne, a accomplished Lama at the Palpung
Monastery who was knowledgeable in astronomy and geography.
The Lama did his astrological calculation and believed it was a sign from the Buddha asking Tenpa
Tsering to build a sutra printing house. Before long, another event occurred.

A man by the name Lhawang from a village at Tangpu in Jomda,

Tibet carved a block edition of Sutra of Longevity and planned to give it as a gift to the headman.
When the yaks carrying the printing blocks arrived at the hill where the headman heard the chanting the other day,
they were suddenly startled and the blocks dropped all over the place.

Lama Chokyi Jungne believed this was the second sign ordering to build the printing house.

The third sign came in a dream of the Lama himself when Buddha appeared and made the request.
With these three signs and careful consideration,
the headman decided to build Dege Parkhang on that hill southwest of his official building.
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