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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare (jJE « 3+t T,
1564-1616) was one of the greatest figures

in English literature. In his lifetime, he wrote

37 plays, 2 long narrative poems Venus and

Adonis (1593) and The Rape of Lucrece (1594),
and 154 sonnets. Ben Jonson thus commented on Shakespeare, “He was not
of an age, but for all time.”

Shakespeare was born in 1564 into a merchant’s family in Stratford-
Upon-Avon. He received little formal education. Ben Jonson said that he
knew little Latin and less Greek. He married Anne Hathaway, a girl 8 years
older than him in 1582. In 1585 or 1586 he left for London. There he first
took some odd jobs, from taking care of gentlemen’s horses to minor roles on
the stage, and then he began to write plays. By the end of the 16th century,
he had become popular as a famous playwright. One of the University Wits
Robert Green called him “the upstart‘crow with our feathers”. And later he
became a shareholder in the playhouses. He went back to his hometown in
1612 and died there on the very day of his birth in 1616, when he was 52
years old.

Most critics divide his works into four periods: the first of experiment
(1590-1594); the second of mature power in comedy and history plays
(1595-1600); the third of satire and tragedy (1601-1607), and the fourth of
romance (1608-1612). Shakespeare was successful as a writer of histories,
comedies, tragedies and romances. Some of his plays, such as Hamlet, Romeo

and Juliet, are among the most famous literary works of the world.
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Romeo and Juliet ( { ¥ F¥ 5 %k m=t) , 1594) is Shakespeare’s
earliest success in tragedy. It is a play of youth and love, which combines
a tragic situation with comedy and gaiety. The scene is laid in Verona, a
city in Italy. Romeo and Juliet, the pair of young lovers, belong to two
hostile families, the Montagues and the Capulets, so their marriage union
is impossible. More unfortunately, Romeo kills Juliet’s cousin by anger
and is banished; Juliet is engaged to somebody else by her parents. Juliet
consults Friar Lawrence, a priest, who suggests a daring plan to relieve her
from the forced marriage, and to give Romeo a chance to take her away.
So she takes a sleeping drug and appears dead for forty-two hours. Then
she is taken to the tomb. Romeo, unaware of the truth, hearing of Juliet’s
funeral, hastens back, goes to the tomb, and kills himself just before
Juliet wakes. Finally, Juliet wakes, but finds Romeo dead. Completely in
despair, she also kills herself.

Though the two innocent lovers die in the end, the play is optimistic
in spirit. The balcony scene and the parting scene are two great love
scenes in the world’s literature. This play has always remained a favorite
with young readers and audience. Romeo and Juliet are images of true

love, and symbols of faithfulness. They are the children of Renaissance.
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@ Main Characters

Escalus _ YHFiE, fEREL
Mercutio L5, FEMER, TERMMA
Capulet FE%, AWtz R
Lady Capulet FEHEA, AmetzHF
Montague AN, FTEHRZL
Lady Montague RERMBEIA, FEKRZHA
Romeo ¥ EK
Rosaline ¥ Fak, RAWAT T ERHTA
Juliet ket
Benvolio KRG, ERMZAZE
Tybalt R OH
Friar Lawrence A A Ab A
Juliet’s Nurse P TR SRR
A2

@ Exereises
Part A Pre-listening Tasks
Questions for Discussion
1. Do you believe in love at the first sight?
2. What'’s your opinion about the “arranged marriage”?
3. What will you do when your love encounters obstacles?
4

. What is true love?



