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FOREWORD

At the beginning of the Ch’ing dynasty (1644-1912), the Ching-te-chen kilns began to consolidate its
position as preeminent in the world of Chinese porcelain wares. In the Yiian dynasty (1277-1368), official
kilns had already been established there. Nevertheless, although Chi-chou, Chiin, Ting, Lung-ch’iian and
Chien wares were already not equal to the level attained during the Sung dynasty (960-1280), still they
are all treated with equal respect by later commentators, During the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), these
wares entered into decline. The imperial kilns received only irregular dispursements for expenses, when
there were special needs for porcelain wares. Because of this, there were times when the money was
sufficient, and times when it was not, times when the wares produced were excellent, and times when
they were substandard. Ching-te-chen kilns, although already at that time outstanding and renowned,
were still not yet able to constantly improve techniques and set a new standard of excellence every day,
as they would in the future. In the K’ang-hsi period (1662-1722) of the Ch’ing dynasty, a portion of the
treasury was set aside for the kiln’s expenses, and an official from the Imperial Household Department
was sent to administer the factory. The personnel were talented and there were no worries about expenses.
The Yung-cheng (1723-1735) and Ch'ien-lung (1736-1795) reigns continued this system, and thus the
early Ch’ing official kilns became the rich producers we now know they were.

The National Palace Museum collection came from the Ch’ing palace, where at the time extremely
rigorous selection was made of wares for ritual and personal imperial use. Regarding quality, it is only
the best. We are soon approaching the “Double Ten” National Holiday, and this exhibit takes the famous
wares of the K’anghsi, Yung-cheng and Ch’ien-lung reigns during the flourishing Ch’ing period to be the
theme of an exhibit which displays the best of the best. In all 171 objects are on view. The glazes used
on many of these wares followed Sung, Yiian and Ming formulas. They are so close as to be difficult to
tell apart from earlier glazes. On the other hand, there were newly created red glazes, famille rose, and
painted enamel glazes which have very distinct and beautiful colors. They are extremely complicated,
marvelously, incomparably crafted.

The shapes of some of the vessels imitate famous Ting, Ju, Kuan and Ko wares with easy fluency.
At times they reproduce the shapes of ancient Chinese ritual bronzes — particularly the ting, yi, tsun, and
lei vessel types. Utensils for the scholar’s studio were produced, like brush handles, ink rests, water
containers, -seals, all without any hesitation or technical limitations. When bronze, lacquer, cloisonne
enamel or wood was imitated, the physical qualities of the material were all captured and there is a great
resemblance. The craftsmen’s abilities to manipulate clay was miraculous and bordered on the divine.

The exhibition was mounted by the head of the ceramics section of the Antiquities department, Mr.
Tsai Pen-hsiung and the section staff. The catalogue was prepared under the able direction of Ms. Tsai
Ho-pi. Photographs for the catalogue were taken by Mr. Lin Chieh-jen, and the translation into English
was done by Mr. Cary Liu and Mr. Rob Linrothe.

October, 1986 Ch’in Hsiao-yi
Director
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A Special Exhibition of Selected Wares of the K'ang-Hsi,
Yung-Cheng, and Ch’ien-Lung Reign Periods
of the Ch’ing Dynasty

This exhibition of Ch’ing dynasty (1644 — 1912) porcelain wares includes 171 objects in 150 sets
from three reign periods, K’anghsi (1662 — 1722), Yung-cheng (1723 — 1735) and Ch’ien-lung (1736 —
1795). The exhibition includes each type of shape and glaze, and as much as possible the exhibition at-
tempts to place objects from the three periods with the same glaze side by side so that the interested viewer
can examine and compare the developmental sequences. At the end of the catalog there has been appended
a table of related historical materials which, used in association with this article, should clearly illustrate
the complete development of the imperial kilns.

As far as Ch’ing dynasty official wares are concerned, these three periods of K'ang-hsi, Yung-cheng
and Ch’ien-lung are the most outstanding. This was the cumulative result of several factors, particularly
the plentiful financial resources, the complete organization, and careful planning and attention to detail
on the part of the administrators.

Porcelain production since the Yilan dynasty (1277 — 1368) had centered at Ching-te-chen. After
the founding of the imperial porcelain factory there during the Ming dynasty (1368 — 1644), the kilns
established a central position. Because of these historical connections with the imperial court, from one
point of view, we can derive a chronology for the wares from the imperial reign periods, dividing and
delimiting for example, on the basis of the Hung-wu reign (1368-1398) or the Yunglo reign (1403-1424).
This system of using reign names to classify porcelains started in the Ming dynasty, and this became a
tradition which was followed all the way through the Ch’ing dynasty. Although the official wares have
inscriptions which can be used to periodize them in this ways, still, the characteristic shapes and styles of each
ware do not always arise at the same time that a new reign period or dynasty begins. Instead, they only
gradually develop, and must go through . period of evolving along with the times, changing in response to
social changes. Only after a maturization process is there a representative style. At the beginning of the
Ch’ing dynasty, before the government itself was completely stabilized and before the official kiln system
was fully organized and equipped, the late Ming style was carried on. Therefore, wares produced during
this transitional period can not really be said to manifest the fully developed Ch’ing dynastic porcelain style.
Not until 1680 when the revolt led by Wu San-kuei (1612 — 1678) had been pacified, did the entire country
enter a period of peace. Because the K’ang-hsi Emperor was himself fond of the art, he encouraged Ch’ing
dynasty porcelain production to progress to a higher level of quality. From this foundation, during the
Yung-cheng period, Emperor Shih-tsung made further meticulous, rigorous demands, and the Ch’en-lung
Emperor, Kao-tsung, with his high- and broadmindednes, also considered porcelain production to -be of
importance. Thus, with the accumulative initiative of these three periods, the porcelains manifested the
greatest technical brilliance in history.
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