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Abstract

The cyclical sacrificial round was a kind of sacrificial system employed in late Shang which has
been reconstructed based on oracle bone inscriptions. In this system, the Shang kings periodically
offered five kinds of sacrifices to their ancestors and ancestresses, the entire sacrificial cycle lasting
about one solar year. Research on the cyclical sacrifices began in the 1930’s, but previous strdies have
not found a way to assign the sacrificial records to the appropriate historical years. Using calendrical
calculation methods A Study of Correspondences Between the Late Shang Sacrificial Cycle and the
Calendar has checked the calendrical correspondences of each group of cyclical sacrificial records in the
Huang Group of oracle bone inscriptions as well as late Shang bronze inscriptions. Having thus obtained
the sexagenary day-dates for each group of records based on the constraints imposed by the materials,
the study then sets forth the probable historical dates for the sacrificial system under discussion. In this
way this book solves the theoretical problem of applying the cyclical sacrificial records to research on the
early chronology.

Using calendrical caleulations this book proposes possible dates for the cyclical sacrificial system of
King Di Xin. Possible reign dates for King Di Yi are also proposed using the traditional cyclical
sacrificial records of that ruler. By analyzing the calendrical problems found in the traditional records of
King Di Yi and King Wending, this study attempts to re-divide the records of the two systems, and
discusses the advantages and disadvantages of the traditional and the newly devised divisional

scheme. The previously so-called “20th-year record” materials are also fully incorporated.
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