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The 22nd International Congress of Histori-
cal Sciences held in Jinan between the 23 and 29
August 2015 should be a huge event: a big his-
toriographical turning point and a great historic
event.

On the historigraphical ground, the Con-
gress will show how successful the recent efforts
of the historians to avoid Eurocentrism or to es-
cape from research too much centered on the
Western point of view. This Congress will show
how successful their attempt to promote global
history and transnational history. This Global
and Transnational Turn will be very well repre-
sented in the programme of the Jinan Congress.
After the opening ceremony on Sunday 23 Au-
gust, four Major themes (a whole day each)
will be developed on Monday and Tuesday 24
and 25. The first one ° China from Global

(1) HhRMEPRLFESBRPEE - 2282 2015 455 A 15 HEUhE L2 (IR KFEH B
ISR, INAR R AE XN GBI . A PSR AT I A5, A Ay A 1) i 48350 PO 42
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prespectives’ deals with the relations and links
between China and the world all through the
long History. The second one is about a very
new object of research: How to historicize Emo-
tions? How to write the History of Emotions?
The third one will try to put ‘ Revolutions’ in
the framework of World History and to study the
possible comparisons and connections between
Revolutions from the American and French Rev-
olutions at the end of the 18th century to the Ar-
ab revolutions of the beginning XXIst century.
The fourth major theme is novation. Until the
last Congress in Amsterdam in 2010, there were
only three Major themes. We have now a fourth
one, not speaking about an object ( China, E-
motions, Revolutions), but about method and
methodology. Yes, the fourth Major Theme
will question °the Digital Turn in History ’ ;
how the new technologies produce new archives,
new tools, new approaches for the historians.
From Wednesday 26 to Thursday 27 August
noon, more than 60 panels (half a day each)
will confirm the attempt to invest innovation in
historical resarch, with new objects of historical
study, from Antiquity to our time, such as;
Natural Disasters, Medicine, Technology, Mu-
sic, Football, Gender, Children, Nostalgia,
World exhibitions, Tourism, Political Rituals,
Long Walls, etc. From Thursday 27 August
noon to Friday 28, the thematic organizations,
members of the CISH will organize their own
conferences on very innovative subjects as well.
On Saturday 29 August, there will be the closing
ceremony, and just before this ceremony, the
General Assembly of the CISH will have an im-

portant and exciting decision to take: to choose
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the place where the 23rd Congress will be held
in 2020. Three cities are competing: Athens
( Greece ), Poznan ( Poland) and Tampere
( Finland) .

The Jinan Congress of 2015 will be also a
historic event for many reasons: it is the first
time since the history of CISH ( created in
1926 ) that a Congress will be held out of Eu-
rope or North America! It will be a Congress
where many historians of developing countries
will be able to come, thanks to the generosity of
the Organizing Committee which pays the travel
expenses of 52 persons, and offer free accomo-
dation to about 120 people. It will be the first
time that so many countries are represented in
CISH Congress. It will be the first time also that
an International Prize for History, a sort of No-
bel Prize for History, will be delivered
( Wednesday 26 Augist evening) : the winner is
a French historian, Serge Gruzinski.

I am sure that the Congress of Jinan will
be a huge success, with its more than 2 000
participants ( half Chinese, half foreigners ).
Many people coming to Jinan will discover China
for the first time. They will appreciate so much
the country, the hospitality of the people, the
good cooking, the beautiful landscapes, the great
Chinese culture. They will discover also the Shan-

dong province, so rich in culture and history, the

country of Confucius, the region where the Boxer Revolution took place (a session during the Con-

gressis devoted to this revolution). The Congress will contribute greatly to better understanding be-

tween historians of so many countries.

I want to thank warmly the organizers of this magnificent event, the organizers in the Academy of

Sciences of Beijing and the Organizing Committee in Shandong University ; thanks to their work, their

efforts, their imagination, their skills, their investment in time and money, the Jinan Congress will be

a fantastic international event.
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