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It is a great honor and pleasure to write the forward
for this important translation. China has made great strides
in her drive to progress, and this is very evident in the
field of medicine. The physicians and the scientists based
in China have this great hunger for knowledge; new
concepts and increasing numbers of seminal publications
are now coming from China.

I remembered the very early days of infertility treat-
ment in China, when I first came as a WHO Consultant

on Reproductive Physiology and Endocrinology to

Chengdu, China in July 1985. That was 2 years after the
first IVF baby in Asia was born in May 1983; and I had
the honor of that achievement, in the University of Singapore. In the 1980" s IVF was the
major breakthrough in infertility treatment, and some of the major Centers in China were
then embarking on it. It was in 1989 that China had her first IVF baby, from Beijing.

I returned as a WHO Consultant on Infertility in June to August 1995, to Beijing,
and Guilin. By then, there was a palpable change in the medical scene, with many hospi-
tals setting up ART centers. This interest in Assisted Reproduction has continued up to this
day, and this effort by Dr Li Ping to translate this book on Infertility is a testament on this.

I congratulate Dr Li Ping in this excellent effort.
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[1] Barlow D. Cost effectiveness modelling. Hum Reprod, 2001, 16: 2479-80.
[2] NICE. Fertility; assessment and treatment for people with fertility problems. London:
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