e
‘l‘;;k’g’:"

L
£

=
S : o 2 SR
EAUR i i b RS R

L
b o
PN
AEy




Ao BT K R A e A B AR R TR

¥R BI )77 3£

—MIEE R EIZE T

EVOLUTION OF SILVER
—FROM SYCEE TO SILVER DOLLAR

= AR %

&) % % & & 4



EHER&mE (CIP) HiRE

WAVOR « WEMEIROT / WA TES . —
bt - Scpiibket . 2016.1
ISBN 978-7-5010-4491-7

I . Off- I . OW- . O —1§gMmeE —FE
V. @ F822.9

b E AR B 451 CIP i 5 (2015) 55 317748 5

REIETE — MIRMEIRIT
& F: WHLATEYE

TEgwEE: VR

SAEENR . oaE Ay

R & A7 SCthihce:

o hk: BT ARETTNARNE 2 S8
BB B b . 100007

¥4 Hk. http://www.wenwu.com

[ ¥ . web@wenwu.com

2 B FriER)E

BN R Aol ERIBE o A BR 2
A 889 x 1194 1/16

Bl gk. 17.5

M ke 2015 4F 12 HE 1R

El k. 2015 4F 12 A% 1 IENAI
4 2. ISBN978-7-5010-4491—7
£ fr: 380.00 ¢

ABMBIRKIA , AR, Af S HIEEN



H =

Zrk: MERFEIERIT /010
BB —H R HK /039—040
FE /041~—048
% /049~070
4. 7T /071—084
i /085~104
7 /105~208
B ——MMEI ST /209—210
OB /211~216
AR /217—252
FLE4RT /253~278

Jgid 7279



b o= A Y o £

ZHEJIANG PROVINCIAL MUSEUM



IR AWERREHEMERIER L REERS

ES i£: % 2

B ZT: E OB EME KA K 2 K O+ F R REH kI B £ KYA
ERA AR AR BAE BEE RIE RHE

®OX: % F X

PATHRI: AR

AL R A MO S A S AR RS AT
R PEETFSEBRETEEESRARMAERER

FINENL: A G e

Il TRATFLERKTERES
YiAtE]: 20165F1 A 158 £4A38
JEVE LS AT A eI LA R
JRRRR: HRX Frd
JEAhikH . REZE HRX FRF HEE 4 A
WEIEIT: 4R FrF

ikt £ & Az 4RI

FREEBRE . Fne

PR AR L

PRI 244

PR ARER

SCYHER . Fakm



Ao BT K R A e A B AR R TR

¥R BI )77 3£

—MIEE R EIZE T

EVOLUTION OF SILVER
—FROM SYCEE TO SILVER DOLLAR

k= Ao bR %

&) % % & & 4



SR ET I EE

TR R EA BB B T IR SR IR R R e BT O (U, #1242 )43 Bt
— LR, IFURAO O AT TAVA L, gt ik 7 R R R D SYricHE R
SY R, A T — MR S S AR SR I , A T E A E OB A s — PR A AR AR RE
152 H 22 FILASZ B 7 5 , SR P A5 P 95 R A i, 3 78 24 22 46 0 0 Tt A2 B T AR iU 4 T
o FPER R BT TR A T T AR I AR R AR DL, IR [ S IR AR  DAROH SERI U,
8 2 B AT T DT a9 DT, A AR, AR B A SA BORTT 4R R I T Pe st , HHIN 7 B 4%
5 IR IR B m—F i . XRMS it mngE i mEEmEEIAT, S &
) 3000 Z4E B, — ELRFRAR  gkeh T A 4 S BSR4 8 .

FEIER R R AT LB AR RNl A ER O B B SRS ISR ROR AN
5 ENR , H AR A B AT o 0 Ab~F e e 25 H - R DURYR) R R 3 vy 3B H -9
18 MURAT T, JZie 4 KB B R A ST B ARl o

ARG —SE B R . a2 E o sRERL, IF A H B S ME , FE O SR
Z A0, WA BRSSO 2 A R Ly 5t R AR 5T . RSN, AR i
FVERIA T K. TCRAEBUN R E B FIEGTE s rh I E T R, Ok s Rg £ 75 £
PG R KORNRGT VSR T SCB  E SRFEERA NI ARIFIZ ZH, AR S BRE
o FIRIEZTTEE( 1436 UG, FIARVE R H 239K, BURF AU IR _FAESR, Mo BLAE R B STl |
A BB OB T AR AR, T8 RERSERAETRBUN A 118 “ R oA R 1Y
RO s & R R R EILATG , SNEER TR AT B0 AR TR FRIATE PUARFRRIT =45,
DA RHEATER PRI BEAE 1 IR SCRO SRR, 38 A FVERAT B AR M B P B (TSR T o T AR 5
WO S B B A RN T e AT R S TR DB E BGE BT

16 4D, PUEE A LI 7 RN, TR AT B B SREEE AR5 BT AR A T e Fh i 4 2 9B 5
I P A N FR L At T 5 T A A SR TR A S R B 2 L A 22 IS 55, (R It g [l (R 0 PR 6
BlAEAR . BEST— ABGH S 5 (822 2 FOANEIROT i 5E e I R S 22 S T . SR TR
HHE, A G — R e RERENE, 255, ARZHERRNEE, SB0EPer SEreer 5eHl,
S ey =2 A H RS E DR AR R SRR ST IR AR IR N R E . R, SNE R TTAMUAE
REITTEE A T, O B E A HEE, AT H o IXFIEE SEAT A 75 00 6045 Hh B R AL
O, Sy 2 W SCR T, B SR T AT SNE SR T HIIEAT . SR 2 RERS T EUE R, AR
e AR RITFER, TICHET=41887) — AZHEAE] NED T HRER". thrstE R



BRG] TS ML, R sNERIN, T4+ LAE(1889 ) HUAHIE ] ARVC AR M, Y4k
FNHF(1890 ) il . M8l 1 LRl AR BT s

VF 2 AR, ARTCHAC s — B T 24 8 I TG v, MR SEEE AR A BEN B T AT 9T S5 e )
G, VTR R, AR BN BT TS AR BT, S B T AT TR — BRI, B AT
213 BIVF ZWOEUE T E BT A R OCAFIT RO, RS T —EMIpcR . EER M 2 &M
M Nb 2 2RI A AR SR AUR AT T R LA SR ET T AR ME A AR PR 4R, H 2 5
AR “IREI R —— NIRRT, RIHER M2 ERTM LR ASITE TR EKRH
AEHBIX ) 30 23078 5R B B0 S AOIORURS 5 530 A, i 2 i SR A O B P Bk DA
T oy AR R YT, e R AMUE T RS R YT 2 DU RRYTR DA S 32k, R 45 1%
AEVERGE AR T AR B 3t B3 PR SR , 5¢ B 4R XA R s — A M4 0 IR 9 ] R 5 7 38 L ) e 3 4
52, HR TR SR BT Qe R R P BT T R TR BI ARG S0 ek i SR Ak AR SR G 1
A K B St R Las diliE A 2

W& R 3
—“F—-HFEIHA



Preface

Money is any clearly identifiable object of value accepted as payment for goods and services
within a market. During the late Neolithic age when agriculture and crafting developed, individuals
began to specialize in specific crafts and had to depend on others for subsistence goods. The in-
dividual that possessed any surplus value of goods exchanged it for something perceived to have
similar or greater value or utility. The exchange system of goods is known as barter. In order to ex-
tend the capacity of barter transactions the things with the greatest utility and reliability in terms of
re-use and re-trading of these things were chosen as a medium of exchange which could be widely
accepted. These things were later known as commodity money. The earliest examples of money
found in China were cowry shells which were adopted as commodity money more than 3000 years
ago. During the late Shang Dynasty bronze copies of cowrie shells were made and used, thus stan-
dardized metal coinages began to replace commodity money. Since then bronze copper and iron

were used for minting coins together with gold and silver.

Sliver smelting can be dated back to the Spring and Autumn Period circa 770 ~ 476B.C. Due
to native forms of sliver in ores containing sulfur, arsenic, antimony or chlorine the work of refining
silver in quantity cannot have been an easy process to apply on a large scale until the Bronze Age,
Several pieces of silver shell money found at a gravesite in Pingshan County,Hebei province, north-
ern China and 18 pieces of silver spade money were discovered in Gucheng Village, Fugou County,
Henan Province in central China, These were the earliest archaeological discovery of silver coinages.
Silver ingots or sycees appeared in the middle of the Tang dynasty and were used as materials for
precious metal objects initially. Later they were turned into a form of currency as values of precious

metal counts for large scale payment and Hoarding.

In the Northern Song and Southern Song Dynasties circa 960~1279 A.D, the use of silver
money was extended to political and economic government activities. It played an important role in
taxation, military expenditures, disaster relief, as well as purchasing government-monopoly goods,
paying war indemnities and rewarding vassal states. It also became popular among ordinary citizens
and was ubiquitous in gift and bribe giving and commercial trade and private hoarding. After the
ZhengTong period of the Ming Dynasty circa 1436~449 A.D, the currency functions of silver ingot
were fully visible in taxes and all economic fields. The government demanded taxes be paid in silver

ingots, including land tax, corvee labor, monopoly revenue, commercial tax, mine tax, tariffs, and



other taxes. During the Qing Dynasty circa 1644~1911 A.D, silver ingots developed rapidly due to
the Qing government's promotion to use silver ingot mainly and copper currency in complement.
After the Middle and Late Ming dynasty, large quantities of foreign silver dollars were flowing con-
stantly into China and the Ming and Qing government actively exploited the silver, laying a solid
foundation for adopting the silver system. Sufficient silver storage and free coinage in different plac-
es made silver ingots the key medium for state financial revenue and expenditure during the Qing

Dynasty, and the main currency in people's daily life.

During the 16th Century, the Spanish found silver mines in America. With the establishment
of the new route East, large amounts of silver dollars were brought into China by businessmen from
Spain, Portugal and other countries to purchase Chinese tea, raw silk, china and other commercial
goods. The foreign dollars were uniform and easy to count and trade, and gradually flooded into
China's commodity market. During the early period of Dao Guang reign, the foreign silver dollar not
only spread freely in the provinces in the southeastern coastal areas, but also made their way into
the mainland. Despite these Spanish-Mexican coins and trade coins shared similar specifications of
weights and fineness the imperial Chinese court realized that there should be only one standardized
indigenously designed coinage used as legal tender rather than continue to use foreign coins in
the circulation. Zhang Zhidong, the Viceroy of the Guangdong and Guangxi Provinces ordered the
modern coin-minting machinery the Chinese Ambassador in Britain from Ralph Heaton, Birming-
ham, England. The construction of the Guangdong Coin Bureau was completed in 1889. In the next
year Guangdong Coin Bureau struck the new silver coins. Thus the era of coin making machinery

and machine-struck coinage has started.

Silver coins were popular among collectors who collected for both hobbies or long term
investments. Sycees were getting more popular. Many new research and study results related to
sycees have been published during the last decade. The Chinese numismatic society committee of
gold and silver currency was established and supported by Zhejiang provincial museum with expe-
rienced collector and research fellows across the globe. The exhibition of Evolution of Silver-From
Sycee to Silver Dollar organized by Zhejiang provincial museum will open soon and more than 530
objects from 30 expert collectors across the Greater China Region will be displayed. It would be
the first exhibition featured the silver money only in China and the 14th general display of private
owned antiques in the museum. The exhibition includes examples of Chinese sycees and silver
coins through the ages and show the transition of the silver money from weight based cast ingots to

machine-struck coinages that formed the base of modern monetary system.
The Curator of Zhejiang province Museum

Chen Hao 9\2015
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