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FOREWORD

The Four Treasures of a Country: Justice, Law,

Cultivation and Governance

.

Guan Guoquan

Guanzi (given name Yiwu and courtesy name Zhong) was
born in 723 BC during the Zhou Dynasty in Yingshang, state of
Cai (Today’s Yingshang County of Anhui Province). A cenotaph
and the Guanbao Shrine mark his birthplace. Guanzi died in 645
BC in Linzi, the capital of the State of Qi (Today’s Linzi District,
Zibo, Shandong Province), where his tomb and memorial hall
were built.

An eminent politician, ideologist, political economist,
military strategist, educator and diplomat, Guanzi was recognized

as the father of management, forefather of all schools of thought,
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ancestor of legalism, and a minister of unparalleled ability. He
served 40 years as the prime minister of state of Qi along with his
close friend Bao Shuya, assisting duke Huan of Qi (Jiang Xiaobai)
to govern the state. He believed that “courtesy comes after a full
granary, gracefulness comes after decent food and clothing”, he
valued the management of domestic affairs, and he helped the
loved the people, educated the people and trusted the people,
so that all the people lived happy under the rule of the Duke. In
external affairs, he believed that the whole state should unite as
one to confront the enemy, help the poor, support the Zhou empire
and fight the northern and southern states. He was famed for his
role in “conquering all states and unifying the whole country”.

The life story of Guanzi is narrated in historical records
such as The Commentary of Zuo, Discourses of States - Qi,
The Record of Historian, The Analects of Confucius, Yanzi, and
Hanfeizi, and in other classics like Spring and Autumn Annals
and Garden of Anecdotes. However, Guanzi is the most highly-
recommended book — it concentrates and reflects all his moral
qualities, personality, wisdom, thoughts and experience.

Guanzi is the longest book among all the pre-Qin masters’
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works and was compiled by Guanzi himself. The book consists
of his articles of during different ages — a “textbook”™ on state
management, governing strategy, and memorials to the king,
documents on domestic affairs written by historiographers, as well
as other important historical documents (on which Zuo Qiuming’s
Discourses of States + Qi was possibly based). This book has a
clear theme and well-formed structure; facts and criticism are well
combined in an elegant and readable style.

Guanzi was first carved on bamboo slips. Hanfeizi said that it
bore the skill of management. Sima Qian pointed out, “I have read
Guanzi’s ‘Governing the People’, ‘Mountain-high’, ‘Economic
Planning’, ‘Heavy and Light’, ‘Nine Mansions’ many times and
am ver){mfamiliar with it.” In the Han Dynasty, the emperor was an
enthusiastic adherent of literature, and Liu Xiang was assigned to
compile Guanzi’s work. He deleted “the redundent 484 articles
from the 564 articles” in the imperial and folk editions of Pre-Qin
period, and retained the “final 86 articles” to form the Guanzi,
which was recorded in “Yiwenzhi” of the History of Han Dynasty
by Ban Gu as “written by Guan Zhong”.

Bamboo slips were an important tool for writing before the

invention of paper. However, they were heavy and expensive,
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and difficult to preserve. After Liu Xiang’s compilation, Guan’s
works were preserved on bamboo slips in 24 volumes. During the
later period of war, people fled and migrated; Guan’s works were
also partly lost, so only 76 articles are extant today.

There is no doubt that Guanzi carries the marks left by its
later compilers and editors during two thousand years of history,
therefore, there has always been speculation about the authpnticity
of various editions, forming a barrier to research. The barrier
can be viewed as the limitation of personal interpretation and
hermeneutics, which is likely to change after further scrutiny and
altering of academic stance. Unless one removes this barrier, one
will gain.nothing at all from these great works. For readers, the
most important thing is to appreciate the Chinese cultural essence
and share the wisdom of Guanzi, with the help of an easy-reading
text and simple explanation.

Guanzi is a grand book with more than 160,000 ancient
Chinese characters written in a style different from today’s. This
edition of Guanzi’s quotations is only a very small part of the
original work, but it includes eight sections, namely, “On State
Governance”, “On Economy”, “On Rule of Law”, “On Military”,

“On Harmony”, “On Diplomacy” and “On Philosophy”, covering

43
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the areas of economics, political economics, science of law,
military science, sociology, international relations and philosophy.
The chapter “On Precaution” serves as a general introduction to
the book.

Guanzi had extensive and profound experience of governance,
and was wise in all its arts. In ancient China, “Impartiality”,

ke

“Law”, “Cultivation” and “Governance” are called “the Four
Treasures of a Country”; in ancient Chinese, these four words
can be used as both nouns and verbs. That is why “Impartiality”
is not only the goal of social governance, but also an example of
one’s words and deeds; “Law” can be both a stipulation and a
standard of judgment; “Cultivation” means a culture és well as
a way of educating people; “Governance” is not only a state of
administration and governance but also a dynamic process.
“Impartiality” is the crystal of human civilization, since self-
interest is innate in human nature, society and the nobility, which
derived from animalia. That is why humans have to “do exactly
the opposite” to create a brand new civilization value out of self-
interest — “impartiality”, which is exactly reflected and fixed in

its Chinese character. As Xu Shen explained in his Interpretation

of Chinese Characters, “impartiality” is the opposite of “self-
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interest”. Guanzi put forward the view that the primary standard
of state should be “impartiality instead of self-interest”, then a
state ruler could “abolish self-interest and build impartiality”,
and further on run the whole country well. Not until the 18th-
19th century did the West come up with the value system of
“impartiality” of “public ownership”, a social economic pattern
brought forward by the most progressive intellectuals of the day,
to deal with the problem of disintegration of society caused by
free economy.

“Law” means setting up codes and standards for people
nationwide and putting them into force. Guanzi held that “Law”
was a public implement which originated in social practice and
the objective law of human society was an important weapon
for sages and monarchs to govern. As Guanzi put it, “Law is the
convention of society, which settles cases and tells right from
wrong. It concerns life and death”, which suggested the need to
“make law and govern by law”. However, Guanzi emphasized
that rulers should not exercise this power wilfully. A ruler should
govern his country according to law and legal standards rather
than his own knowledge and others’ views. Once law was

established, the ruling class should “set examples for the common
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