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About this book

This book gives a detailed description of over sixty years of animation teaching history of Animation
School of Beijing Film Academy for the first time. It also gives a full and accurate account of enormous
progress and great successes made by Animation School of BFA in the period from 2000 to 2013, the golden
age of pushing forward cultural development nationwide. During these fourteen years, Animation School
of BFA has made great successes of the integration of “production, education and research” in animation
teaching that have attracted worldwide attention. The book consists of nine parts: events, survey, teaching,
creation research, intern and practical training, activities, Animation Academy Award, foreign exchange,

album of Animation School and appendixes.

Founded in 2000, Animation School of Beijing Film Academy is the first animation school in China.
The predecessor of Animation School of BFA is the Animation Specialty, which was originally established
in 1952. Over sixty years of professional teaching, Animation School had turned out some outstanding
animation artists of elder generation, such as A Da, Dai Tielang, Yan Dingxian, Lin Wenxiao,Hu Jinging, and
a large group of young and middle-aged animation directors who actively involve with Chinese animation,
including Cao Xiaohui, Sun Lijun, Huang Yong, Li Jianping, Su Da, Li Jie, Chen Xiangnong, Chen Zhihong

and so on, thus making important contributions to Chinese animation cause.

Animation School of BFA had achieved wonderful successes in the areas of animation teaching and
research. During the past nine years from 2005-2013, Animation School had produced six original animation
films, of which, four won China Ornamental Column Award, two won China Golden Rooster Award, one
won China Ornamental Column Award Nomination, one won Annecy Animated Film Festival Nomination
(France) and three won Government Award. More than 190 overseas countries bought the broadcasting
right of “Legend of A Rabbit” . From 2001 to 2013, Animation Academy Awards presented 138 big prizes
and 202 prize-winning works, 100 of which were the works of Animation School students, among which
more than ten students’ works won big prizes of various international animated film festivals. The rate
of employment was over 97%. Some graduates had become key members in their enterprises and other
graduates had become excellent teachers and academic leaders in animation schools. Animation School of
BFA had trained academic leaders and key personnel for various animation education administration units
by making good use of summer vacation and winter vacation; Animation School of BFA had organized
backbone teachers who came from more than 100 animation schools at home and abroad to compile over 200
teaching materials that had enjoyed a high reputation. Animation School of BFA had organized 346 various
high-level activities with a variety of 25---



Now Animation School of BFA has become a sacred place for animation elites who dream of
exchanging ideas and learning animation around the world. It has developed into a cradle of educating high-
end animation talents in China. And it has become a leading role in the cause of animation education as well

as an accelerator for promoting rapid development of Chinese animation industry.

Never before has there been such a thriving prosperity of animation education in Chinese educational
history. In the process of “carry on glory, create another glory” , many great animation works of Animation
School of BFA have become models of Chinese animation new generation. With the characteristics of
stories of failure and struggle, the unique understanding of animation education and talent training, the
pursuit of film quality and new technology, the brave breakthrough and foresight on subject matter, the
excellent techniques of telling stories, the solid production theory, and consistent innovative business model,

Animation School of BFA will create more glorious future for Chinese animation.

For anybody, either a Chinese animation education administration unit or a firm, or an animation

worker, this book is a rare important reference book that is worthwhile purchasing and treasuring up.
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Preface

I have a dream that one day Chinese animation could go towards the world and let outstanding Chinese culture

spread all over the world.

It has been fourteen years since Animation School was founded in 2000. In the process of “carry on glory, create
another glory”, we made a series of outstanding achievements. As early as at the founding of the Animation school, it
admitted no less than ten students every year. Today, it has an annual enrolment of tens of thousands of students. The school
has developed from one major to four majors. During the past nine years from 2005-2013, Animation School had produced
six original animation films, of which, four won China Ornamental Column Award, two won China Golden Rooster Award,
one won China Ornamental Column Award Nomination, one won Annecy Animated Film Festival Nomination (France)
and three won Government Award. More than 190 overseas countries bought the broadcasting right of “Legend of A
Rabbit”. From 2001 to 2013, Animation Academy Awards presented 138 big prizes and 202 prize-winning works, 100 of
which were the works of Animation School students, among which more than ten students’ works won big prizes of various
international animated film festivals. The rate of employment was over 97 %. Some graduates had become key members in
their enterprises and other graduates had become excellent teachers and academic leaders in animation schools. Animation
School of BFA had trained academic leaders and key personnel for various animation education administration units by
making good use of summer vacation and winter vacation; Animation School of BFA had organized backbone teachers who
came from more than 100 animation schools at home and abroad to compile over 200 teaching materials that had enjoyed a

high reputation. Animation School of BFA had organized 346 various high-level activities with a variety of 25......

Due to the educational principle of integration of “production, education and research” and the mode of training
talents for practical training, students of Animation School are generally welcomed by animation industry because of their
good practical ability and comprehensive ability. The third-year university students willingly unite to form the joint task
group. They spend about one year to finish the production of animated short film. While still in school, most of our students
begin to film with teachers, thus realizing the seamless interconnection with animation industry.

Animation works may have great influence on the aesthetic standard and values of more than one generation. Every
animator should take up the mission and responsibility of carrying on the Chinese culture. The mode of training talents of
“Individual artist™ is no longer fit for meeting the market demand. The future of animation production is the collective work
of big industry, which needs combined operation. Animation School aims at cultivating a great deal of imperative talents
for national animation cause, but it is more important that Animation School should cultivate the leading talents who play
an important role in Chinese animation market in the future so as to build up first-class reserve strength for the prosperous
development of Chinese animation industry.

The book is rich in content with the substantial details. During the golden opportunity period of pushing forward
cultural development and prosperity nationwide, the book is a microcosm of enormous progress made by Chinese
animation education cause, which has received the support and great care of the Central Government and the related
local government leaders as well as the leaders of Beijing Film Academy. It is the abundant and excellent result made by
teaching staff, administers and students of Animation School. It is hoped that the book will become a model on specialty
setting, teaching and research for other fraternal animation schools. It serves as an excellent introduction to tens of
thousands of students who want to know more about Animation School and hope to “go to Beijing Film Academy and

study animation”.

Sun Lijun

Vice-President of Beijing Film Academy
Professor, Ph. D advisor
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in AD 2000

in AD 2001

in AD 2002

in AD 2003

in AD 2006

in AD 2007

W

in AD 2008

Animation School of Beijing Film Academy was officially founded. This
was the first animation school in China. Vice-Premier of the State Council
Li Langing made an inspection tour to Animation School of Beijing Film
Academy.

The first Animation Academy Awards was held. Chinese animated short film
“Animation Academy Awards” was set up, which provided a platform for the
exchange of animation teaching and research in China.

Chairman of the CPPCC National Committee Jia Qinglin made an
inspection tour to Animation School of Beijing Film Academy.

The first *Comics Festival” was held. In order to “promote the development
of Chinese animation and game industry and further improve the overall
level of numerous animation enthusiasts”, Chinese "Comics Festival” was
established.

Deputy Secretary of Beijing Municipal Committee Long Xinmin made an
inspection tour to Animation School.

The 2nd Animation Academy Awards was held.

The 3rd Animation Academy Awards was held.

Animation School of Beijing Film Academy was granted as one of the first
national animation education and research base.

Member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau Li Changchun
inspected the exhibition stand of Animation School of Beijing Film Academy
during the 2nd'Beijing Network Expo.

The 4th Animation Academy Awards was held.

Secretary of Beijing Municipal Committee Liu Qi made an inspection tour to
Animation School.

Animation film “Little Soldier Zhang Ga” won the 11th China Ornamental
Column Award for “"Outstanding Animation”.

The 5th Animation Academy Awards was held.

The building of Animation School of Beijing Film Academy was completed.
The magazine “Great Comics” started the publication.
The 6th Animation Academy Awards was held.

Animation film “A Houseful Laugher” won the 12th China Ornamental
Column Award for “*Outstanding Animation Nomination”,

Animation Art Institute of China was set up (Now Animation Art Research
Institute of China).

The 7th Animation Academy Awards was held.

Sino-Japan “Tomorrow” Animation Competition was held. In April, Prize-
winners were received by Prime Minister of Japan Fukuda, Kiyoko and some
officials in Japan.

The 8th Animation Academy Awards was held.
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)’ in AD 2009

Y in AD 2010

in AD 2011

in AD 2012

5 in AD 2013

Member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Party and State
Councilor Liu Yandong and other leaders inspected the exhibition stand of
Animation School of Beijing Film Academy during the 4th Beijing International
Cultural & Credtive Industry Expo. He was accompanied by some leaders, including
Deputy Secretary of Beijing Municipal Committee and Mayor Guo Jinlong, Vice
Minister of SARFT of China Zhang Haitao, Minister of Beijing Municipal Bureau of
Radio, Film and Television Sun Xiangdong and so on.

Graduate student Yin Chuan, who won the 2nd Tokyo Infernational Manga Award in
2008, was received by Prime Minister of Japan Taro Aso. Also Taro Aso presented an
inscription of “frials and hardships of education” to Animation School.

The 9th Animation Academy Awards was held.

Sino-Japan Cultural Exchange Symposium was held in Tokyo, Japan, which was
presided over by the Premier of the State Council Wen Jiabao. As a member
of Chinese cultural exchange delegation, Dean Sun Lijun made the friendly
exchange with the representatives of Japanese celebrities in cultural circle by
centering on the theme of Chinese and Japanese culture. Also he gave away
the portrait paintings to Premier of the State Council Wen Jiabao and Prime
Minister of Japan Yukio Hatoyama.

The opening ceremony of first fraining class of Film & TV Animation and Cartoon
Training Center of BFA was launched in Hot Spring Leisure City of Changping
district where Chinese animation and cartoon industry base was located.

The 10th Animation Academy Awards was held.

Member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau Li Changchun made
an inspection tour to Animation School.

Director General of Department of Higher Education of Ministry of Education Liu Guigin,
Director of Department of Liberal Arts Liu Xianghong, Deputy Director of Department of
Liberal Arts Guo Biac came to Animation School of BFA and gave the evaluation of “The
2nd Chinese Student Original Animation and Cartoon Competition”.

The 11th Animation Academy Awards was held.

Dean Sun Lijun gave Li Changchun and other leading comrades of the central
authorities a formal reception at the animation exhibition in National Museum
of China. He warmly infroduced the animation development in China, gave a
detailed explanation of the model of animation film'Tian Keng” and “the third
generation interactive film”,

Vice Minister of the Ministry of Culture Yang Zhijin, Vice-President of the Party
School of the Central Committee Li Shulei and other leaders made the
investigation and research in Animation School.

Deputy Mayor of Beijing Hong Feng, who was accompanied by the related
principals of Beijing Municipal Education Commission, Beijing Development and
Reformm Commission and Beijing Planning Commission, paid a visit to Animation
School and made the investigation and research. '

The 12th Animation Academy Awards was held.

Animation film “Fantastic Adventure, The Ultimate Task” won the 29th China
Golden Rooster Award for “Best Animation” and the 16th Ornamental Column
Award for "Outstanding Animation”,

The promo picture of Animation film “Legend of the Rabbit 2” was premiered
at the Cannes Film Festival. All the characters in the film made their wonderful
debut one by one.

The 13th Animation Academy Awards was held.
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| 2000 IR SRR EEERE (£— ) FIRUE
Vice—Premier of the State Council Li Langing (first from the left) inspected
Animation School in 2000

S

| 2012EREFRBIEREESKE () BRUR

Member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau Li Changchun (middle)
inspected Animation School in 2012
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2005%, BMEILIRTTZEPBICXHMEER) B FERR
Secretary of the CPC Beijing Municipal Committee Liu Qi inspected Animation
School in 2005

20125, WEXUHEIRKBETS . PRERBEIRKEZTBE—ITRIE FPAT
Vice Minister of the Ministry of Culture Yang Zhijin, Vice—President of the Party
School of the Central Committee Li Shulei and other leaders came to the Animation
School and made an investigation in 2012




| 2012 RHEREHEER HIT. BHMKHETRFR A
Deputy secretary of the general Party ranch, Vice Minister of the Ministry of
Education Du Yubo and other leaders investigated Animation School in 2012
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| 2009%12H3H, e EERDESRENRDELELARRELRARKSE
TR T ET

The 9" Animation Academy Awards of the Animation School of Beijing Film
Academy was held in Henan hall of the Great Hall of the People, Beijing on
December 3, 2009
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Sun Lijun, The pioneering animation educator and leader of

new academism of animation film in new period in China
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Sun Lijun, the Vice-President of
Beijing Film Academy, professor and
PhD director

XV



B, PE—EER)F, BF
tRBEEEREaEFRERK,
AALREEZRTIEHEHAR
B &l B <

Cao Xiaohui, first-grade artist in
China, once was the Vice President
of The Animation School of Beijing
Film Academy, is now the Vice
President of Animation Art Research
Institute of China of Beijing Film
Academy
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Cao Xiaohui, The pioneering animation educator and

Animation Artist in new period in China
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Wu Guanying, Professor of

Department of Information Art
& Design of Academy of Arts &
Design, Tsinghua University
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Wu Guanying, The pioneering animation educator in new
period in China
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