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To the Teacher

I. General Guidelines

L

Zooming In: An Integrated English Course (Book 1 — Book 4), compiled in
strict accordance with the College English Curriculum Requirements, is a new
set of college English textbooks targeting at non-English majors. It aims to help
learners attain the “Basic Requirements” in coordination with its companion
course books such as Learning to Read: An English Reading Course,
Learning to Speak: An English Video Course, Reading Faster, and Writing

as Communication. For details about the Basic Requirements, please refer to
College English Curriculum Requirements.

Each of the four books consists of 8 theme-based units. Each unit is expected
to be covered in 4-5 class periods (about 200 to 250 minutes). In this new
edition, the Learner s CD has been upgraded to the Online Courseware, which
can be accessed on the New Perspective Foreign Language Teaching and
Learning Platform. 1t is highly recommended that your university or college
install the platform. The Online Courseware serves as an integrated part of the
Student s Book. Students are expected to make full use of it and work towards
becoming autonomous learners. Close attention should be paid to its additional
components that are not included in the Student’s Book.

Classroom teaching focuses on Text A. A thorough analysis of the text is
recommended. Students are expected to read Text B and finish all the tasks on
their own with the help of the Online Courseware.

Classroom activities should be well integrated with students’ individualized
and autonomous learning, and group work should be fully emphasized. For this
purpose, it is strongly suggested that 1) online supervision and conferencing
or face-to-face tutorials be arranged with students on a regular basis; and 2)
students be assigned into study groups at the beginning of the semester so that
they may organize group study on their own before or after class.

Evaluation is a key component in College English teaching. It is suggested
that both formative assessment and summative assessment be carried out

in accordance with the College English Curriculum Requirements. The two
practice tests provided in each of the four books may serve as a guide for
teachers to administer their own tests in accordance with the requirements of
CET 4.

Teachers are encouraged to make use of the Electronic Teaching Portfolio and



other resources available to suit their particular needs in the process of teaching.

I1. Teaching Suggestions
Get Started

1. This section serves as a warm-up to activate students’ existing knowledge and
to encourage them to share their personal experiences or opinions on the theme
of the unit. The following steps may be taken:

1) Choose a group member to lead the discussion.
2) Ask all group members to take notes on what others say.
3) Ask one or two students to report their discussion to the whole class.

2. The theme-related quotes in each unit are meant to give students some insights
into the theme under discussion. The following steps may be followed:

1) Go through the quotes in class, ask students to interpret the meaning of the
quotes and then state if they accept the ideas expressed in the quotes.

2) A brief introduction about the quoted celebrities may be given if necessary.

3) Ask students which quote they like best and why.

3. Recommended time allotment: 15-20 minutes.

Listen and Respond

1. Go over the new words and phrases listed in the box to check if most of them
are new to students. For students at a higher proficiency level, the list of new
words and phrases may be skipped.

2. Go over the multiple-choice exercise in Task One before playing the recording,
and make sure that students know what information to look for in order to
complete the exercise.

3. Play the recording for a second time so that students can start Task Two.
Students should be reminded that, for Task Two, they need to focus on specific
details.

4. Recommended time allotment: 20—-30 minutes.

Read and Explore

Text A

1. Since Text A is designed for what has been traditionally known as “intensive
reading”, the teacher should play a leading role in organizing classroom
activities. Priority should be given to text explanation with the aim of helping
students reach a shared understanding of the text. At the same time, by

focusing on both the Content Questions and the Extended Questions listed

vii



vili

6.

in the Teacher s Manual, the teacher should help students navigate through the

process of intensive reading, so that the latter may learn, bit by bit, how to read
effectively and critically.

Learning to ask questions on the content of the text is an effective reading skill,
which will lead students on the right track towards becoming independent
learners. Students are, therefore, encouraged to devise questions and ask one
another for answers. The Content Questions and the Extended Questions
given in the Teacher s Manual may serve as a guide for the question-answer

activity, but teachers should feel free to design more questions as they see fit.

. It is strongly suggested that such tasks and activities as Discovering the Main

Ideas and Reading Between the Lines be incorporated into text explanation.

. Underlining good usage (i.e. collocations) while reading is another useful skill.

Teachers should help students acquire the ability to pick out useful language
points while reading. In this connection, teachers may refer to the Electronic
Teaching Portfolio.

Oral activities such as Voicing Your Views are recommended for learners at
all levels. All the questions therein should be tackled by students at a higher
proficiency level, whereas the teacher may select just one or two questions for
discussion for learners at a lower proficiency level.

Recommended time allotment: 90—100 minutes.

Text B

1.

Students are requested to study Text B on their own before class with the

help of the Online Courseware. Students should be reminded to make use of
Appendix III: Glossary.

Classroom activities focus on both reading comprehension and language
points. The teacher’s role in class is to check and guide. For this purpose, it is
suggested that such activities as Checking Your Vocabulary and Checking
Your Comprehension be conducted in class by means of negotiation with
students or group discussions among students. In this connection, the Teacher s

Manual may prove most helpful.

. Students should be reminded of the importance of the Word Detective section,

which contains all the “active words” that are to be mastered on their own. It
is suggested that emphasis be placed on training students’ ability to determine
the meaning of vocabulary items from the context, which is one of the most
important aspects of successful reading.

Recommended time allotment: 40—50 minutes.



Optional Classroom Activities

1.

Optional Classroom Activities work best for students at a higher proficiency
level. However, this does not mean that students at a lower proficiency level
should be denied this in-class opportunity to develop their practical skills. In
fact, some of the optional classroom activities are designed for students at all
levels. Teachers and students are encouraged to take up this section in the light

of their specific circumstances.

. Specific suggestions for teaching are listed on the relevant pages in the

Teacher s Manual.

Enhance Your Language Awareness

1.

The section Enhance Your Language Awareness is designed for three
purposes: 1) to help students consolidate the knowledge of focal language
points as well as skills they have acquired both through negotiation with

the teacher in class and through their autonomous learning; 2) to check

and evaluate the efficiency of students’ work by asking them to perform
comprehensive tasks related to the focal language points in the unit; and 3) to
help teachers obtain feedback of their teaching so as to improve or adjust their
teaching strategies.

This section includes 1) Words in Action, which consists of Working with
Words and Expressions and Increasing Your Word Power; 2) Grammar
in Context; 3) Cloze; 4) Translation; and 5) Theme-Related Writing.
Reference answers and sample essays for the writing tasks are all provided in
the Teacher s Manual. Teachers should see to it that students complete all the

learning tasks conscientiously either in class or outside class.

. In the Teacher s Manual specific suggestions for teaching are given where

necessary.

4. Recommended time allotment: 3040 minutes.

Enjoy English

1.

This section may be considered as the “dessert”. It aims to liven up the learning

and teaching atmosphere.

2. Recommended time allotment: 5—10 minutes.
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