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A long history

Are pyramids tombs?

Pyramids are buildings that can best remind us of the past of
Egypt.

The number of pyramids surpasses our imagination. By the end of
19th century, the statistics of Dr. Lepsius, a German Egyptologist,
was less than 67; but now the number is close to 100.

All the pyramids are distributed over 40 kilometers in a valley on the
left bank of the Nile River. Some are standing alone; but most are
relatively crowded together. Among the secondary pyramids, the ones
near Abusil, Sakkara, Dashur, Matanie and Medun are famous.

However, people are most interested in the pyramids around the
small village of Giza. They are usually known as Great Pyramid. They
are named after their builders on the basis of guesses. They are called
Cheops (or Khufu) Pyramid, Khafra (Cheops’ son) Pyramid, and
Menkaura (Hafra’s son) Pyramid.

For a long time, people have regarded these buildings as tombs.
They are built to protect the tomb chambers beneath where lie the
embalmed remains of the Pharaoh who built the pyramid. This is true

for some pyramids but not for one of them.
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Do they have any deep meanings?

The 19th century French writer Gérard de Nerval thought that these
pyramids were built to serve various " mysteries” which were told to
Orpheus (poet and singer in Greek mythology) and Moses (Jewish
leader in the Bible).

The pyramids are all on the left bank of the Nile, so Mr. de Pesm
hypothesized that these solid and firm buildings had formed a barrier to
stop desert sand flowing into the river.

The Egyptian astronomer Muhammad Bay thought that the biggest
pyramid, i.e. the Cheops Pyramid, had been built during a time
carefully chosen. Over 5, 000 years ago, the dog star reached its
highest point on its orbit and its light shone perpendicular to the south
slope of the pyramid.

Medicuse the German witnessed in the pyramid a painting on the
immortality of soul.

Dr. Lepsius realized that the size of these pyramids agrees well with
the reign of those Pharaochs. He somewhat felt that there was more real
meaning hidden in it.

The French encyclopedist Didero was the closest to the answer. He
said that these pyramids sent us knowledge and history. However, his
hypothesis still lacks courage, which we will see soon.

The pyramid we talk about here is the Cheops Pyramid, the one that
is of most interest to us. Its implication of some intention and of a

certain mysterious world set it apart in different ways.
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The highlights of pyramid

The Great Pyramid, usually called Khufu Pyramid, is the earliest
pyramid and the northernmost. It is located not far from the ancient
towns of Heliopolis and Memphis and is close to the present Cairo.
The latter was built several thousand years later, and when the con-
struction was on the way, a large quantity of materials were taken from
the outer layer of the Great Pyramid.

The Great Pyramid is situated just on the base of the Nile River
Delta. Its direction is of geometrical precision, while other pyramids
are not so exact. One of its side, i. e. the side into which the entrance
is built, is facing the north. The extension of its diagonal would em-
brace both banks of the Delta. Its meridian divides the Delta into two
equal halves.

The height of the Great Pyramid is 137 meters, the side of the square
base 227 meters, which occupies an area of 5 hectares. It has no
pointed top. If a pointed top were added, the building would be 147
meters high. If the Great Pyramid were empty, it would be a good

case for the 131 — meter St. Peters in Rome.

5000 years’ architectural project

The time used for building the Cheops Pyramid is arguable.

The Egyptian chronologists determined it between 3100 and 2700 B.
C. According to the Copts, the Great Pyramid was built before “the big
flood” which had beenpredicted to happen in 300 years by a certain

spirit. The astronomical data provided at the entrance of the pyramid
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show that the time is between 2654 and 2592 B. C. This agrees well
with its actual age.

The setup of the Great Pyramid without doubt greatly precedes its
contemporary technique. The superhuman knowledge contained in it,
according to the Bible notes, owes to Ino, one of the great sages who
got revelation from the God.

The Bible says Ino was born in 3378 B. C. and lived 365 years. So
he could not be the designer of the Great Pyramid. But we cannot
absolutely say he was not an architect, because the design was made
by him. According to the Egyptian legends, one of his grandson
brought the design to Egypt and with his huge spiritual influence
persuaded the Egyptians to find 100, 000 workers for him. In ary
case, since no one can decide who designed the Great Pyramid, it
has been believed to be designed by King Cheops, i.e. Khufu, of
the Fourth Dynasty. At least his name is inscribed on the Great
Pyramid.

Herodotus’ hypothesis

According to the ancient Greek historian Herodotus, it took 20 years
to build the Great Pyramid. No other evidence is found besides what
this Greek had said, which is out of good will but does not hold water.

What the Egyptian clergymen know is that Khufu was at once a
great architect and a despot known to all. He took over a wealthy and
just Hamsinit Dynasty and turned it into a time of big building pro-
jects but poverty. Sacrifices were forbidden and temples were closed.

Whatever project he wanted to undertake, huge manpower would be
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used. He had an army of ten thousand soldiers who took turns every
three months. In this period when people suffered a great deal, ten
years was spent to build a causeway to transport rocks. From the
viewpoint of today, this project was no less than the pyramid proper,
because it was 5 stade long, 10 orgyie wide, and 8 orgyie at the
highest section. It was built with rocks polished and decorated with
animal designs. It took 20 years to complete the pyramid. The
pyramid is square with sides of about 8 pléthres wide and high and
with rocks, each of 30 pieds long, all polished and laid to perfec-
tion. It is a step pyramid with 203 steps. When the work began,
workers lifted rocks with the help of short logs and sent to the upper
layers. There might be many such rock - lifting equipment or only
one because it was mobile. The next step is the protective layer,
carried out gradually from top to bottom. Lastly, it was the section
closest to the ground and inside the pyramid. The Egyptian language
was inscribed on the pyramid recording the amount of vegetables
used, which is summed up to 10. 8 million gold francs. If this were
true, how much more should have been spent on iron tools, food,
and clothing? As it took such a long time to build the pyramid, not
including the time spent on rock collection, transportation, and un-
derground work. Without any doubt, the number in this respect was

astronomical.
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Lifting methods

The building rocks for the pyramid were huge and must be sent to
those heights. So many people believe that extraordinary lifting
methods were available in the early dynastic Egypt but we still do not
know what they were.

Actually, though this civilized nation was once highly developed
materially, their means of machinery was rather simple. Of course
those people who had been taught religious secrets were highly
learned, and perhaps wiser than modern great scholars. Their fields of
knowledge might not be the same and seemed to be of a higher level.
But because of its mysterious nature, it was not applied to specific

projects. ... ..

Unique huge site

The architectural miracles made by the Pharaohs were only possible
with rich supplies of manpower. In nature, these laborers were more
forced than willing. One thing is certain: they were not paid. They
were only fed with coarse food. The water of the Nile was known to
make people fat, so they drank the river water. “Purification of body”
was only observed by the clergymen, who ate no vegetables, mutton,
or pork, in order to reduce the wastes with organic matter. The labor
force was composed of ordinary people and they did ordinary jobs.
Technical work such as stone — picking, polishing, laying, and carv-
ing were done by skilled workers.

In Egypt, the most widely used material was sandstone and granite.
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The Great Pyramid was built with sandstone and the protective layer
was hard limestone whose existence was doubted. Dr. Davidson, an
Englishman, decided in his research project that there was such a
layer according to its specific meaning. Violet Ledick the archeologist
assumed that quarrymen drilled holes into the limestone and filled
them with water so that they might expand, then with wood wedges
they stripped off the stone from the soil one layer after another. After

this, the rocks were shaped and polished.
Assembling? Magnifying glass?

Everything shows that these stone workers were not unskilled green-
horn as described above. The rocks of the pyramid, especially those of
the protective layer (judged from the remained rocks on the original
site), were chiseled with great care and were laid cleverly in a way
that no cement was used but a razor cannot get in between. Of course,
they were not moved; they remained where they had been. This is
particularly unusual.

A contemporary great architect made shocking remarks about it:
“This huge stone building seems to have been assembled by a watch-
maker under a magnifying glass. ” Friend Petley, an English Egyp-
tologist marveled at the building. He exclaimed, “this is something
that can only done with modern optical instrument, and it has several
hectares in area! ”

A well — known American quarry master said, ~No engineering team
of today is so well — trained and no machine of today is so perfect as to

lay rocks 10 meters in length so tight to each other. But on the Great
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