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Abstract

Valdivia civilization came into existence around 3000 BC in the land of South America. Between 900 BC and 200 BC
there emerged cities following the thriving of Chavin Culture of ancient Peru. When it comes to the early 15th century,
the Inca Empire expanded into the largest empire in America and remained so until the 16™ century. Its territory once
encompassed as much areas beyond Peru as Ecuador, Chile, Bolivia and part of Argentina. The Incas, being the
indigenous people of ancient South America, inherited and developed much of their ancestor's accomplishment in
architecture.

The most familiar icon of Inca civilization would be Machu Picchu which is situated on a high ridge 2430 meters above
sea level in the Urubamba valley in the eastern slope of the Andes, 100 kilometers northwest of Cuzco, the then capital
of Inca Empire. The site is enclosed with dense tropical forest, rendering it concealed from outside and inconvenient to
reach. The only access was nothing more than a secret tortuous pathway winding across the mountains. Machu Picchu
was long not known to the Spanish during their conquest of the Inca Empire and thus retained its serenity over the
centuries until the arrival of the American archaeologist in 1911. It is a relatively intact cultural site left from the time of
the Inca Empire the architecture of which was mostly demolished. Therefore, Machu Picchu's miraculous survival greatly
aids us in our comprehensive exploration of the architectural achievements made by the aboriginal South American
habitants. Not only its city planning that is worth discussing, Machu Picchu's landscape engineering is all the more
worthy of attention and research.

Aside from Machu Picchu, the writer also devotes pages to the brief introduction of ancient Peru architecture before and
after the Inca Empire and relevant knowledge on that. This will enable readers to understand in full scales rules of South
American architecture. One innovative architectural ensemble that needs to be specifically attended to is the Santa
Catalina Monastery constructed during Peru's colonial time. It was once acclaimed as a city within the city, while to the
writer “another Shangri-La after Machu Picchu” is a preferable compliment. This “Shangri-La" features in some detail in
the last part of this book.

Works introduced in this book is mainly UNESCO World Heritage sites, but still Chinese readers are lacking in relevant
written materials on them. The writer therefore strives to elaborate to the last possible detail on the selected works and
provides as many as 420 pictures so that these architecture can be fully appreciated by the readers, especially those
who have not yet been to the sites.
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B, EEFAHERBI R HNEABRER, thiL106 85 E—9AZ, 62 8%
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(Vicente de Valverde) R HEHFEMNE, MAEREEFE (FE) , B "ULEF
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B, RUEEKE, FZAZEME, EFEFEAA—FEY, —FaZb it 7NN
AE, MBEEIMENNEFER /R, FiEZ )02 ER/RIBNGFFZia,
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NARMFEREGE e RS, NIFERRBEHTIE, BE£~=H1%E, BNRL
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MENMANRESADETGRRTERENARD, HREEMIEERT, B
NFELtEHRRRIBHEMHMNRE, RIVEARFEENPE, HitF8T
1THAA, RETERHENE T, IBIRNNTEZENALS ATHERIE. BT,
HEKRS., FY, RZALKBAELE, EFTHENBERE—5, BIFIROER
AR RREETE, HIEX Ari#H. BEEENRERAGTRERWLL, IS
Rit2EIRE, ATHEZAmMAEHSE, BHRARAT "BH" , iIEXKER
RBOERRER, @ RIBERER, ANISE NIRRT EDH0 75 E TR 3 8 U1 oF
AFERR o

FERRMENEEIRAESEXEH, REMESKEREER, ER{IIMD
ITMEMIR P R B6S, NEHBEBRRMERABZSHERT —EARRARESE
(ransom room) B [E], X[EEE=K 7m, T b5m, BEEHWHREB TEM ATk,
BEAREREFTHEE/RIBAEH, 1533 £ 6 F 26 B fFIE R RIEH LUK, &
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1542 FRMFEIERHIHELSEX, THFD, MEFXRABRMFEIEN
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(D % 1] : Huaman Poma. Letter to a king: A Peruvian Chief's Account of Life Under the Incas and Under
Spanish Rule[M]. New York: E. P. Dutton, 1978 ; Edward Hyams and George Ordish. The Last of The
Incas: The Rise and Fall of An American Empire[M]. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1963.

(@) Victor Wolfgang von Hagen. Realm of the Incas[M|. New York: New American Library, 1961:199.
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man Poma) B9 1E (425 M —HZ ) (Letter to a King: A Peruvian Chief’ s Account
of Life Under the Incas and Under Spanish Rule), X2—%HFRmeHR5E 21k
AEENIH, B8 - EDEFHNFTEERMNSG, hERELDLFHNEEREH
BHBCEMHE, SEHFABLONFTERTCRAZEERANXS], ©
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