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To the Teachers

Why do we need to teach English pronunciation? Obviously it is for at least two reasons. Firstly, it
is to improve intelligibility, which will help improve not only one’s pronunciation itself, but also one’s
abilities in vocabulary building, listening, speaking and writing. Secondly, teaching pronunciation at a more
advanced level is to allow students to monitor themselves so that they will be able to create a favorable
impression in communicative situations.

A newly-explored area in teaching English pronunciation is to unfold the relationship as well as the
rules between English letters and English phonemic sounds. The endeavour proves to be a worthy effort for
learners as it not only helps them pronounce English words correctly, but also enables them to spell English
words accurately and efficiently. Being the first important step in teaching English or of access to successful
English learning, it deserves great attention and endeavour. Therefore, our purpose is to help English
teachers realize the power of sound as well as the form of English so that creative teaching will be achieved
and to help learners explore their potentiality in learning a foreign language. Our philosophy of teaching
English pronunciation is that every learner can learn English intelligently because everyone has his or her

own ability to learn a language and should reach his or her fullest potential.

A booklet, Teaching Pronunciation, published by SEAMEO Regional Language Centre in Singapore
(2004) has listed some of the common problems of pronunciation from a variety of sources:

I') using the wrong sound;

2 ) leaving sounds out;

3 ) adding sounds;

l) putting stress on the wrong syllable in a word;

> ) putting stress on the wrong word in a sentence;

6 ) using the wrong intonation pattern;

() combination of these problems.

“The type of misunderstanding can range from failing to grasp the message or misinterpreting the
meaning of the message to being insulted because the speaker appears to be expressing an attitude that was

not intended.”

X



Intelligent Learning in English Pronunciation is a practical course-book tailored to freshmen
in universities and colleges, especially the English majors who want systematical training in English
pronunciation and intonation, which has proved essential for English learning at college level.

To many, the spelling of English is very inconsistent. There are many words which are spelt differently
but sound the same, such as hair/hare, I/eye, rap/wrap, bear/bare, rays/raise, etc. Students are often
frustrated in an attempt to learn new words by heart. As a result, many failed, or even gave up, because of
this obstacle of sounds and forms of English words.

However, English is not a language without any rules. On the contrary, it is such a unique language
that the closer you approach it the more interesting and magical you will find it to be. Mostly the letters are
formed in such a way that they coincide with English sounds to produce rhythmic and musical effect, which
is the power to help the students through the way of English learning and communication.

“Old habits won’t change without a lot of hard work!” We believe that diligence, perseverance, a

strong desire to improve as well as a good ear and good senses of English language will help one succeed!
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