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Theoretically, learning Chinese characters individually as a
single component will be helpful to understand compound words
using that same character. This method could potentially be used
to help rapidly expand a student’s vocabulary and understanding
of the meaning of multiple compound words. However, due to the
lack of standardized material while applying this method, many
teachers have had to rely on their own knowledge or experience,
and students have encountered difficulties caused by characters
with multiple meanings in different compounds.

In teaching Chinese as a second language, it has been a proven
theory that characters which occur with high frequency should be
taught in the early stages. However, the more frequently the character
is used in various compounds, the more likely that same character will
take on more meanings. Furthermore, when the same character is
applied to a different compound, the meaning may not be as obvious as
what is originally taught. To solve these problems, we must do

thorough research on the high-frequency characters and the multiple
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meanings they can carry. The goal of this research is to perform a
thorough analysis of the relationship between the most frequently used
characters and the compounds which they form.

In linguistics, a morpheme is the smallest meaningful unit of
a language. In Chinese, the language is recorded in the form of
characters, and one character can carry more than one meaning.
Therefore, we define a character with one specific meaning as one
morpheme. We analyzed 581 morphemes relevant to 50 charac-

®, and set up an attribute data-

ters, 12083 compound word items
base of morphemes in order to analyze the relationship between
the morphemes and the words. Based on the database, we did
some research about the grammatical function, morphological
productivity, distribution in words and frequency of usage.

Based on the qualitative study and quantitative study, we try
to classify and divide the morphemes into different levels, and
meticulously arrange their studying order in certain grades of
teaching. We also add teaching method tags in the database, so

that we can apply our study results directly to teaching practice

and textbook compiling.

@ One Chinese word appears as one or more characters in written form. When a
word has multiple meanings,the same character/characters that appear in that word could
carry different meanings. Therefore we define a word with a specific meaning as a “word

item”,in order to relate it to the specific morpheme,
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