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Preface

Henan Province is located in central China and often called “Yu" for short. From the Xia Dy-
nasty (2070 BC-1600 BC) to the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), 20 dynasties have established
or moved their capitals here successively. It is one of the most important birthplaces and cradles of
the Chinese nation.South Henan refers to the cities of Nanyang, Zhumadian and Xinyang.

Historically, Nanyang was known for being one of the starting points of the ancient Silk Road.
The historical origins of many ancient stories can be found here and numerous renowned persons
were born in Yu. Over 2,000 years ago, this region became a famous center for iron smelting.

Zhumadian is one of the birthplaces of numerous Chinese family names, including the Zhou,
Cai, Jin and Jiang families. It is also the birthplace of many Chinese festivals and legends, like Pan
Gu creating the sky and the earth.

Since ancient times, Xinyang has been reputed as a fair place where outstanding people and
heroes are produced. There are many scenic spots, like Jigong Mountain. As early as 8,000 years
ago, large-scale primitive agriculture came to both banks of the Huaihe River. When emigrating to the
south, people from central China first gathered here and then moved on together, so Xinyang was
regarded as the “first hometown of emigrated Chinese people to central China.”

This book will document the regional characteristics of Southern Henan. It presents relics,
historical stories, landscapes and scenic spots in Nanyang, Zhumadian and Xinyang through
133 sketches with captions. The aim is to record the human landscapes and cultural traditions in
Southern Henan. | hope that this book helps readers to resonate with the area so as to camy on and
disseminate our splendid Chinese culture.

Zhang Kesong
November, 2014
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Wolong Hill

Located in the Wolong District in the west of Nanyang city, Wolong Hill is the place where Zhuge
Liang, an outstanding politician and strategist in the Three Kingdoms Period (220-280), lived on a farm
as arecluse. Since then it has become a place where people offer sacrifices to him.
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Shuilian Cave (Water Curtain Cave)

Located to the west of Tongbai County, Water Curtain Cave is about 20 meters above ground. Next
to a stone wall, there are stairs and iron chains for tourists to climb up into the cave, in which there is
a clay sculpture of a macaque.
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Shuilian Temple (Water Curtain Temple)

Located fo the west of Tongbai County, Water Curtain Temple was built before 1088 and became
a holy site for Buddhism in 1784. Going through the gate, there are middle halls, back halls, and sur-
rounding rooms within the yard. Poems and the calligraphy of ancient scholars and tourists inscribed
on the walls inside the temple are still discernible.




