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Abstract. It is a common sense that from the Edo Period in
17 century, Chinese Confucianism spread to the east to Japan
where it undergone localization and integrated to Japanese tradi-
tional culture. In modern Japan since the Meiji Restoration,
Confucianism met with localization and modernization at the same
time. It was treated as the representative of Japan Ethics or Ja-
pan Morality or National Moral Theory in imperial ideology that
was used to promote people’ s spirit and unite people and morali-
ty so as to protect Japan from western spirit to liberate Asia.
Confucianism encountered re-localization in Japan in this con-
text. After the war, Confucianism became bad in Japan. Schol-
ars started to introspect the localization of Confucianism while
criticizing it badly. They found that behind the localization of

Confucianism is the Japaneseness, which is the Japanese culture
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that makes the localization possible. The theory of Prototype from
Masao Maruyama in his late life explored the Japaneseness,
which is relevant to this question. However, at that time, the
process of localization of Confucianism suspended and the reason
whether Japan was getting westernized or it drew back to the Pro-
totype is not the point this article reviews. However, for China in
the process of modernization, it is certain that the localization of
all kinds of western thoughts in China is the problems of practice

and theory.

Key Words: Confucianism, the localization of Confucian-
ism in Japan, modernization, overcoming modernity, Theory of

Prototype , Japaneseness, sinicization
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