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Introduction

Summer Palace occupies a site covering 300.8 hectares located in the northwest
of the city of Beijing (Fig.1), 15 kilometers north west of the Forbidden City. The
site includes Longevity Hill, Kunming Lake, West Dyke and other islands, forming
picturesque scenery of ‘hills encircled by water’, “dyke and islands reflected in lakes.’
Summer Palace (formerly Qingyiyuan) was constructed in 1750, the 15th year of the
Qianlong Emperor’s reign; ruined in 1860, the 10th year of the Xianfeng Emperor’s
reign; reconstructed in 1886, the 12th year of the Guangxu Emperor’s reign, renamed
Summer Palace in 1888, listed as a key national conservation site of cultural heritage
in 1961, and inscribed in the World Heritage List in 1998. There are over 3500

architectural artefacts, covering almost 70,000 square meters, in Summer Palace.
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over the west lake, the green pavilions hang in front of the sun and moon™; “The water
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is so blue when the sun sets in the lake in Spring; The pavilions and sky are refleced in
the water; You seem to walk as if in a drawing when you are in the green mountains;
Two flying white birds remind one of the scenery of Jiangnan [the Southern part of the
Yangzi delta]”. These poems, written during the Yuan and Ming Dynasties, describe

the picturesque landscape of this area combining cultural and natural scenery as a
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water village.
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During the late Ming and early Qing periods, Chinese society was in chaos and there
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was continuous war. So the West Hills lost their splendour and increasingly became
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ruins. After the Kangxi Emperor restored peace to the Sanfan area, Qing society and

The Construction of Qingyiyuan ;i\‘; g fé i) g ga
S Y
FEERET R N AR
i N
g 1. Topography 2z F R @ H %U’ g} * %% [IJ:IJ
\ oM OB % B o™ R - m
Longevity Hill of Summer Palace, originally named Weng Hill or Wengshan, is one of i ’ Eﬁc H A j( Y 3F d F
the West Hills in Beijing. Kunming Lake (the former Weng Hill Lake or Wengshanpo), :F:I: fll_': 7J< ﬁ }’E JE 5%: I% E
also named West Lake, is a low-lying area between the alluvial fan of the Yongding [j]'}%‘ % ;E f% {?}_ #&: E Z
River and and the alluvial fan at the base of Nankou Hill. According to archaeological N ’ ’ _,% ?I\ (\g ﬁ {%
research findings, this water area formed and stabilized 3500 years ago. The Jin ﬁ)ﬂ 3{ — LL] g,% ]g —_ {Ei
Dynasty (1115-1234) established their capital in Beijing, then the Yuan Dynasty (1271- x 2 J H = &
1368) further established there the Yuandadu (the greatest of all capitals). In order to =y % — ZK o jzlﬂ
provide the capital with an assured water supply and ensure access by water transport, f JD: % = ' { ;l'%
003 Guo Shoujing built the Baifu Wengshan River; tapped springs on the river’s way to i —F % ng § }E’
join Wengshanpo Lake; supplied water transport through Chang River (Changhe), _,l:_,‘ (@ y 55[ N %
Taiye Lake and Tonghui River and then changed Weng Hill Lake from a natural into B S FF F i &
an artificial reservoir (Fig.2). The water level of the reservoir was controlled and 59\( + ﬁ %‘ : Eﬂ:
its construction greatly promoted cultural activities around Weng Hill Lake. “The % % ’ g %% g
fragrance floats like waves in the distance, the cloud is like fog, the rainbow strides i lJ.l ‘/I?E :H:
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economy stabilized. Kangxi began to construct imperial gardens amidst the foundations
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of the palaces and private gardens of past dynasties in the west of Beijing. From the =
&
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16th year of the reign of Kangxi to the 9th year of the reign of Qianlong (1677-1744),
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Jingyi Garden in Xiangshan (Fragrance Mountain), Changchun Garden, Jingming
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Garden in Yuquanshan (Jade Spring Mountain), and Yuanmingyuan were all constructed
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consecutively. Meanwhile, the original dyke of Weng Hill Lake was further reinforced
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Figl The Location of Summer Palace

Fig.2 River System of the Western Outskirts of Beijing in
Yuan Dynasty -

Fig.3 Relics of Foundations of Ancient Dyke Poles in
Kunming Lake

Fig.4 Weng Hill and West Lake in the Drawing of
Beijing—Hangzhou Transport (courtesy of the
Museum of Zhejiang Province)

Fig.5 Diagram of the Weng hill Area before Qingyiyuan
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supplies became increasingly difficult — “The water in the moat was not even one chi

deep (12.058 inches or 30.62 cm)™. In order to solve the water deficits in the capital and
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to the west of the capital, The Qianlong Emperor personally carried out investigations
and found that “Biyun Temple on the West Hill and the temples of Xiangshan all have

dozens of famous springs with copious water. However, these springs mainly flow
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§ to defend the low-lying Changchun Garden against flooding by the West Lake. The & 7J( ng ;g: ﬁ—?— — %’/J
| original dyke was then called the West Dyke because it was located on the west of % E %[; jg Ltt, % 2:32 S Haji
Changchun Garden. ¥ - . i E v 7 H
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The field on the east dyke of the West Lake covers thousands of hectares. Yuanjing | % E{J . %% \ 1;{-’ 5 % /Il:? [
Temple is built on the rocks at the foot of Wengshan hill. On the left side of the EP ﬂ— ﬁ %‘: e @ jt Z
13 \ 3 %{ 2L
temple are green fields below and to the right side is a lake. This is where the most Q/‘J /ZJ Tﬁa $€ I’E XK B'J
beautiful scenery around Weng hill begins. The West Lake is like a half moon % % # l}é HH g ;}g
when watched from Watching Lake Pavilion which is above the temple . {1\7: /|\ 3:_ + E‘ o Ei
i I B N ~
By combining archaeological findings (Fig.3) and in the description of Weng Hill in Fﬁ ﬂ:— s %é % &
the Drawing of Beijing-Hangzhou Transport from the Kangxi Dynasty (Fig.4), the site ’ % = ﬁ % h
5 o - /N H =
005 before the construction of Qingyiyuan can be roughly understood (Fig.5). \_: j’ﬂ L'B E % &
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2. The regulation of Mountains and Lakes &E BbE)% ; W ;EB
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At the beginning of the Qing Dynasty, the construction of gardens to the west of Beijing ﬁﬂ sy Hj %
meant that the demand for water was rising. Thus in Beijing itself access to water o @ IJ_I )
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within these temples and monasteries and they disappear after flowing out of the hill
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area. Thus the area surrounding Yuquan Hill is flat and open, so ground water wells up
from underground and forms a lake.” The extension and desiltation of West Lake were
begun in the 14th year of the reign of Qianlong (1749). At the same time, the waters

from West Hills which emerge as the West Lake, were extended and then renamed,
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Kunming Lake the next year.

The extension of West Lake can be divided into two periods. One was the extension
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of the lake and desiltation to expand the lake’s capacity during the winter of the 14th

year of the reign of Qianlong (1749). The other period covers the extension of the

I

West Lake to design gardens in the 15th year of Qianlong’s reign (1750). The good
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orientation of Weng Hill and West Lake, the open relationship between hills and rivers,
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and their reciprocal relations with different gardens in the west (Fig.6), all made a
deep impression on the Qianlong Emperor who thought “The enjoyment provided
by the Mountains and Rivers must not be forgotten.” So he took the risk of being
criticized and went back on his own words. He reconstructed Qingyiyuan according
to the principle of providing work opportunities rather than relief funds as a means of
distributing money to people. Thus, the Qianlong Emperor set the scene for a succession

of garden constructions during the first period.

First, he extended West Lake northwards to the foot of Weng Hill, and eastward to
Haoshan Garden. These extensions changed the original situation in which there was no
reciprocal relationship between the mountains and lakes. The mud from both the extension
and desiltation of the lakes was used to increase the size of Weng Hill, to alter its overall

shape and to improve the soil conditions for growing trees.

Secondly, Qianlong kept the Dragon King Temple in the original dyke by making it into
Nanhu lsland. This practice is not only a continuation of the historic context of the site,
an enrichment of the garden scenery, and filling in of the space between the mountains
and rivers, but also signalled the emperor’s conception of constructing large scale gardens

combining lakes, mountains, dykes and islands.

After the initial extension of Kunming Lake, the Qianlong Emperor ordered the court
painter, Dong Bangda, to paint Picture of West Lake (Fig.7), and the emperor wrote a

poem personally:

In the past, it was said that the West Lake was like a beauty. When her name
was heard, her beauty would be known...... I investigated Yan and Jin provinces
in February and ordered painters to stay in Beijing and paint the Hangzhou
landscape. When I came back, the drawing had been finished. It seemed that the
landscape of Hangzhou was displayed on my desk. Ten scenes were laid out from
the east to the west. Two mountains stood in the south and the north as if vying
with each other for dominance... Yuanmingyuan has rich sources of water, but no
mountains. Jingji Shanzhuang in Pan Mountain has great mountains, but no water.
I should like to visit it (Qingyiyuan) because it is close by and I always long for

its bright and beautiful lake scenery.

The poem not only highlights the emperor’s regret that neither Yuanmingyuan nor Jingji
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Fig.8 The whole scenery of West Lake in Hangzhou [photo by Zhou Tuying, from: The Documents for the
Application for West Lake to be Included in the World Heritage List]
Fig.9 The scenery of Summer Palace (Supplied by the Administrative office of Summer Palace)
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i@ Shanzhuang has both mountains and water, but also reflects Qianlong’s wish to make a ﬁu ?}
i

copy of the West Lake of Hangzhou in the nearby suburbs. The second period of extension lH: "

of the West Lake was launched after Qianlong wrote the poem. UI\IJ %

i T

= Compared with the West Lake of Hangzhou, after the first period of constructing the second % |Eﬂ

lake, there was no long dyke between the two lakes. Thus, to improve the scenery and make B N

it like Hangzhou. the Qianlong Emperor extended the dyke on the northwest of the original ?:Ef @

lake southwards so that it became the west dyke of Kunming Lake. Meanwhile, he deepened ’E I‘E‘i]

the lake and formed the island on the west side. As described in his poem: Z Z:

U

This place faces the lake and backs on to the mountain. The Kunming Lake imitates

the West Lake in Zhejiang. The Buddhist temples are like beautiful jade. The willows E

and flowers decorate the dykes of the bridges. H

009 s

Qianlong also constructed Little Xi/ing Island on the west side of Longevity Hill by copying

N

the relationship between Gu Hill and North Hill around the West Lake in Hangzhou. He kept

B

Zhichun Pavilion Island to blend with the scenery from Yuquan Hill and Yufeng Pagoda. He
extended Weng Hill lake around the western end of the former Wen Hill to the back making
a series of rivers and lakes so as to form a backdrop reflecting Longevity Hill from all sides.
Through a succession of major landscape changes, scenery was formed of “Open hills
encircled by elegant rivers; scenes more beautiful than Penglai [Realm of the immortals]”.
(Fig. 8, Fig.9).

3. The Construction of Architecture

( After the formation of hills and lakes, how can there be no pavilions and terraces? )

To celebrate the 60th birthday of his mother, Empress Dowager Chongqing, the

JSERNEIDKEE (EN-xEHE I RS ZIE |

Qianlong Emperor constructed the Buddhist temple complex called the Great Temple of

Gratitude and Longevity (Da baoen yanshou si) on the original site of Yuanjing Temple

B
TN
=B

in Weng Hill. “Weng Hill” was renamed “Longevity Hill.” Through these activities, the

hill was transformed into an ideal Buddhist site, conveying the emperor’s wish to pray

i
WD SIEHETIAHHNHEE g SR

for his mother to live longer and having good fortune. These temples included: Cifu

Hall, Luohan Hall, Zhuanlunzang, Xumilingjing, Yunhui Temple, Shanxian Temple, [,‘/L

H

the Hall of the Five Sages, Huacheng Pavilion, Tanhua Pavilion, and others. Other

i

architecture serving to aesthetically enhance the beautiful landscape of lakes and hills

il

was also initiated according to the detailed requirements and orders of the Emperor

=X

=

=

S
1

!
7

AN
7/

B ot

&

7

(il

FEF [ MREEXRX

BEE T e
EMIEEES | NS RS HEENE (SN ERMIE ST SIS

G DFHITRG A (M) HES | FRIE RS
(i 257 TR S el LR o e PH - AT

BEMSR SFOENHESTESERE R BECRHIRSE o

o 4l
N

e,

o

- NI CHERE BJEXE

ol

WEEE | - T+ =T
HREE HE N A DT R T RE

m

2

B [ RS | SIS IHE S Skl
N

(=H , =H)

b S TN Sl Ol S S o

N
F

=

SFHEEERIT | [Eatst ] FRE TE ] 385 bt

B

3P 33 S0 sE

¢

@
EEw

b

ey

o

B ESE CENR HNE SR ERIEN tRE SRS HAXE

T

=)

=

T | ek - CEINES I RS AT RN

ERIEDBEERTXERN NEFRIESZWE .8

SEELATINCT o AR

[ B O -+

SFEEFOHUCREHE HRIFES

SHNBNL SR

N

o S i e

4/

I SEENYSHER IS mES | (H151) &

HREE R RUTRE el
MTESE .. S8

~

oS
-
=
=
M
7



