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Professor Zhang Anzhi

was born in 1911 in the city of Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province. He studied under the guidance of the well-konwn
Professor Xu Beihong in the Arts Department of the National Central University in Nanjing, and became an assistant
in the Department after graduation. In 1936, Mr.Zhang was called to Guilin by Professor Xu to prepare for the
establishment of Guilin Fine Arts College. He was appointed Director of the Fine Arts Section of Guangxi Provincial
Arts Institute, and in 1943, the associate researcher of the Chinese Institute of Fine Arts in Chongging. He held
oneman exhibitions successively in Guilin, Guiyang, Chongging and Chengdu.

In 1946, he was sent by the Institute to England for art survey and research work. During the years of 1946 to 1949,
he gave public lectures at the Courtauld Institute of London University, on Chinese painting and calligraphy and also
in 16 other cities, such as Cornwall, Stives, Fowey, as arranged by the British Council, British Arts Council and
London's China Institute. His oneman art exhibition was held in London’s China Institute, Graves Art Gallery of
Sheffield, Belfast Art Gallery,County Borough of Derby Museum and Art Gallery, galleriesin Oxford, Cambridge,
etc. The then Chinese ambassador Zheng Tianxi used to open the exhibitions and gave talks.Some of Mr. Zhang's
paintings were respectively collected by the art galleries and museums.

Since his return to China in 1950, he taught as associate professor at Beijing Normal University, became vice-
director of Fine Arts Department in Beijing Arts College and vice-chairman of Chinese Painting Department in the
Central Academy of Fine Arts, and in recent years, professor of the Academy and Tutor to PH.D. students.

In 1982~1983, Professor Zhang was invited by the CCNY Artist-in residence program, the first of its kind among
academic institutions in the United States. In March 1983, his personal art show, sponsored by the Graduate Center
of City College of New York University, was held in New York. ‘

Mayor Koch of New York City gave a speech on the show in which he praised Professor Zhang as a creative genius.
During that time Professor Zhang also gave lectures on various topics of art at the University of Columbia, Parson's
Art Design Institute, University of Berkeley, Stanford University, University of South California.

Returning from abroad in 1983, he was again invited to Guilin (1983), Nanjing (1984), Beijing(1987) and Guangzhou
(1989) to give exhibitions, and his works were collected by museums, art galleries and art research institutions.

In his long artistic life, Professor Zhang visited many famous mountains, rivers and lakes, and in this way his
knowledge was enriched, his breadth of vision and creative talentenlarged. Professor Zhang is also proficient in
calligraphy. Since he has learned art in both schools of Chinese traditional painting and Western painting, his works
often reflect the combination of the sound Chinese tradition and the spirit of modern painting. Professor Zhang is a
poet as well, his collection of poems, entitled Ode to River Li, has been published. He is a professor of art for 60 and
more years. He has taught numerous students, now scattered all over China. He has likewise taught over-sea students
who, are interested in Chinese art, had come to China to study.

Professor Zhang is a scholar well-known in China and abroad. He is the chief editor of The Complete Works of
Chinese Fine Arts: Painting (vol.1); the chief editor and a standing member of the Publishing Committee of The
Complete Works of Classified Chinese Fine Arts(400 vols.); the counsellor and chief editor of the editorial commit-
tee of Teaching Materials of The History of Fine Arts for Normal Universities, under the Ministry of Education.
More than ten research works of Professor Zhang's were published, including researches on Chinese Classical Paint-
ing , on later Chinese painting and painting in general: study of Li Gonglin, The Painting of Nightly Banquet by Hah
Xizai, On the River in"Ching Ming" Festival, The Chinese Painting and Art Theories, etc, Professor Zhang is cel-
ebrated for uprightness and fairmindedness all his life, particularly well-known in his advanced age. According to
Chinese traditional view, a great painter should be characterized by great learning, excellent personality and artistic
spirit, Professor Zhang is exactly a great example of these 3 valuable traits.
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