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How Your Vocabularies Grow

1  You have four different kinds of vocabularies. One is your speaking vocabulary, the
words you use in everyday talk at home or at work. Another is your writing vocabulary,
the words you use in notes, letters, reports, or any other kind of writing you do. It is
somewhat larger because you have time to stop and find the right word. Your listening
vocabulary is still larger. It consists of words that you understand, more or less, when you
hear them. Many of these words you would never use in speaking or writing.

2 Your reading vocabulary is the largest. It consists of all the words you recognize when
you see them. You may not know the exact meaning of all of them. You may not know
how to pronounce some of them, but you have an idea of what they mean.

3 A vocabulary, then, consists of words and meanings. As your vocabularies grow, two
things happen:
(1) You add new words.
(2) You add new meanings to familiar words.

4  Your vocabularies don’t stand still. They continue to grow as long as you have new
experiences. You meet new words in your studies, in newspapers, and on radio and TV
programs. Of course, you have to do more than just meet them.

S You can get wet without any effort just by standing in the rain. The rain does all the
work. But to improve your vocabularies, you do have to make an effort. Just what do you
have to do?

6  You might take some authority’s list of important words and try to learn a meaning for
ten new words a day. This is not a very good method. For one thing, most words have
more than one meaning; for another, the normal rate of human forgetting is very high. By
the end of a week, the words and meanings of the first day would be fading. Within ten
months you would have forgotten most of what you had memorized.

7  You learn about words through repeated experience with them. You acquire meanings
gradually. The first time you meet a word, you figure out what seems to be its meaning.
The second time, you get a bit more meaning, and this goes on until you can use the word
yourself with confidence. Then, suddenly, the word appears with a different meaning, and
you start over again. You don’t throw away the old meaning; you add the new meaning to
it.

8  You never get all of a word’s meanings at any one time, simply because a word can have

P I o



only one meaning in a particular sentence. Let’s see how this works.

9 A few years ago, baseball rules were changed so that a player could be sent in to bat for
a weak hitter without removing that player from the game. Each team was allowed to carry

a set number of players whose only job was to bat. They were called designated batters .

10 Now you know something about a designated batter. He can take a turn at bat and

walk back to the bench without having to field, pitch, or catch when his team goes back

onto the field. But what about the word designated? Read through these sentences:

(1) The old house was designated as an historic building.

(2)Mr Renaldo has been designated as the mayor’s representative in Washington.

(3)Every day three ferry boats meet at a designated spot on the river.

(4)Three of the worn-out buses were designated to be junked.

11  With a little effort you can figure out that designated means “marked, named, or

specified. ”Your meaning for the word becomes surer each time you see it.

12  What is the effort, then, that you must make to improve vocabularies? It is very

simple: you have to give your attention to new words and new meanings and try to figure

out what they refer to.

1. vocabulary

2
3
4.
5.

6. exact

everyday
somewhat
consist
recognize

7. experience
8. program
9. course

10. effort

11. improve

12. authority
21 A 2 e et

[ vo'keebjulari ]

['evridei ]
['samwot ]

[ kon'sist ]
['rekognaiz]

[ig'zaekt |

[iks'pieriens]

["prougreem]

[kos]

['efat]
[im'pru:v]

[ o:'Boriti ]

n.

adj.
adv.

adj.

3

words; all the words known to a particular
person; a list of words 173 ; H]IC & ; 1A
LFE

common, usual H &, , 2@ 1K)
rather, to some degree 4 &, RS

be made up of H---- 4 ; B HI R
know again(sb. or sth. one has met
before) ;admit A, AR, &N, TAR]
correct and without mistakes ¥,
IEFRE IR
&, &0 BRZ K%

TH ;R B R HENERF

continuous movement in space or time; a
set of lessons on one subject 1372 , H 2 ;
R, BE

the use of strength; trying hard with mind
or body ¥ J1; R 7]

make better; get better {ﬁﬁﬁ? &
it AR R AT
ARBRONND, SR, Eh: N8, &



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

*18.

19.

20.

Z1.
22,

23.

24.
*25.
2.

*27.

* 28.
29,
30.
31.

list

method
normal
rate

fade

memorize

acquire

figure

confidence
appear

particular

baseball
hitter
remove

designate

batter
pitch
onto
historic

[1ist ]

[ 'me6ad ]

[ 'nommal |

[ reit ]

[ feid]

[ 'memoraiz |

[o'kwais]

[ 'fizge]

[ 'konfidens ]
[o'pis]

[ po'tikjule]

[ 'beisbo:l ]
['hita]
[ri'muv]

[ 'dezigneit ]

[ 'beete]

[ pitf]

[ 'antu]

[ his'torik ]

prep.
adj.

K, EE

a set of names (of persons, items,

things, etc. ) writtenone after the other

L, Hx,—WE

make a list of; put on list 8-+ FI &,

- gRA B 3R 512

way or manner (of doing sth. ) ¥, 7p

&%

according to what is expected, usual, or

average IE# Y, IEFLAY , 3B # Y

B R, R FR

go slowly out of view, hearing or the

memory; lose strength, color, freshness,

etc. JHMl, WrdiiH T 4B €0, A%, 55

learn and remember on purpose it , B

2

gain by skill or ability, by one’s own

efforts or behaviour (FHE A, 8811, B N1

AT N ) 3K, 15 5

sign for a number; person, esp. his

influence; (7 ; AY)

(out) find an answer or understand by

thinking; work out A8 i , 77 1% , Bif# ; &

belief in one’s ability 50>, B {5

come into view; become visible; seem

2R, BT UF . HR

peculiar or special; distinct from others 4%

A, FFARE) , R E R

¥Rk gl , HEEK; 22K

a person who hits &7 F;3T#

take away (from a place); get rid of; to

dismiss 3l , W I ; B 48 ------RHR, FF

point out or call by a special name; to

appoint (for special work) 8§ BH , #57~ ; R

W AR, $5 IR

(BEEREM)) kT

throw (a ball, etc) ;¥ (Bk)%

to a position or point on E|-«--- t

famous in history; associated with past
. 3 Ly



time i L EAZK;BEREEXH

32. mayor [mea] n. the head of a city i
33. representative[ irepri'zentstiv] n. one who has power to act for another or
others fR3E; FREA , AR
% 34. ferry [ 'feri] n. a boat that goes across a river or any

other narrow stretch of water, carrying
people and things JEAR ; ¥ O

35. spot [spot] n. a particular place or area Hi s ; 3T
36. worn-out ['wom'aut ] adj. becoming useless or worthless as the

result of use FSRH, ZEREAT , AREF FHAY

(when attributive[ 'womaut ])

*37. junk [dzank] V. get rid of as worthless 8-+« (C4{EEKY)

XD

38. mark [ mak] V. put or leave a mark on; show; to give a
mark of quality ili2 5 F;¥r i, T8 ; IF
4,415

39. specify [ 'spesifai] V. state or name definitely; mention exactly

| 5 5E s TR
40. refer [ri'fa:] V. mention, speak about; look at for

information; concern $22; &0, 2% &

REISISISCI S NS Rl T

1. consist of
2. more or less

3. at work
4. give(pay)attention to
5. figure out

6. refer to

7. have an idea of

be made up of F+---+- HR 3]

almost, nearly; about, not exactly 24 % ; K4, L), L/
AR

functioning; working FEEVEMA ; FETIE, fUF

give thoughts, or care to; take notice of R , B>, K0

find an answer or understand by thinking; work out 48 , FiF,

PR E

mention; look at for information; concern £ , &M, &#; 5

know about HIi& , T fi#t

1. Washington [ 'wofigten ] 46 BRI M 5 42 BR 45 7 (#L4E Washington D. C. the

capital of the U. S. A. );#B&4H, (the first president
ofthe U. S. A. )

2. Renaldo [ 'rimoldou] B Y% (male name)

_4_



1. have
1) ot. il 85080 8%

People have different tastes. NER it
I want to have a cup of tea. RAEELS.
We usually have breakfast at 7. RITEE L AR,

I hope that you will have a good time (holiday).
T BRI PR (E A RARBIEB H ) o
He didn’t come because he had a cold (headache, toothache, stomach trouble,

fever).

f R 2R AR E T CRE, R, B, K% .
2) have sth. (sb. ) +pp. ikEBIAZG--- g [ - ee e #
When did you have your hair cut?
PRt A B B A& 7
He has had the ferry boat repaired.
R NI ERBLF T .
3) have sb. dosth. MY (f#)FEAMESE
Have your son memorize the vocabulary.
iHRILFRGE TR FR
I would like to have you meet my boss.
FARLEAR AR A9 _E =] W LT .
4) have sb. (sth. )+ v—ing RAWF,Z%
I won’t have you saying such things about my friends.
BRAEVRHE A A A X5

I won’t have my students talking in class.

RAREAVF A EIREIR
5) have F153hiA[RJE R A FER , F T 5% FAHEYS N R E X
have a rest KE—TF
have a dream A%
have a try A—ik
have a look E—&
have a joke FAIE
have a drink ng—#HR

6) have sth. (sb. )+adj. or adv. HFEAFIFL, FEYLTELAESRE

Have the windows open.
LHFIER,
You must have your book back tomorrow.

R R A FHEARA 5 Z [E1 5K



7) have to do  ANIEA, I
She had to hang up.
AT AN EE W
You have only to press the button and you’ll watch the TV programs.
PRRER—THMAMATERRATH T .
8) have sth. (nothing, much, little)to do with
S BRRRER, BAER, BEAKLR); Gorrr TR
Success has much to do with one’s efforts.
B E5— AT HERKEKR.
Electricians have something to do with electricity every day.
BT RRXS5HITZE,
. all
1) adj. 28, ZN 0, —U8, AR
He devoted all his life to the people’s cause.
i —A# RS T AR,
He did some washing all the morning.
floie THE— 5,
2) pron. —Y, 2%, KK, &Kk
All of the students went there for holidays.
EELEEIRILERT .
That is all I want.
XHARBZEN 2T,
3) adv. SE&HL; T4
I'm all for this suggestion.
R 2REXITED.
We all have money with us.
AT EF Ko
It was not all covered with snow.
BEERSRE,
E:  all M both fERIF AR A FALENFE . HEEELR=AHAFEMNHAMLE,
4) all 20 B L5 A s
(1) inall &It, &1t
There are 35 students in all in this class.
XAPEEILH 35 B4,
(2) after all HeE ;45
They decided not to take the exam after all.
NI REERIREASINFIRT o
You are specialized in chemistry after all.
RETRRET LR
(3) all at once  ZRHR, K F-E B ; [RIATER
-t 6 o



They met with so many difficulties all at once that they really did not know what to do.
MAIRARBEX AL FMEELAFIEE LRI T o

Don’t use them up all at once; save some for later.
AE-TFHAR, B—2LUs .

(4) not at all FIFSWAER, —mBA

Thank you! Not at all. R AES.
I’'m not tired at all. R—mhAE,
3. both
1) adj. W,
Both his brothers do not smoke. ( =Both of his brothers ***)
L BT REA SL2E HF A ERI A
There are fruit trees on both sides of the road.
BEPISSEA R o
2) pron. WA,
Both are right. XX o
I want both of them. X PNRAE,

3) adv. PENER;EE---- W oevenns
This new kind of product is both good and cheap.
X AHT = BRI X,
We both go to work on foot.
AP ER AT L3
i : (1) all of #1 both of (2% half) 54117 of Z J5 4 1R LA —BR & 17 (1A,
Y R, AR5 , /018 of AT LA B, Tt 2R all the morning, all his life £
BE;H of HUEHT, e ial ] LI . Bn:
Both of the children have been to Greece.
KFA BT RE LA
7] Lt Both the children/Both children have been to Greece.
I have read all of the books you lent me.
BB E AR BEBETE T .
#A] LA} 1 have read all the books you lent me. BY I have read all books you lent
me. {EART[ all of books BY both of children.
(2) all of + pron. F1 both of + pron. G54, A0]4E % of,
N : AA] Y4 1 want both them,
4. kind

1) n. Fh,28
She was not used to that kind of treatment.
A I BARFPFFIA
They are not of the same kind.

ENARRRZ.



He bought all kinds of things for the house.
AR EET KSR, -
2) adj. FEYVIN; AR {CRER
He came in with a kind smile.
& BRI RAFERT o
Though he holds a high position, he is kind to us.
i EBAR B B R AL, BXRATAE AT 3%
It is very kind of you.
WKIFT o
It is very kind of you to give me a lot of important help.
EHEBRIRARITFZEEZNT .
Will you be kind enough to shut the door?
FHEIIR B
Will you be so kind as to pass me that book?
RREAR A 5B A AT ?
¥ :(1)7F a(this, the best)kind of f3#E sort of, type of &4 ,41 18] of Z /G HHEH
24 A F A o
(2)few kinds of vocabulary ¥ these kinds of pen FHJ vocabulary #l pen 7] Fi &
.
(3)all kind of---E%, all kinds of--#XT, EE B EEERN

The five basic patterns(/%!)of English sentences
Grammarians(1&# 22 %% ) divided English sentences into many kinds in various ways.
We can simplify them into five basic forms according to their predicates(#§1& ). They are
practical for Chinese learners. Each pattern should be learned by heart in these orders:
1. the affirmative (FER) form of the statement(FiRH]);
2. the negative(E E K )form of the statement;
3. the general question;
4. the short answers:
A. the affirmative;
B. the negative.
Note:
In short answers, the subject is usually a pronoun instead of a noun.
Pattern [ : Be (as a link-verb & & Zhifd )

1. Aff. S. + be + predicative (FTiF).
2. Neg. S. + be not + predicative.
3. G. Q. Be + S. =7

4. Ans. A. Aff. Yes, S. + be.
—p— 8 P



