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Unit One

A good pronunciation means:(1) to pronounce correctly all the
speech sounds of the language and all the combinations in the proper
order not only in isolated words, but also in sentences; 2 to
pronounce sentences fluently at the speed required by the situation,
with correct stress, linking of sounds, rhythm, pauses and intona-

tion.

Part One Pronunciation Differentiation

Pronunciation is important when you speak English. If you don’t
have good pronunciation, even if you use correct grammar, people

may simply not understand what you want to say.
[ . Alphabet Pronunciation

The alphabet is the set of 26 letters that we use to represent
English in writing.

Below is the pronunciation of the 26 letters. This is just for how
we say the “name” of each letter. When we use the letters in words,

they often have a different sound.

Learn to Pronounce
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W E R TR,
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Alphabet Pronunciation

A B C
[er] [ siz]
H I J
[ar] [ dzer]
R S
[es]

Z

D E
[ix]
|

[el]

F

[ bir] [dir] [ef]

K M

[ ker] [em]

[ert[]
Q

[kju:]

T
[ tiz]

v

[a:(r)] [ juz] [ vir]

X Y

[eks] [ war | [ zed]

[en]

G

[ d3iz ]

N 0 P

[ou] [ pi:]

W

[ 'dablju: ]
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II . Phonemics

This phonemic chart uses symbols from the International Phonetic EEN0E
Alphabet (IPA). The symbols on this chart represent the 44 sounds E %
used in British English speech.

monophthongs Phonemic
ks I U u: voloéd
2] sheep ship good shoot unvoiced
m . - -
b e | ol b0
Z | bed | teacher | bird door
e A a: D
cat up far on i .
iR a8 WX g
g pea boat tea dog cheese June car go
g f Woody oy B o8 ik 1@ o 3
:..6 LBy video think this see Zo0 shall television |
i | .
m i n n h I F W
| _man now sing hat love red wet yes

I. Vowels and Consonants TLH

A vowel is defined as a voiced sound in forming which the air
issues in a continuous stream through the pharynx and mouth, there % TR

being no obstruction and no narrowing such as would cause audible
friction. Vowel sounds are differentiated principally by two factors,
the position of the tongue in the mouth and the shape of the lips.

To provide a referential frame of general validity, independent
of the vowel sounds of any particular language, either vowel sounds,

articulated at fixed position of the tongue and lips, transcribed as

follows :
Short Vowels;
[&] bag cat hat map [e] pen bed ten hen
[1] big pig sit hill [p] box hot dog frog

[A] but mum bus mug

Long Vowels.

[az] [22] .[ar] [#] [wuz]

BELES ; 7] T LK)
X5

S AR

KR
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Diphthongs ;
ler] [ar] [ or] [1a] [ea] [va] [ou] [au]

Consonants are all the non-vowel sounds, a, e, i, o, u and some-
times y are not consonants. In consonants, the two most important
components are the place of articulation and the manner of articula-
tion.

Consonants are categorized as follows;

Voiceless Consonants :

[p] pig skip purple [t] tea ten tiger
[k] kite book skip [f] floor fat wolf
[6] three teeth thin [s] six skate bus
[ts] meets cats its [J] fish cash chef
[tf] teach watch peach [tr] try train trash
Voiced Consonants .

[b] bus big bag [d] dog red dad
[g] girl frog golf [v] van five seven
[d] mother brother feather [z] zoo zero zebra
[dz] [3] [d3] [dr]

Others:

[m] [n] [p] [1] [r] [h] [w] [j]
Part Two Intonation

Apart from pronunciation, intonation is another key factor to
speak English, which makes you have a native accent.

Intonation, or speech melody, refers to the rise and fall of the
pitch of the voice in speech; it has intimate ties to facial expression
and bodily gesture, and conveys, underneath it all, and attitudes
emotions. It is how we say things, rather than what we say. Without
intonation, it’s impossible to understand the expressions and thoughts
that go with words.

Generally, intonation has four functions: semantic function;
attitudinal function; grammatical function and accentual function.

Broadly speaking, we can classify all the English intonation
patterns under two types. Both types normally begin with the first
stressed syllable fairly high, and fall step-wise from stress to stress un-

til the last meaningful stress is reached. Different pitches may indicate

Bt s BEH
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i
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BRI s 153K 5 IR

=98]
ALY ; 5P

CRCEE 2
£




English Speech and Oratorical Skills

Eikmk S0 A
different meanings for the same utterance. Different pitches help us
express our feelings: happiness, sadness, surprise, annoyance, anger,
and so on. In listening to the meaning of an utterance, therefore, we
listen to how speakers talk as well as what they say. The HOW and
WHAT together give us the meaning of an English utterance.

When the patterns go together, they can make a falling-rising tone.

(1) Is 7John in?

—No, John’s “ynot in.

(2) Is /John in?

—No, “John’s ot in.

“Is John in?” has rising intonation. The pitch of the voice goes up
at the end of the utterance. The speaker is asking a question. “No,
John’s not in” in (1) has falling intonation. The pitch of the voice goes
down at the end of the utterance. The speaker is answering a question.
“No, John’s not in” in (2) has falling-rising intonation. The pitch of
the voice goes down first and then goes up at the end of the utterance.
The speaker is answering a question with implication, such as: John’s

not in, but his wife/sister/brother is.

Part Three Stress

I. Word Stress

Word stress refers to the emphasis of one syllable in a word over
another, or others, referring to the placement of emphasis within a word
that has more than one syllable. Tt is the stress on a syllable inside a
word. In English, we do not say each syllable with the same force or
strength. In one word, we accentuate one syllable. We say one syllable
very loudly and all the other syllables very quietly. Stressed syllables in
English are usually longer, louder and higher in pitch.

There are two very important rules about word stress

(1) One word, one stress. ( One word cannot have two stresses.
So if you hear two stresses, you have heard two words, not one word. )

(2) The stress is always on a vowel.

IT . Sentence Stress

Pt i s , 4] 5
P&

i

X

SR A

Sentence stress is the placement of emphasis on specific words, such as nouns, verbs and

o &
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adjectives within a sentence or phrase, it is what gives English its rhythm
or “beat”. With sentence stress, some words in a sentence are stressed
and other words are weak. In an English utterance, stressed words give
information to the listener and unstressed words join -the information
words together.

There are three basic rules about sentence stress:

(1) Content words are stressed.

(2) Structure words are unstressed.

(3) The time between stressed words is always the same.

Part Four Liaison ( Linking Words)

Native English speakers don’t separate all their words in their
speech; in fact, they join them together whenever possible. This is
called linking or liaison.

When we say a sentence in English, we join or “link” words to
each other. Because of this linking, the words in a sentence do not
always sound the same as when we say them individually.

There are two basic types of linking:

(1) Linking consonant to vowel.

When a word ends in a consonant sound, we often move the conso-
nant sound to the beginning of the next word if it starts with a vowel
sound.

(2) Linking vowel to vowel.

When one word ends with a vowel sound and the next word begins

with a vowel sound, we link the words with a sort of W or Y sound.

Tips

1.0ne word, one stress.
2.The stress is always on a vowel.
3.Content words and structure words are stressed.

i)
45tin)

5353t

4.The time between stressed words is always the same.
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Notes

. required by: 3 E4EEE, HEEE,
. what you want to say: 44 18]PE M\ A], FITERE
. alphabet : FE N FR R G , AR BNF ],
. the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) : EFR&E#5.
. there being no. . . : Jl3. FHEEEH) , HVERERIE .
. the manner of articulation ; &3 J7 ¥
7. content words : 218] , #8185 & A LR E L AYIEIE . SLIR) BB B 7T ) F ALY
M fL & 2R 3R] B 2R oA R R AR SR
8. structure words: HEi], #HI&A TEHAENC L, BHA HEE XS EEE LA,

AN W AW =

Exercises

. Answer the following questions.

. What a good pronunciation means?

. Why should we have a good pronunciation?

. How many kinds is English sound generally divided into? And what are they?
. What does intonation refer to?

. How important is intonation?

. How many types is English intonation classified into?

. What does word stress refer to?

. What is sentence stress?

O 00 N9 O Lt A W N = =~

. What is liaison?
10. What are the two types of linking?
II. Read the following.
1. Pay special attention to the two words with similar vowel sound.
(1) Hi, Mary. I'd like you to meet (Jones, James), my roommate.
(2) Do you see the white (horse, house) near the tree?
(3) Can you tell me where your (pain, pen) is?
(4) We are all waiting for the (boss, bus).
(5) 1 enjoy (working, walking) in the garden.
(6) Pass me the (soup, soap) please.
(7) Jack’s father (owns, earns) a lot of money.
(8) He told me to (look, lock) it up before I left.
(9) Have you got the (meal, mail) ready?
(10) Go and pick up the (books, box).
2. Pay special attention to the two words with similar consonant sounds.
(1) He began to lose (faith, face) after the incident.
i
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(2) See the (clouds, crowds) over there?

(3) It’s a (right, light) apartment at the top of the building.

(4) Betty took away the (sheet, seat) and cleaned it.

(5) He has made a (fast, vast) amount of money.

(6) When do you want to (try, dry) it again?

(7) Tell me whether you can (write, ride) well.

(8) I don’t want to (collect, correct) the papers until tomorrow.
(9) He’s excited because he’s received a lot of (carts, cards).
(10) I didn’t know Bill was a (sick, thick) man until I met him.
3. Pay special attention to the intonation you use in reading.

(1) He wanted to sell it and buy a better one.

(2) He attempted to sell it for a long time.

(3) He was not successful.

(4) He decided to solve the problem by using a real estate agent.
(5) The agent advertised the house promptly.

(6) The owner saw a very attractive photograph of the house.

(7) He saw a wonderful description of its gardens.

(8) He saw the advertisement in an expensive magazine.

(9) He read through the advertisement.

(10) It’s exactly the kind of house I’ve wanted to live in all my life.
4. Pay attention to the division of the intonation groups.

It’s 'Saturday afternoon. There’s a 'knock at the .door. Our neighbors, 'Mr. and 'Mrs.

» White have ar ‘rived. The 'maid 'opens the ,door and 'lets them ‘in. She 'shuts the door, and
'shows them into the ,lounge. We ,greet them, 'shake ,hands with them, and 'ask them to !'sit

. down.

A few minutes later we 'hear a 'ring at the ‘door. It’s 'Betty ‘Smith, my 'wife’s ‘niece.

She’s 'just ar'rived form the . country, and she’s 'going to “stayed with us over the 'week \ end.

She 'kisses her ,aunt, who intro'duces her to the ,Whites, and we 'all sit down.

The 'ladies 'talk about the ‘weather and the 'latest . fashions. We men dis'cuss,politics,
,business and the 'latest ‘new. “Presently the 'maid brings 'in the ‘tea on a ‘trolley: a 'pot of
Jtea, 'cups and saucers, 'hot ,water, a 'jug of ,milk, and sugar; 'also,sandwiches, 'bread and
,butter, ,jam and  cakes. My 'wife 'pours out the ‘tea. 'l hand it ‘round. My 'niece 'passes

round the 'sandwiches and  cakes. We 'all en'joy the 'tea very ‘much.
5. Mark the stress in each word.
(1) become (2) expect (3)discover (4) national
(5) active (6) silent (7) automatic (8) hospital
o
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(9) apartment (10) Italy (11) window (12) success

(13) magazine (14) Chinese (15) thirteen

6. Stress each bolded word. Then match each stressed sentence with its corresponding mean-
ing below.

(1) I said she might consider a new haircut.  ( )

(2) I said she might consider a new haircut.  ( )

(3) I said she might consider a new haircut.  ( )

(4) 1 said she might consider a new haircut.

(
(5) I said she might consider a new haircut.  (
(6) I said she might consider a new haircut.  (

(

ot W Sop N2

(7) 1 said she might consider a new haircut.
a. Not just a repeat of her usual haircut.

b. It’s a possibility.

c. It was my idea.

d. If she wants something new, changing her haircut might be nice.
e. Don’t you understand me?

f. Not some other person; only she.

g. She should think it over. It’s a good idea.

7. Mark the linking parts.

(1) come on (2) half a year (3) ten o’clock

(4) sold out (5) stand up (6) keep on

(7) there are (8) for ever (9) all of us

(10) take it off (11) made up of (12) once in a while
(13) not at all (14) half an hour (15) first of all

8. Mark the linking parts.

(1) Two pounds of potatoes, one pint of oil, what else do you want?
(2) Rock and roll started to be popular in the 1950s.

(3) Did you know a lot about your company?

(4) Did you know that a good deed erases a bad one?

(5) Cheer up—you have to help yourself out.

(6) Give him an inch and he’ll take a yard.

(7) Green grass is seen in most parts of our city.

(8) Little is known about the general’s life.

(9) Where there is a will, there is a way.

(10) We put up quite a lot of money.
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[ll. Fill in the boxes.
1.

(English sound

2.
key factors to
speak good
<k
four functions
of intonation
4.

two types of
linking

[V. Fill in the blanks using the expressions in the box.

Llink with apart from have ties to refer to be transcribed as rather than be defined as

1. Productivity output per hour of work.
2. The English word “little” may broadly using the IPA ['hd].
3. my immediate family, all of my relatives are in Libya.
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4. His statement

people in general, not to anyone in particular.

5. The shooter who was arrested the bombing in Oslo.

0 Ty Ul 0
0 NN NN 0 NN

. 10 -

6. Enter their world and stand beside them, in opposition.
7. The bridge the island the mainland.

N\‘//"l'l' n‘ 'l'l‘l'll . 'l' - "l'l"l"’k'l'l'l‘lll'l' 'I‘ & 'l'l'lll’l'l'l‘/z
e .-
s PROVERB §
9
If you have tried to do something and you failed, you are better off than if you tried to do 3
< nothing and succeeded. ¢
A ;
1. Put this proverb into your own words. What does it mean to say if you tried to do noth- §
% ing and succeeded? FA
2. Do you agree with this proverb? Is it sometimes better not to try than to try and fail?




