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PREFACE

Blocks Shaping - City DNA

Obsessed with a city, we always indulge in its streets and lanes,
crushing on the events there, the people we meet there, its image
and scent and its hilarity and peace. Where does the complicated
and unspeakable charming of these blocks —Venice Square, New
York Time Square, Avenue des Champs Elysees and Seine River,
Ginza and even in the Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival actually

come from?

Obviously, a charming block can’t come into being depending
only on one business, or the government’s guidance, or residents’
spontaneous behavior. It exists among the city veins like the complex

properties of DNA,.

As it begins to become extroverted from being a “space container”
and also be a carrier defining streets and even the space image of a
city, “architecture” is given a broad meaning. When the diversity of
the needs of local residents’ daily life and temporary visits comes to
some extend and becomes more complicated, the inner space and
outer space of a building will become one at certain level. Thus, a
lively block comes into being. Here, the city context, the functions
of projects and people’s behaviors integrate with each other. Every
great and orthodox theories about architecture and city planning is
tested in blocks by people’s physical and psychological criteria.

Experience and interaction are topics of the age today and blocks
are just the most suitable space carriers for them. Regardless of
the shared spaces, indoor pedestrian streets, half outdoor gray
spaces that architects are keening on, or the setback restriction, the
index of height, density and plot ratio that the planning department
sets up; or the streets that art youth are crushing on, all of them
actually are pursuing a kind of space that suits people' purpose and
communication. In the book Great Street written by Alan jacob, it
says that—“The best are as joyful as they are utilitarian. They are
entertaining and they are open to all. They permit anonymity as well
as individual recognition. They are symbols of a community and of its
history; they represent a public memory. They are places for escape
and for romance, places to act and to dream.”

Then how should we realize it in design? For planning, its

fundamental meaning shouldn’t lie in the using of different kinds of
index and colorful lines, but is the planning of people’s behaviors

and corresponding carriers: squares, buildings or parks; high or
low; sparse or dense, making the city lively. As for building, its
fundamental meaning also shouldn’t just lie in the design drawing.
The comprehensive and high level thoughts which interact with
the city space should be involved in the design to produce desired
buildings with smooth forcades, different view angles, distinct

spaces and pleasure.

As an architectural firm committed to combine concepts with
practical results interactively, LOA, in all projects that it has, tries
to take city spaces into consideration and make people resonate to
it. The designs and practice of the Song of Yangtze River in Wuhu
and the North Gate Street in Yiwu are the examples of this idea.
For “HOPSCA,HOTEL,OFFICE,PARK,SHOPPINGMALL,CONVENTIO
N,APARTMENT”, we will not have a discussion about whether it is
made by business operations or by government for the moment. As
architects— important participants in city shaping, we see that many
factors such as city, society, industry and people as individuals are
all involved in the constructure design. Can such designs bring us

back to the origin of architecture?

We hope that our planting of interfaces and spaces may give
users and owners’ happiness, interaction and even thought. The
expression of form is not our goal, but just a method. Interfaces full
of tension will lead new experiences about spaces; the taste of the
random forms, the co-existence of strange and familiarity all hope to
evoke the nature of building in outerspace—the feature of focusing
on the expression of emphasized interspace has changed and has
been extended with the changing times, and the outer forms of
buildings are also shaping the block spaces. The exterior features
of buildings are not just confined in the expression of construction
details and the sense of beauty of materials, only the attention and
the expression to experience and interaction may convey the new
meanings that building forcades and the overall designs carry.

The design of an individual building should be done with a new
concept and pay more attention to the city. "HOPSCA"design desires
width and depth, which will make it a DNA mark of the city with
distinct features and flourishing vitality.
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PREFACE

A New Challenge for Mixed-Use
Development in the 21st Century

As an architect, our mission is to create a city which places
better planning and living space ahead of stylistic choices.

By 2050, it is estimated that approximately 6.2 billion people
will live in urban areas. This staggering figure will undoubtedly
trigger a series of problems and challenges for any cities,
especially the ones in developing countries. China's Premier
Li Kequiang mentioned in a 2013 speech that “another 20
per cent of China’s population will make its way towards the

closest urban centre over the next decade”.

To put the situation in perspective: 20 per cent of China’s
population is about 276 million people which equals to
approximately 80% of the United States’ population, these
individuals will be migrating from rural areas to the top 50
largest cities. If you simply evenly divide these people into
50 cities, this means that each and every city will have to
accommodate, on average, another 5.52 million people.
This influx of humanity will not only place huge demands on
infrastructure, public amenities and transportation networks;
it will also have enormous and detrimental impacts on the
environment. Careful planning is needed to solve these
problems holistically, and it is we architects that will, as
never before, play a vital role in mitigating the many impacts
of increasing urbanization.

Probably the best way to reduce our impact on the
environment is through a new high density development
model, incorporating a combination of mixed-use
development, integration with efficient transportation
networks and community development.

In any high-density city, the built environment and its

associated transportation network is a major source of street
side air pollution and other environmental impacts, and those
who live in such cities are often adversely affected by poor
air quality. Any new development model must address these
environmental aspects alongside economic, community and
cultural aspects. Transit-oriented development (TOD), is one
way to address a number of these challenges and TODTOWN
in Shanghai Minhang is one such development.

Providing comprehensive-use development, transportation
infrastructure and public amenity spaces, TODTOWN
consists residences and serviced apartments, a hotel,
offices, retail and public spaces, on top of public transport
infrastructure (trains, buses, taxis and carparks). The design
of the development prioritizes the efficient integration of the
transport hub with all community needs. An elongated retail
mall forms the centrepiece of the TODTOWN design, which
connects and unifies the disparate parts of the site.

Of course, we do not want these future mixed-use
developments to be identical across every city, providing the
same shops and the same experience; A Transit-Oriented
Development should not eradicate the local culture and
community. As architects, our duty is to balance the need to
address environmental and spatial problems while mitigating
the consequence of increasing urbanization, ensuring that
local culture and community needs are properly preserved
and serviced and after that, paying attention to the stylistics

concerns.

Finding this balance is perhaps the biggest challenge for 21st
century architects working with mixed-use developments.
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The project is located in the new northern district of Shishi.
Benefiting from the integrative development of Quanzhou
Bay Rim, the project site occupies the north gateway
location to Shishi City radiating the surrounding regions
including Quanzhou and lJinjiang. It covers a total land
area of 98,086 square meters with an overall floor area of
424,127 square meters.

In an aim to create regional iconic images, the project
has adopted the concept of eco-city and highlighted the
philosophy of sustainable development. On the one hand,
we use innovative approach to break the foursquare layout
and shapes, and instead bring in the curves to create a
flowing, natural, organic and flexible exterior image and
internal space.

On the other hand, we appropriately applied energy
conservation techniques including vertical greening,
natural ventilation, water circulation and alternative
energy, etc. The concept and exteriorimage have been in
total accord with the modern and vigorous urban building
clusters.

In the master planning, we divided the site info east and
west sections. The east section is adjacent to the main
road and is designed to be commercial and office areas,
demonstrating the iconic feature of the project. The west

12

section is close to the residential community in the west
and the park in the north, and is designed to be residential
area with top quadlity living environment.

Between the sections are a vehicular path running through
the site and a clubhouse serving both the residents in
community and clients from the outside, both working as
the separation of two sections. Hotel office building is at
the northeast corner of the site, together with other three
SOHO office buildings to have become the landmark of
the city. The various skylines combined with the commercial
demonstration along the shopping center, providing an
attractive city image.

The commercial street goes from south to north between
the public buildings area and residential one through the
entire site, together with the shopping mall at the southeast
corner to have shaped a continuous and complete
commercial block.

The commercial type of ground-floor stores along the two
sides of the street is also applied, which is in compliance
with the consumption habits of Shishi citizens. The residential
area in the west is placed in an embracing layout with a
park in the center, taking consideration of the privacy. The
ground floors of the residential building are of commercial
use ensuring the mix-use functions of the plot.



