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Abstract

This book studies Buddhist art of Khotan to demonstrate the
significance of Khotan in the transmission of Buddhism in the forms of
both written scriptures and art works between Central Asia and
China. Khotan is the ancient name of the city of Yutian, Xinjiang, now
located in the southern route of the Silk Road. What this manuscript
means by “Buddhist art of Khotan” refers to both art works that were
produced in the Khotan area under the influences of Indian and Central
Asia and images with Khotanian elements that have been preserved in
the Han area, or, more specifically, in Dunhuang.

From fourth to eleventh centuries, Khotan was a center of
Mahayana Buddhism and served as a crucial linkage between India,
Central Asia, and China. It is via the mediation of Khotan that
Buddhist images ( and texts ) from Central Asia arrived in the Han
area. Dunhuang was the place where most of those images made their
impact on the Han people. Communications between Dunhuang and
Khotan were frequent and sustained between the eighth and tenth
centuries , because Hexi, Xiyu was under Tibetan rule in the eighth
century and Dunhuang was governed by Caoshi in the tenth century,
who intermarried with the royal family of Khotan. This explains the
existence of a huge number of images marked with Khotanian elements
in the caves of Dunhuang. Some of these images appeared only in
Dunhuang and not any other region in the Han area.

This project is focused on the production, transmission, and

@il s



D hFmzne

reception of Buddhist art at two locations, Khotan and Dunhuang ,
from the eighth to tenth centuries, that is, the Tang — Song period. It
looks at nine cases, comparing the details of visual images and
considering the interaction of written and visual texts, to illustrate the
transmission of Buddhism from Khotan to Dunhuang and then other
regions of the Han area. To name these cases in particular: (in the
Khotan area ) theBuddhist statue in the recently excavated Topulukdong
I Buddhist temple, the image of Vaishravana, and the images of
Suvar na — prabhasottama — sutra.

In Khotan, local artists absorbed and transformed styles from
India, Central Asia, Kucha, China, and other areas and generated
a new cosmopolitan art with distinct Khotanian features. In Dunhuang,
the Han people did not simply receive art from Khotan as a frozen
package. They not only embraced prototypical Khotanian images,
disconnecting them from Khotanian customs and adapting them to the
aesthetics norms of the Han area at the time, but also produced wholly
new images based on descriptions in Buddhist scriptures and how the
Han people imagined the Khotanians.

Grounded in fieldwork , archival research, and image analysis,
this book highlights the strategic location and role of Khotanin the
spread of Buddhism into China and draws a map of image transmission
that supplements the translation of written texts. It contributes to art
history , historical geography, religious studies in general and the
study of Buddhism in particular, and cross — cultural communication in

the Tang — Song period.

Key Words: Khotan factors, Buddhist style , Khotan patron saint,
Faith of Suvar na — prabhasottama — siitra, Khotan representations of famous

images , Khotan patrons



BE B 1
e RN AL e 1
T BRI L B AL e 4

L%: TRAFLIHERHAR

F—F TFEHHBHMBEGREMEMEIT 11
B TSR BEE GYRIE o 11
B MR B EGE IO FEACHERE oo 19
BN FEATERBFEIED oo 24

FTE FEEEH]1 SHFHOEMGIFIT oo 20
BN IR LR 29
B EENASERPEER 41

%Eﬁi~$@ﬂﬁﬂlﬁ£@ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁi ........................... 47
BT THESEKZR: DT IR FERIMEA oo 47



D vFeEnE

B q:lgﬂﬂ{]mtt@r’]%{&i”% ............................................. 53
AT WP TR FROEBBBHRIESE --vvvvverrrrrreerrrmmeneeee 59
FENE =4 (EBART)Y HILLERIEIT -oooooerereeremmeneens 66
B SEARPAY (SOEMIRMETZRAE) oo 67
BN BB (WM ELAE) o 75
N TR (EHHZRAE) o 79
FIV BB e 84

T4H: BEAEFHTRERMR

FEE HEAEHFHTFEREEZEFAEXFAIT - 89
e R e e T o LR —— 89
B SR AT PR T B EREIR - 92
H2Y SRR T E R EBUREHEFEER --oorveeererrerermnanannenns 97

EAE HEGRLHEMNPRGETHTRER

_u231ﬁ’\237%7‘5¢1& ........................................ 106
BN 231 57, 237 mvP T RIEMRHEDE ooverrrrrrrreree, 106
BN BRI RIS e, 110
M WL MEEERGEES  ons . ssmummenns s ssmsmss s s § e 115
I FORMBATELA. »oieesrr cvnsasssns asgnsasanss s buvsnvass s v dissonss 121
,]\ % ........................................................................... 125



