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PREFACE

More than 3,000 years of city history and over 800 years of capital history
have left this land of Beijing with 3,500-odd cultural heritages. Among them are
the Great Wall winding its way among the mountains, the ancient villages with
smoke spiraling from kitchen chimneys, the palace where emperor decreed and
lived, the garden where they enjoyed their leisure time, the mausoleums where
they were buried after death, the imperial ancestral temples and sacrificial altars,
the temples or Taoist temples striking the bell at dawn and playing the drum at
dusk, the magnificent princely mansions, the tranquil civilian houses, the inscribed
steles silent in brambles and the Buddhist pagodas towering into the clouds. They
bestowed on Beijing profound culture and traditions.

In recent years, with the development of social civilization, the preservation of
cultural heritages has been drawing more and more attentions from all walks of life.
And this cause has been furthered unprecedentedly. Most of the historic buildings
have got effective protection in Beijing. a major city of cultural heritage. To
better display and publicize these valuable heritages characteristic of rich cultural
connotations, the compilation of the Beijing Architectural Heritages Series was
organized by the Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage.

These books would be a record of existing excellent historic architecture
in Beijing by words, pictures and drawing paper. We hope in this way we could
display the art treasure which, focusing the intelligence and wisdom of the ancients,
has witnessed Beijing’s rise and fall during a thousand years of development.

Under the consideration of architecture, this series of books are to explore
historic buildings from the point of view of cultural heritage and art. They aim at
igniting the passion in readers to love these historic heritages abounding in cultural
traditions and boundless artistic charm.

These books total ten volumes. Each focuses on one type of the ten categories
of architectural heritages showing different functions and styles. All of them include
the most typical and distinctive examples. Thus they would show readers the
features of each category and detailed traits of each building as well as the whole
appearance of Beijing historic architecture.

Totally, this series of books have over one millions words, more than 4,000
photos and several hundreds of ink drawings. On one hand, they are continuation

of predecessors” experiences. On the other hand, they are the summary of our work
over the years.

Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage
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GUIDE TO THE USE OF THIS BOOK

1. This book is one volume of Beijing Architectural Heritage Series, which
introduces the palace architecture in Beijing area.

2. This book integrates texts, drawings and photos and aims to fully
demonstrate the history, architectural styles and cultural connotations of Beijing’s
palaces in both overall and particular manners. In this way, it unveils true images
of ancient palace buildings that have still been preserved in Beijing.

3. This book consists of the online of the history and architectural styles of
ancient palaces in Beijing, the examples of Beijing’s remained palace buildings.
and the palace renovation and maintenance project that was conducted in recent
years Furthermore, the 2001-2020 Report and Plan on the Repair of Palace
Architecture in Beijing is attached.

4. The term “Imperial Palace™ mentioned in the pandect refers to palace
buildings of previous dynasties, and in the rest parts of the book it is confined to
the Forbidden City, the imperial palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, which
has been announced as a cultural and historic site under state protection by the
State Council.

5. Among the examples mentioned in the second part are the Forbidden
City, which served as the imperial palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. and
some temporary palaces. The Forbidden City is introduced first, and then the
temporary palaces.

6. In July, 2010, Beijing Municipal Government adjusted the administrative
divisions of its core functional areas. Since these series of books had been
finalized and ready for printing at the time, the names of the administrative
regions of Beijing used in these books are still those before the adjustment.

(8]



CONTENTS

IEFRIER
PALACE ARCHITECTURE IN BEIJING

',_i&"é"
=

The Forbidden City

HCE SV ACHE L

An Overall Introduction to the Forbidden City

MUE
Architecture in the Forbidden City
W TS X

Buildings in front of the

2 RAT I R+ F A
Ihe Front Gate of

R4l

E AN
Ihe Duan Gate
O A DX 3

The Outer Court of the

411
[he Me
KAl

ridian Gate

{ " Supreme Harmony  esesescsssesccce

KA B
The Hall of Supreme Harmor

P fo it

[he H M

Forbidden Cit:

the lmperial City and the

............................

..................................................................

...............................

.......................................

................................

.................................................

14

23

26




{5 for

i o

R N EE XY G =8

[he Three Rear Palaces in the

el
L
LA &

MENERX TS B

lhe Six Easte

AT EER

=mE

¥ £ 7

HCE P E X 7 S A

[he Six Western Palaces

P 1>

T o

............................................. ")()

................................................. 3,&4

................................................... 64

[nner Court of the Forbidden Cit «+ B8



