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Introduction

“Narratives from the Hinterland” was a four-year international education and research project. It
included academic lectures, symposia, visiting scholar programs, and publication of primary
and archival documents. Sponsored by the Henry Luce Foundation in the United States, I
administered the project on behalf of the Ricei Institute for Chinese-Western Cultural History at
the University of San Francisco from 2009 to 2012. The goal of the project was to further
promote the study of Chinese-Western cultural exchange with an emphasis on Christianity in
China. Academically, we strove to advance the field by encouraging extensive and in-depth
research while offering scholars, especially those from remote regions of China, greater
opportunities for exchange and access to resources. A further aim was to raise the profile of the
topic from a marginal one to a multi-faceted, multi-perspective and multi-level mainstream
discipline. The project also attempted to provide researchers with opportunities for academic
exchange nationally and internationally. The current volume is one of the main products of this
project.

The centuries-long history of Christianity in China encompasses the complex and often
tumultuous social , political, economic, and cultural encounter between China and the West.
This is an integral part of modern Chinese history. In academia, the history of Christianity in

China as a serious academic subject is a relatively new phenomenon that merges global history,
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comparative religion, literature, anthropology, philosophy, historiography, etc. During the past
decades research in these areas has experienced impressive growth, from a modestly studied
discipline to a full-fledged multi-disciplinary subject. Although some important research by
Western scholars was conducted throughout this period, serious, in-depth study by mainland
Chinese scholars did not begin in earnest until the 1980’ s. Meanwhile, the development of this
field remains unbalanced. Because of the limitations of historical, geographical, human and
material resources, most of the important academic activities and accomplished scholarship are
concentrated in major metropolitan universities and academies in Beijing, Shanghai, or other
major cities. Archival materials and research resources are thus closely related to these locales.
Yet the presence of missionaries and the spread of Christianity was not confined to these places
but occurred throughout the entire country in modern Chinese history. Likewise the influence of
missionary activities on China’ s social development was felt throughout the entire country. As a
result, the effects of cross-cultural encounters in these remote areas were often equally if not
more pronounced than those in major metropolitan areas. In some cases these interactions might
be even more frequent, intense, and complex. On observing the above situation it will not be
difficult to notice the geographical limitations and unevenness of the study of Christianity in
China today in terms of participating institutions and scholars in distant or rural areas. There is
much room for growth between local and international institutions and scholars as well.
“Narratives from the Hinterland” endeavors to make a breakthrough in this regard by not
only providing scholars and institutions in remote regions with opportunities for research and
exchange but also through creating contacts with other countries where the study of China is
already well established. This four-year initiative on the study of Christianity in China is a
comprehensive project that involves universities from the widest range of regions with the largest
number of participants from the most diverse disciplines in China in recent years. From
2009-2012 I met with several hundred scholars and administrators of higher educational and
research institutions in Inner Mongolia, Hebei, Shanxi, Henan, Anhui, Hunan, Sichuan,
Guangxi, Yunnan, Gansu, Qinghai, Liaoning and Jilin Provinces and Autonomous Regions.
Discussions were focused not only on feasibility, collaboration, participation, and
administration , but also on public lectures, symposia themes, publication of primary materials ,
and visiting scholar programs. During this period, I was in regular consultation with scholars
from Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, Guangdong, Fujian, Shandong, Hubei Provinces, Taiwan

and Hong Kong, as well as Europe, the United States, and Japan. Subsequently, six programs
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with different subjects and themes were held at Inner Mongolia University, Lanzhou University,
Hunan Normal University, Yunnan Nationalities University, Henan University, and Northeast
Normal University respectively. Each program consisted of four segments: four public lectures,
one symposium, publication of a local primary source, and one junior scholar’ s residence at
the Ricci Institute of the University of San Francisco. Upon completion of each program, an
academic review was published through an academic journal or local news media. All visiting
scholars since 2011 have published research papers following their residence in San Francisco.
Primary sources have been edited and published in a series entitled Collected Historical
Materials of Christianity in China by the Guangxi Normal University Press. The current
collection of lectures brings the entire project to its conclusion. To a great extent the
accomplishments of this project are the result of joint efforts by both Chinese and Western
scholars from beginning to end.

One important component of the “ Narratives from the Hinterland” project has been its
lecture series. Coming from the mainland, Hong Kong, Australia, the United States, Britain,
and Belgium, twenty-four distinguished international specialists in the study of Christianity in
China and Chinese-Western cultural exchange delivered lectures. These lectures focused on
fundamental issues such as research perspectives and methodologies, developing trends, and
future prospects. The current volume consists of nineteen papers based on the texts of the
lecture series.

The first paper in this volume is by Prof. Gary Tiedemann of the University of London. He
reviews two-hundred years of development in the field and suggests future study employ an
emphasis on “seeking truth from facts” as a principle for historical research. Prof. Zhang
Xianging of Xiamen University reflects upon some of the most recent works by mainland
Chinese scholars. While recognizing that the history of Christianity in remote regions of China is
a new research area, he proposes a new approach from the perspective of a national ethno-
history. Prof. Tao Feiya of Shanghai University discusses recent paradigm shifts and emerging
trends in research.

Based on her years of research, Prof. Linda Benson of Oakland University explains in
detail unique features and steps in producing viable literature on missionary biography studies.
Professor Li Xiangping of East China Normal University presents with his rich experience in
oral history an in-depth discussion of the definition, necessity, methodology and characteristics

of the subject within China’s current social environment. From an anthropological perspective,
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Prof. Huang Jianbo of People’ s University explores recent case studies in China’ s southwest
ethnic minority regions. Prof. Chloé Starr of Yale University examines differences in Christian
literature between the late Qing and Republican Era and discusses the interaction of theology
and literature reflected in three Chinese novels of the 1920s and 1930s. By reviewing as a case
study through history, art and architecture of the Yuanmingyuan, the famous Chinese imperial
garden designed and constructed in part by European missionaries, Prof. Meng Hua of Peking
University introduces imagology in comparative literature and discusses historical, artistic, and
cross-cultural relations between China and France in the 19" century. Prof. Laura Hostetler of the
University of Illinois at Chicago discusses the recent publication Qingting sanda shice quantwji
( Three Complete Major Atlases of the Qing Dynasty Court) with reference to scientific mapping
methods developed during the early modern period of Europe, examining scientific encounters
between China and the West, and offers suggestions for new research topics.

Research methodologies on special topics are also discussed in this volume. Prof. Liu
Jiafeng of Central China Normal University raises an issue that has drawn increasing attention in
recent years, namely, the study of the relationship between Christianity and Islam in China.
After reviewing recent works on this topic by both Chinese and Western scholars, Liu suggests
a multi-perspective approach to understand the historical, cultural, social, political, and
religious complexity of the issues involved. Prof. Li Tiangang of Fudan University points out
that in conducting research on the Chinese Rites Controversy researchers should take into
consideration multiple disciplines in their future research, including theology, religious
studies, philosophy and intellectual history. In addition, he suggests that critical methods on
the subject be based on primary sources in both Chinese and Western languages. Prof. Paul
Rule of La Trobe University notes in his paper that study of the relationship between
Confucianism and Christianity should not take place in isolation, devoid of historical
circumstances. Nor should scholars avoid discussion or evaluation of this relationship, as the
encounter of these two belief systems mutually enriches the other. Prof. Anthony Clark of
Whitworth University focuses on methodology in archival research. After introducing some of the
major Catholic archives in Europe and other archival institutions in China mainland and
Taiwan, he examines approaches that utilize both Chinese and Western language primary
materials for historical research. He cites the development of Christianity in Taiyuan as a case
study during the late 19" and early 20" centuries. Prof. John Lai Tze Pang of Chinese

University of Hong Kong discusses future research trends for the study of late Qing Christian
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novels based on his analysis of texts of the period. Prof. Lin Jinshui of Fujian Normal University
compares methodologically the subject of Christianity in China through the relationship between
poetry and history. By examining two distinctly different cases, specifically poems presented by
local literati of the east Fujian region to Giulio Aleni, a Jesuit missionary to China in the late
Ming, and poems produced by locals at the turn of the 20" century China, he proposes
changing from a cold war mindset to an open—mindecl approach to Christianity in China.

The final section focuses on research in different geographical areas. Using archival
materials held at the Yale Divinity School Library concerning missionary activities in China’ s
Central Plains region during the Republican era, Ms. Martha Smalley finds sources useful
beyond simply local religious matters, but also informative for modern history, politics,
economic conditions, and social activities. Ms. Smalley’ s paper also includes information of
other archives in the United States and Europe. The geographical area of Northeast China is
discussed by Dr. Li Ji of Hong Kong University. With primary materials in both Chinese and
Western languages, Dr. Li explores the 19" century development of Catholicism in the region.
Prof. Patrick Taveirne of Chinese University of Hong Kong focuses on Inner Mongolia, the
region beyond the Great Wall during the late Qing and early Republican period. Citing
numerous European missionaries in several Western languages, he examines cross-cultural
encounters under the complex historical environment following the Opium War and period of
Unequal Treaties. By utilizing a great amount of post-1949 Chinese historical materials as his
primary source, Prof. Qin Heping of Southwest Nationalities University presents the evolution
and development of Christianity in the West Yunnan ethnic minority region in the early 1950s
under a complex international, political, social and ethnic setting.

Undoubtedly, the success of the Narratives from the Hinterland” project was not achieved
by one person or institution. It was the result of collective wisdom and mutual commitment.
Among many individuals and institutions 1 am indebted to, first and foremost, I want to express
my gratitude to the Henry Luce Foundation and to Dr. Terrill Lautz, its former Senior Vice
President, as well as Ms. Helena Kolenda, its Program Director for Asia. From original
conception to the final publication, their unwavering support motivated us throughout the entire
project. The academic committee of the project was co-chaired by Prof. Wu Yixiong of Sun Yat-
sen University and Prof. Joseph Lee of Pace University. Members of the committee included
Prof. Daniel Bays of Calvin College, Prof. Fan Lizhu of Fudan University, Prof. Liu Jiafeng of
Central China Normal University, Prof. Tao Feiya of Shanghai University, Prof. Gary
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Tiedemann of University of London, and Prof. Zhang Xianqing of Xiamen University.
Throughout the project, these distinguished scholars have provided me with invaluable advice,
scholarly focus, and organization to its publications. Their experience became the solid
foundation for the accomplishments of the project. Moreover, they actively participated
whenever possible. The six local programs were administered by Prof. SudeBilige of Inner
Mongolia University, Prof. Chen Shengbo of Lanzhou University, Prof. Tan Guilin of Hunan
Normal University, Prof. Han Junxue of Yunnan Nationalities University, Prof. Zhao Guangjun
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