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About the Author

Dr. Li Zonghao is known as an influential expert in domestic and international emergency medical
communities, and is the foremost pioneer of emergency medicine in China. Born in Nanxun, Zhejiang Province,
Dr. Li has been working in this field for half a century. Representing China, Dr. Li conducted a series of
discussions with the government of Italy and subsequently established the first nationwide modern emergency
medical services — Beijing Emergency Medical Center (in 1982). In 1986, he successfully launched the
Emergency Medicine Branch of the Chinese Medical Association, and held the position of the Vice President and
Secretary-General of the branch. In 1988, Dr. Li was honored by AirMed of Germany due to his contribution in
the establishment of the Modern Metropolitan Emergency System and for promoting China-Germany cooperation
in emergency medicine — most especially, air medicine. In 1989, following the lead of Dr. Peter Safar, Director of
International Resuscitation Center at the University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Li became engaged in CPR and disaster
medicine research. In 2001, he was elected as the Chairman of the Disaster Medicine Committee of China
Association for Disaster Prevention. In the following year, he was elected as the Chairman of the Emergency &
Resuscitation Committee of the Chinese Medical Doctor Association.

Currently, Dr. Li wears several hats: Executive Vice President of the Chinese Association for Disaster and
Emergency Medicine, Member of the China Association for Science and Technology, President of the China
Journal of Emergency Resuscitation and Disaster Medicine, Director of the Disaster Medicine Research Center of
Xuzhou Medical College, Director of the Emergency Medicine Panel of the Ministry of Health Experts
Committee, and Advisor to the American Heart Association.

Facing the challenges of the frequent natural disasters occurring over the past twenty years, Dr. Li regarded
pre-hospital emergency medical services to be of utmost importance. Dr. Li considered this especially true due to
the fact that traditional in-hospital emergency medical services lagged far behind the needs of on-site emergency
care from the perspectives of rescue scenarios, knowledge, skills, equipment and operational necessities. Thus, he
called for the reform of emergency systematic structures and operations.

Dr. Li’s decades of emergency medical practice also include active participation in disaster rescue missions.
Such experiences include the following: Tangshan earthquake (China, 1976), tsunami medical assessment (India
Ocean, 2004), as well as other global earthquake and mine disasters.

Dr. Li’s has been published frequently, including the following: Monograph of Practical Emergency (1975),
Modern Emergency Medicine (1993), and Modern Rescue Medicine (1999). Recently, as a joint effort involving
several of his colleagues, Dr. Li published China Disaster and Emergency Medicine. This monograph consists of
over four million words spread over three volumes and is considered by the emergency and disaster medical field

in China to be the most comprehensive publication on this vital topic.
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