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Three Stories from My Life
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Remembering that you are going to die is the best way | know to
avoid the trap of thinking you have something to lose. i2fEB2
BDRIEE, XRRATAENMIEBB/EXRNRS.

Feelings, Failure and Finding Happiness

B, KNEIRERE
—(BEHROE) TH/ARBH-BHBHK............. 15

If you really want to fly, just harness your power to your passion.
Honor your calling. Everybody has one. Trust your heart and
success will come to you. WIR{FEEVEE il RMIENERA
FRBTRIBE LD, SSIFAINNBER, 8—TAHEEEAINNEKR,
BEIREAILN, RREEUSA.

Advice for Graduates
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Life is too short to go through it without caring deeply about
something. S£AREE, PIURERFEY, MNIAXIERERG
EIRETRIB.



Humanity’s greatest advances are not in its discoveries— but in
how those discoveries are applied to reduce inequity. AZEFHAH]
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| can proise that you will be the better for that continued effort,
as will this nation that we all love. FHTOJCURIE, EIAETENZE T,
MIREEMEE, BRINMRENEEHEER/ENES.

Be prepared to fail as well as to succeed, because it is failure not
success that defines character. RNXBESZMY), LBERZH
K. RRRKMIMIEKINEIES 5 MR,

Dare to compete. Dare to care. Dare to dream. Dare to love.
Practice the art of making possible. And no matter what happens,
even if you hear shouts behind, keep going. B TE%, BT
RE, BHTE2R, BTFEE! EFNAEHFN! TEREML,
BB AEIRERAPREI, tBREAER.



To those of you who received honors, awards, and distinctions,
| say, well done. And to the C students — | say, you, too, can be
the President of the United States. X FASLERIAL. RES
RIFARENTS, REBW, MINEE! XFBRECEFLE, R
Fi%, RINERBIUEEERS!

But it actually was the best thing that ever happened to me. |
decided that if no one would give me a chance, I'd have to take a
chance, and if no one would give me an opportunity, | would have
to create my own opportunity. {BIXCRIEMA T RALEPREMN
EBERNED. BTERL, WREAGSHEN, RMESIHEN;
WRBRAGTHZ, BRMEShHENS.

In a world filled with depair, we must still dare to drea And i a
world filled with distrust, we must still dare to believe. B{EEtHR7SiEL
£, RMNEBHFTEDEAEEFRTRER, RIHIRETEGEE.

What made us accelerate so quickly recently and how can we
continue this pace? There is only one explanation to me, and that's the
democratization of education. Z{+21LF BN AESITXLEFR
P BB, BIXZNETHSRGXTRER ? ERERERRE—
™ HENREN.




We Are What We Choose
EFEEANE — "TEH" 2Z2RAX: mﬁﬁ ...... 181

Cleverness is a gift, kindness is a choice. Gifts are easy — they're
given after all. Choices can be hard. ERBER—f0 KR, MERE—
TR, RBSREES BT S54ER, MERANRE.

How to Make Your Dream Come True
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It's great to plan for your future. Just don't live there, because
really nothing ever happens in the future. Whatever happens
happens now, so live your life where the action is — now. Xl
XRE—HBE, BABRRBERKD, ENRKNBHERR LIRS
BRE. RNEREMNLBE, BRBRREELT, IUBEEET,

Sing the Melody Line in Your Life
BHEGPRINFEH —ERESEHE ... 203

“If you want to serve the age, betray it.”

“URIFBXIR VBT, ALLMEERER! ”

What Determines Your Success
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But in determining whether you succeed, there is more to it than
intellect and energy. {BREZNFNENZI, REEZHERER
EIRRS BB,



Stay Tfue to Yourself
BEENBS
—=XEEBHOFTER/ALL - BEBL ............. 244

And really when | look back on it, | wouldn't change a thing. |
mean, it was so important for me to lose everything because |
found out what the most important thing is, is to be true to yourself.
B, YBROEXEEBNNER, B—REASHMHAZE. B2k,
BrERA, BELE—U), REBHRBEENSS.

Follow Your Gut, and You Will Be a Huge Success

EBEESCHING, Ri1—RSMID
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~ Trust your gut to help you stand proudly in your own shoes, as you

help others stand in theirs, and | know you will be a huge success.
BEESHNING, IRAESSNE FBCHNETEESHR, WR
{RMDEERBIAEM B8, BRI —ESKEERN.

Grab Your Dream When It Shows Up

HBREIGEE
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Overall, | know it seems like the world is crumbling out there, but
it is actually a great time in your life to get a little crazy, follow your
curiosity, and be ambitious about it. Don't give up on your dreams.
The world needs you alll Rfi=2, BRAEXMIRSERD S
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It is not the things we do in life that we regret on our deathbed, it is
the things we do not. IFRNEITAEGEEBMEINS, MEEES
BEMES.
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Knowing who we are and being confident enough to do what
matters to us — that's what counts. ST#EC, WARBE, B
BITANSEBHNSE, XIT—RRERW.
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£,/ am honored to be with you today for
o your commencement from one of
the finest universities in the world. Truth be
told, | never graduated from college, and this
is the closest |'ve ever gotten to a college
graduation. Today | want to tell you three
stories from my life. That’s it. No big deal.
Just three stories.
|i The first story is about connecting the
dots.

| dropped out of Reed College after the
first 6 months, but then stayed around as a
drop-in for another |18 months or so before
| really quit. So why did | drop out?
'ﬁ}ﬁl It started before | was born. My
biological mother was a young, unwed college
graduate student, and she decided to put me
up for adoption. She felt very strongly that |
should be adopted by college graduates, so
everything was all set for me to be adopted
at birth by a lawyer and his wife. Except that
when | popped out, they decided at the last
minute that they really wanted a girl. So my
parents, who were on a waiting list, got a call
in the middle of the night asking, “We've got

an unexpected baby boy; do you want him?”
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unwed [an'wed] adj. F 1 #
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They said, “Of course.” My biological mother
found out later that my mother had never
graduated from college and that my father
had never graduated from high school. She
refused to sign the final adoption papers. She
only relented a few months later when my
parents promised that | would go to college.
This was the start in my life.

@ And |7 years later | did go to college.
But | naively chose a college that was
almost as expensive as Stanford, and all
of my working-class parents’ savings were
being spent on my college tuition. After six
months, | couldn’t see the value in it. | had
no idea what | wanted to do with my life
and no idea how college was going to help
me figure it out. And here | was spending
all of the money my parents had saved
their entire life. So | decided to drop out
and trust that it would all work out OK. It
was pretty scary at the time, but looking
back it was one of the best decisions | ever
made. The minute | dropped out | could
stop taking the required classes that didn’t
interest me, and begin dropping in on the

ones that looked far more interesting.
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@ It wasn't all romantic. | didn’t have a
dorm room, so | slept on the floor in friends’
rooms, | returned coke bottles for the 5-cent
deposits to buy food with, and | would walk
the 7 miles across town every Sunday night
to get one good meal a week at the Hare
Krishna temple. | loved it. And much of what
| stumbled into by following my curiosity and
intuition turned out to be priceless later on.
Let me give you one éxarﬁple:

@ Reed College at that time offered
perhaps the best calligraphy instruction in
the country. Throughout the campus every
poster, every label on every drawer, was
beautifully hand calligraphed. Because | had
dropped out and didn't have to take the
normal classes, | decided to take a calligraphy
class to learn how to do this. | learned about
serif and san-serif typefaces, about varying
the amount of space between different
letter combinations, about what makes great
typography great. It was beautiful, historical,
artistically subtle in a way that science can’t

capture, and | found it fascinating.
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romantic [rau'maentik] adj. J§ 78 Hy
deposit [di'pazit] n. F}iE4
stumble ['stambl] vi, {8 #A1& 7|,
intuition [intjuz'ifan] #, %
calligraphy [ka'ligrafi] n. 47 #%
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[@ None of this had even a hope of any
practical application in my life. But ten years
later, when we were designing the first
Macintosh computer; it all came back to me.
And we designed it all into the Mac. It was
the first computer with beautiful typography.
If | had never dropped in on that single
course in college, the Mac would have never
had multiple typefaces or proportionally
spaced fonts. And since Windows just copied
the Mac, it’s likely that no personal computer
would have them. If | had never dropped
out, | would have never dropped in on that
calligraphy class, and personal computers
might not have the wonderful typography
that they do. Of course it was impossible to
connect the dots looking forward when | was
in college. But it was very, very clear looking

backwards ten years later.

1“4 Again, you can’t connect the dots
looking forward; you can only connect them
looking backwards. So you have to trust
that the dots will somehow connect in your

future. You have to trust in something — your
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