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[ 1% ] Though base — born were I to wish to be noble, or though stupid were I to

be wise, or though poor were I to wish to be rich

ble?

would this be possi-

I say: It can be done only through learning.
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2. FAATLAE
(& JCHIT - %)
[ERE]C . Fik, &1k,
[&F] %>, BRATLUEIER.
[ #iF ] Learning should not be ceased.
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[ 2% ] Although blue comes from the indigo plant, it is bluer than indigo; and ice

is made of water, but it is colder than water.
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[ 1% ] The wood that has been marked with the plumbline will be straight and
metal that has been put to the whetstone will be sharp. A gentleman

should broaden his knowledge and examine himself to make himself wise

and free from mistakes.
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[ 2% ]I you do not climb up a high mountain, you will not be aware of the height
of the sky. If you do not overlook a deep gorge, you will not be aware of
the depth of the earth. If you have not heard the words passed down from

the ancient Kings, you will not be aware of the greatness of the learning.
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[ ZiZF )1 once thought for a whole day, but that could not catch up with the stud-
ying of a moment. I once held up my tiptoes to look out into the distance,

but that could not catch up with the things that I saw from a high place.
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[ #i%F ] A man can not be called an expert archer if he misses one shot in 100. A
man can not be called an expert carriage driver if he travels a journey of 1,
000 1i but fail to take the last half —step. A man can not be called an ex-
pert in learning if he does not deal with various categories of things appro-

priately and does not fully grasp the principles of humanity and justice.
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[ #£i% ] The meaning of studying is to persist in studying. While learning, those
who can accept a half and then leave out another half are commoners. Few
kind deeds and many bad deeds, which are the features of persons like Jie,
Zhou and Daozhi. Only by grasping and absorbing all the learning, can one

be called a learned scholar.
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[ #&iF ] If you genuinely accumulate and earnestly practice for a long time, then

you will become an initiate. Learning continues until death and only then

does it stop. q
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[ 3% ] The learning of the gentleman enters through the ears, is stored in the
mind, spreads through the four limbs, and is visible in his activity and re-

pose.
[ MBiE) 25 B F, ik B A —F — AT AR AEH,
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[ 2% ] Thus, though the methods employed to learn come to a conclusion, the

purpose of learning must never, even for an instant, be put aside.
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[ 3% ]In learning, no method is of more advantage than staying near a man of
learning. Of the direct routes to learning, none is quicker than devotion to

a man of learning.
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[ 3% ) The gentleman, knowing well that learning that is incomplete and impure

does not deserve to be called fine, recites and enumerates his studies so
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that he will be familiar with them, ponders over them and searches into
them so that he will fully penetrate their meaning, acts in his person so that
they will come to dwell within him, and eliminates what is harmful within
him so that he will hold on to them and be nourished by them.
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[ ##F ]If you do not recite and chant when still a mall and discuss and deliberate

when a youth, then although you may try, you will never master them.
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[ 2% ] Being learned does not guarantee holding office, but holding office does

guarantee that one will rely on what one has learned.
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[ %1% ] Those who are good at learning exhaust themselves to search the principle
of things, those who do well in undertaking things exhaust themselves to o-

vercome all the difficulties during the course.
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[ #3% ] Concentrate your mind on them, and you can master them twice over. Pos-
sess them, and you can follow them forever. Broaden them, and you can
be successful in office. Reflect on them, and you can attain inner peace.
| Repeat, imitate, and investigate them, and you will love them all the

more.
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[ 3% ] Discrimination of trivial matters is not as important as finding its source;.

finding its source is not as important as finding out its essence.
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[ #3% ] Through discrimination of secondary matters, one gains precision ; through
making visible the first manifestations, one gains understanding; and
through tracing social distinctions to their origins, one discovers their prin-

ciple of order.
[ fR ] SR AR A R R 4L
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[ #F]In general,when a man feels unsure about the things he observes,and his

mind is uncertain, then he could not observe the things outside clearly.
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[ 2£3% ] As for the kind of people not able to distinguish right from wrong, not able
to separate the straight from the crooked,not able to differentiate the stable
and the chaotic,and not able to put the moral regulations into practice, al-
though they may be proficient in them, it is of no good for others; but even

if people are not proficient in them, it does no harm to others.
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[ 2% ] Not having heard something is not as good as having heard it; having heard
it is not as good as having seen it; having seen it is not as good as knowing
it; knowing it is not as good as putting it into practice. Learning reaches its
terminus when it is fully put into practice.
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[ 1% ] One who has such learning and puts it into practice is called a “scholar ”;
one who fervently loves it is a “gentleman” ; one who knows it fully is a “
sage” What could prevent me from becoming either at most a sage or at the

least a scholar or a gentleman?
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